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We hope you will enjoy this new feature of Otter News. It is the place for you to tell us more
about your “ottery” experiences, to show off your photos, artwork or poems or to send in
your letters. In each issue there will be a prize for the best contribution, whether it be a
letter, photo or artwork. It is up to you.
“A Glimpse”
It’s a glorious, shiny Autumnal day
I sit on the river bank and breathe deeply
I’ll explode with all the attacks on my senses!
I love Autumn! I love the river!
I stop breathing … a chittering in the reeds
Ha ha, a splosh, more chittering, a head appears – no two!!!
I can’t believe it! I can’t breathe. I mustn’t move!
Please don’t see me! Otters!
They glide and slide and glisten and they’re gone.
I’m stunned! I want more! Just a glimpse – oh but what a glimpse!
Theresa Mason, Norfolk
“Otter Blessings”
I do not seek to disturb your security by
venturing too close to the secret places where
you feel no fear.
Rather, I take pleasure in the signs you leave,
in following your five-toed footprints, seeing
where you stopped to scratch the sand, knowing
where you left the water’s edge and where you
shook the water from your fur.
But when by chance, I scan the sea and catch
the tell-tale flick of your tail as you dive
into the depths, or see you rise and bring a crab to shore,
so close I hear the shattering of the shell, see
your sharp, white teeth and whiskered face and
know that you don’t know I’m watching you, I hold
my breath and feel that I’ve been blessed.
Mavis Gulliver, Isle of Islay
These illustrations of otters feature on beautiful greetings cards by Alex Clark and are
available form our online shop www.ottershop.co.uk
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Events
Those of you who visit our website regularly will have spotted a new page – ‘Events’.
Here you will find notices of special “ottery” events, such as TV programmes, special
“otter” days, etc. Check this out to see what is going on near you and if you are
planning an “otter” event do let us know so that we can put it on the page.
Knowsley: In April, Knowsley Safari
Park had a special fortnight of raising
awareness of the danger to otters from
the fur trade, when almost £3000 was
raised for the Furget-Me-Not Campaign.
BBC Countryfile: One special event
for IOSF was to be included in the BBC
Countryfile programme which was shown
on 1 June. Ben Fogle spent some time on
Skye and we were able to take him to see
otters in the wild. This also helps to raise
the profile of IOSF’s work.

Fund-raising at Knowsley (Photo: Denise Chorley)

Paul with Ben Fogle during filming

www.ottershop.co.uk
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Fancy a Break?

Envelopes

Places are still available on our last two
special holidays to the Hebrides. Why
not come and explore Skye and Raasay
and learn more of the islands’ wildlife
and heritage (28 July – 2 August). Or you
could become an otter detective and find
out how to spot the tell-tale signs of these
fascinating animals (15-20 September).
Find out more on our website at
www.otter.org/holidays.html or phone
01471 822 487 for details.

As a conservation organisation, we are
very aware that we have to reduce our
impact on the planet as much as possible.
We therefore investigated the possibility
possibility of using biodegradable plastic
envelopes to send out Otter News.
The problem seems to be that only
a small part of the plastic is actually
biodegradable and the rest just breaks
into small pieces. Also, if these envelopes
are included in a plastic recycling scheme
it affects the whole recycling process. It
therefore seems better to use envelopes
which can be recycled via supermarket
carrier bag recycling bins.
We would therefore ask you to respect
the environment and rather than just
throwing them away put them in with
your normal recycling.

OTTER NEWS ON PDF
Help IOSF to put more money into otter conservation by reading your
OtterNews online.
If you are happy to do this please email us at otterHQ@aol.com quoting your sponsorship
number, and reduce our printing and postage costs. If you prefer, we are still happy to send
out a printed copy to you. Your OtterNews is now printed on 80% recycled paper.

Spending a Penny for Otters
The Wilson household have come to
dread the spring! It is a time when the
bathroom becomes an expensive place
to visit as Corrie puts a charge on anyone
using the loo! Last month Corrie came to
Skye and kindly donated £105 towards
our work which he had raised in this way.
So thanks to Corrie and everyone who
helped to raise this magnificent sum.
Corrie presenting his cheque to Grace (Photo: Corrie)
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IOSF in Ireland
In April this year IOSF undertook an otter
survey of County Longford in Ireland
with two purposes: firstly to look at otter
activity and distribution in the area and
secondly to identify suitable areas for the
release of our two Irish otters, Guinness
and Tipple.

Mr Gormley, the Irish Environment
Minister, recently said “The otter is a rare
animal across much of Europe, and while
Ireland may still be considered a stronghold
for the species we cannot afford to sit on our
laurels. The Irish population has declined
and the species action plan details the
measures needed to halt this decline and,
ultimately, to return the population to its
pre-1980s level.”
The area (see map below) was surveyed
for evidence of otters including the
presence of sprainting points, otter runs
and footprints. Bridge surveys looking for
these secondary signs were undertaken
throughout the county at sites where the
water courses were at least 1m wide. On
the lakesides the shoreline was surveyed
for such signs.

Guinness and Tipple in their travelling box

We took the two otters with us, although
they were not yet ready for release. Rather
than finishing their rehabilitation in one of
the croft pens here on Skye we had decided
they should do that stage in Ireland. The
journey back was 13 hours and we felt it
would be better for them if they got that
over with now rather than just before
going back to the wild. They now have a
pen specially designed for them where
they can get ready for that magic day of
release, all being well, in August.
Recent surveys suggest that the Irish
otter population has declined by around
18% in the last 25 years or so, and poor
water quality, loss of riverside habitats
and road kills have been identified as the
major concerns.

www.ottershop.co.uk

Evidence of otters was found throughout
the county, along the major rivers Camlin,
Shannon, Immy and Fallan and also along
several minor waterways and also on the
shores of Lough Ree and Currygrade
Lough.

www.otter.org
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Otters were therefore found to be present
on most medium to large water courses
and along all lakesides throughout
County Longford except in one stretch
of the canal which was very overgrown
and drying out. It is however difficult to
estimate the population.
Surveying in Ireland

Keenagh kids
Whilst in Ireland, Grace Yoxon, had the opportunity to visit the primary school in
Keenagh, Co Longford, and talked to the children about how important otters are
to their environment. She spent a very enjoyable morning with the class as the kids
enthusiastically shared their knowledge of otters. Here is a photo of the class with
their teacher, Mrs Philomena Murphy.

Keenagh kids

Work is progressing well on the anti-fur campaign in
Cambodia. For those of you who are new to IOSF, you
will find out more about the scale of the problem on our
campaign website,

w w w. f u rg e t m e n o t. o rg. u k

You will see from “Who’s Who at IOSF” that we have a team working on
this important project. Lesley and Carol are working on fundraising and
awareness events in UK, and Annette is our co-ordinator in Cambodia.
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We are preparing a submission for the coming CITES (Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species) meeting in July to bring more attention to the threat to
the otters by the fur trade.
So far Annette has been carrying out field work to find out more about the otters in
the wild in Cambodia. They discovered that hairy-nosed otters are also found in the
Cardamom Mountains, to the south west of the Tonle Sap lake and camera traps have
produced some interesting photos of smooth-coated otters. (See pictures below
from Annette.)

They are also planning education sessions for primary school children at Tonle Sap
lake, and developing teaching material. There will be a game or two (an otter puzzle), a
poster, a booklet and some otter masks. Here is an excerpt from the book showing its
wonderful artwork – you will be reading a direct transcript but the book will actually
be printed in the Khmer language:

www.ottershop.co.uk
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‘A Tale from an otter at Tonle Sap Great Lake’
When I was very young, my mother has caught small fish and tore them into small
pieces for me. I spent most of my time inside our house, safe from all the dangers
of the world. Do you know who I am? I am an OTTER who was born at the Tonle Sap
Great Lake. Loads of wildlife inhabits the Tonle Sap Lake and otters like me live in the
flooded forest and find food at some areas around the lake.
I was living in a family which has five members my mother, my father, my brother, my
sister and me. When I got a little older my parents taught me how to find food, and
when I was about six month old, I caught fish myself. How about you human readers
how old are you? When do you start to go fishing?

My family lived a happy life. The otters like my family like to catch fish in the water and
sometimes I eat fish in the water, sometimes I brought fish that I had caught to eat on
the sloping trees, and sometimes I eat fish while swimming in the lake. My family are
really happy when we find plenty of food like fish, crabs, snakes, shrimps, frogs, and
others in the flooded forest at Tonle Sap lake. Are you happy, the human reader, when
there is rich biodiversity at your lake?
Now that the rainy season is starting,
Annette and her team will soon meet
with the schools.
This is the start of the community side
of the project and in the future training
material will be developed for rangers
and meetings will be held with the local
communities about the conflicts with
otters and how to solve these problems.
Community researchers will help with
the otter research.
Annette has also been working on
updating the status of the otters on the
8
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National Red List of threatened species
and working with the Ministry of
Environment, as their help is essential.
She attended a workshop in Vietnam –
transnational co-operation is essential
as the illegal fur trade does not respect
boundaries. A similar workshop in
Cambodia is planned for early next year.
IOSF has taken on the responsibility of
funding the care of Dara, the Hairy-nosed
otter, and ten other otters, all Smoothcoated, which are at Phnom Tamao zoo.
Dara desperately needed a new enclosure
and the Furget-Me-Not campaign has

funded this. We are also funding their fish supply and any medical treatment which
may be necessary so that we can be sure that they have the best possible care.
Dara is a young male (about 1-1.5 years old). He was originally donated to a small zoo
in Siem Reap (near Tonle Sap and the Angkor Temples). Before that he was probably a
pet otter from a fisherman’s house on Tonle Sap but there is no detailed information
on where he came from. The small (illegal) zoo was closed down by the government,
with assistance from WildAid at the end of 2007, and Dara was moved to Phnom
Tamao Zoo along with bears, civets, monkeys and other animals.
The new pen is already under construction and when Annette visited it recently she
sent us the following email and pictures:
“I visited the zoo this morning. The new enclosure looks like it will be great. I
have attached a few photos. Part of it is in the sun, but there is also plenty of
trees with shade. The pond has a nice size. There will be a large rock or two put
in, a large log sticking out of the water, a concrete enforced burrow, a wooden
raised resting platform in a quiet corner, and grass on the ground (lets see how
long the grass will last for…). It will be finished in 10 days. We are hoping to be
able to do the transfer on 17th June and there will be a ceremony when a monk
blesses the pen – this is tradition when someone moves home.”

Dara is the figurehead for our campaign so if you would like to support this
important project please send a cheque marked “Furget-Me-Not” on the back or
donate online at www.ottershop.co.uk. You can also adopt Dara at the ottershop,
too. Funds are needed to cover the food for the otters of Phnom Tamao, for the
educational material and training of community rangers and for developing
an otter-friendly alternative to hunting for the local people. Please do help – no
amount is too small. If you want to find other ways to help the campaign, go to
www.furgetmenot.org.uk
Thank you.

www.ottershop.co.uk

www.otter.org
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VIETNAM OTTER WORKSHOP
From 7-14 May, students and young
conservationists from Vietnam, Cambodia
and Thailand met at Can Tho University to
learn about otter conservation from leading world otter experts.
The Carnivore and Pangolin Conservation Programme field team has been working on
an otter conservation project in the Mekong Delta since 2006 and helped to organise
the event with the IUCN/SSC Otter Specialist Group.

Vietnam workshop group photo (photo: Nguyen Van Nhuan)

The first three days consisted of lectures on the ecology, status and threats to otters
and techniques to conserve them. After this the students went to Som Trem Forestry
and Fisheries Enterprise, Ca Mau Province, where they were shown general techniques
such as map reading, GIS and how to interpret scientific data. They then went on to
study field detection skills and habitat monitoring (including tracking, scat analysis,
plaster casting foot prints), population monitoring techniques and camera trapping.
Vietnam is a critical country for otter conservation. Four species of otter occur in
Vietnam: the Hairy-nosed otter (Lutra sumatrana); Small-clawed otter (Amblonyx
cinereus); Smooth-coated otter (Lutra perspicillata) and Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra).
These four species are all critically threatened by the illegal wildlife trade and habitat
loss and are considered amongst the most threatened mammals in the region.
The course provided the trainees with the practical skills and motivation to initiate or
expand and improve otter research and conservation projects in their home countries.
An integral component of the course was for the students to develop small research
projects which they will implement in their home countries with continued support
from the international experts.
The Vietnamese students identified some critical research projects which they are
hoping to undertake in U Minh Ha National Park and surrounding areas. These small
10
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projects will help obtain invaluable
knowledge about these critically
endangered species in this region.
These trainees are the conservation
leaders of the future. Their enthusiasm to
learn and commitment to conservation
will help protect the otters of the
Mekong region and they will share the
skills they have learnt with other young
conservationists.

Vietnam workshop in the field (photo: Nguyen Van Nhuan)

“Trainees and trainers from eight countries
have formed international friendships
and established a communication and
support network which will facilitate
long-term collaborative conservation
programs for otters in the Lower Mekong
Region,” said Padma K De Silva, IOSF
Asian Co-ordinator.
IOSF is currently working in Cambodia
and such co-operation between workers
in the south-east Asian countries is crucial
as illegal trade respects no boundaries.
The Workshop was made possible
with a grant from the WWF Russell E.
Train – Education for Nature Program
with additional support from Chester
Zoo (United Kingdom), Houston Zoo
and Cleveland Zoo (United States),
Conservation International and Education
for Nature Vietnam (ENV).

HOSPITAL NEWS
Whereas some parts of the UK have been having a lot of rain recently, up here on Skye
we have almost had a drought! As I write, since early April we have had just one day’s
rain and a bit more overnight on three occasions! So now our otter pools are bone dry
and the daily task of looking after the croft otters has developed into a fitness routine
as we carry up loads and loads of water for the temporary plastic pools! It seems a
bit unfair after all the rain we had over the winter but, to be honest, it is a problem we
would rather have as the weather has been wonderful – clear blue skies and hot!
In spite of the shortage of water, the otters have been enjoying this weather too. Ceud

Rowan in his sleeping box at the croft

www.ottershop.co.uk

Ceud tucking into a fish

www.otter.org
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and Rowan have abandoned their box and just sleep amongst the long grass.
After her traumatic early start in life, Pebbles is now doing very well. She was introduced
to Tay, who came to us a couple of weeks later, and the two of them are now in one
of the croft pens. They too seem to be “camping out” rather than using their wooden
sleeping box.

Pebbles and Tay

Both pairs of otters enjoy their temporary
pools and each day they manage to
empty them!
In March we had a new arrival – little
Crummock – named after Crummock
Water in Cumbria, where he was found.
He was about 10 weeks old then and had
been taken to Jenny Holden of Cumbria
Wildlife Trust. He was very different to
little Tay and took virtually no time to
Crummock
discover the delights of fish! He is now in
one of the nursery pens and is very secretive – whenever he is fed he hides until I turn
my back and then I hear the sound of the fish being dragged away!
When we were at the IUCN Otter Specialists Group meeting in Korea, we met up with
Dr Feeroz, who some of you may remember, had been caring for Chitra, a young male
Smooth-coated otter. Chitra had been released last autumn and floods had made it
difficult to monitor his progress. Dr Feeroz told us that as far as he can see Chitra has
settled back to life in the wild with a group of other smooth-coated otters.

12
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You will already have read that
Guinness and Tipple, our Irish otters,
were taken back to Ireland in April.
If you would like to contribute towards
the cost of the care of these otters
please send a cheque marked “hospital”
on the back or donate online at
Guiness and Tipple enjoying their pool in Ireland
(Photo: Bernie Murphy)

www.ottershop.co.uk

You can now choose to have a new otter when you renew your
sponsorship. Just indicate this option online or on your renewal form.

Is There a Future for Otters in South East England?
The following is a summary of a thesis undertaken by Mark Hashim at Kingston University,
Penrhyn Road, Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey.
For the final part of my degree in Natural
History I undertook a project on otter
diet in the River Thames in Oxfordshire
to look at implications for the future of
otters in South East England.
I visited the Natural History Museum in
London and obtained a list of the fish
species that had been caught in the
tidal River Thames between Fulham and
Tilbury from 1964 to June 2005. This list
was from a different location to my study
area but it included all of the species I
later identified.
Keith Webb, the lockkeeper at Grafton
Lock, has a great knowledge of otters and
other wildlife in that area and he helped
with spraint collection and the distinction
between mink and otter scats.
Using keys I was able to identify the
following in the spraint: Common Frog
(Rana temporaria), Minnow (Phoxinus
phoxinus), Bullhead (Cottus gobio), Eel

www.ottershop.co.uk

(Anguilla anguilla), Beetle (Coleoptera),
Signal Crayfish (Pacifastacus leniusculus),
Salmonoid (Salmo spp.), Moorhen (Gallinula
chloropus), Dragonfly (Anisoptera), Stone
Loach (Nemacheilus barbatus), Beetle
(Gyrinus sp.), European Perch (Perca
fluviatilis), Common Carp (Cyprinus carpio)
and Crucian Carp (Cyprinus carassius).
I feel that as the food supply of otters
(and that of their prey species) in the
River Thames in Oxfordshire is healthy
the implications for the future of otters
in South East England are promising.
Reports of a reduction in water pollution
resulting in increased numbers of
species including dragonflies are also
encouraging.
The signs at Grafton Lock indicate
that otter populations are healthy and
perhaps beginning to make a comeback.
By leaving piles of ringheart wood (which
is so dense it will not float) Keith Webb is
encouraging otters to continue to make

www.otter.org
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Ringheart wood (so dense it does not float) which encourages otters to build holts

a comeback because the ringheart provides a stable habitat which otters have used
as a holt. The piles of wood will also discourage boats from being able to moor where
the otters occupy holts and so reduce boat disturbance. Otter conservation is seen
here as a priority.
Consequently the position in South East England could be viewed as promising on
the basis of the current trend.
Mark Hashim

NEWS OF OTTERS
Sea Otter recovery plans
On 9 August 2005, the sea otter was placed on the US Threatened Species List,
which is the second time in their history sea otters have been threatened with
extinction. The decline in sea otters is believed to be partly due to increased
predation by Orca whales, but by-catch from commercial fisheries is another
threat.

Now, the Marine Mammals Management Office is to develop critical habitats to help
sea otter recovery, with cover and shelter being the most important factors. About
50% of otters are within 10 meters or less from the shoreline, and about 95% are within
100 meters. Therefore the criteria being used to determine critical habitat includes
shallow rocky areas, kelp forests and near-shore waters and depth will be limited to
20 metres.
Five management areas are being proposed: Western Aleutian, Easter Aleutian, South
14
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Alaskan Peninsula, Bristol Bay and Kodiak.
The Marine Mammals Management Office is expected to present the proposal to the
federal register on 30 November 2008, and is open to public comment during that
time.
Kodiak Daily Mirror, 9 June 2008

Sea otter (Photo: Loraine Mitchell)

Sea Otter has pup in noisy marina!
A sea otter has raised her pup on a noisy dock in Monterey. The pair was watched
regularly feeding, grooming and resting on the dockside. The mother is tagged and
apparently this is the second pup she has had here and she herself was born and
raised in exactly the same spot!
The River Otter Journal, Spring/Summer 2008
Carp carnage at nature reserve near Darlington
Furious fishermen found several dead carp at a nature reserve near Darlington. A big
poaching problem there had been stopped and when partly eaten fish were found,
the culprits were believed to be otters. As the otter is legally protected the fishermen
resigned themselves that there was nothing they could do.
But what was strange was that the otters appeared to have returned to the River Tees,
yet no dead fish had been reported at a carp fishing pond within half a mile of the
river. Since then, the dead carp have been examined and the evidence clearly points
to mink as being the guilty party and indeed one was caught skinning a carp!
Fishing Fansonline, 23 May 2008

www.ottershop.co.uk
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Water upgrade delayed by otters
Work to improve the Nithsbridge sewage station near Kirkconnel was about to start
when Scottish Water engineers spotted signs of otters. As a result a full otter survey
had to be carried out and appropriate mitigation measures put in.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/scotland/south_of_scotland/7439635.stm,
6 June 2008
Otters return to Bristol
Pollution is believed to have driven otters out of Bristol about 50 years ago but recently
a wildlife cameraman caught an otter on film not far from the city centre. Richard
Taylor-Jones spent a month working at night to prove his theory that otters are back,
initially using a special infra-red motion sensitive camera on the river bank.
Otter spraints have also been found near the end of the M32 in Bristol, next to the new
Cabot Circus shopping centre.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/england/bristol/7318482.stm, 28 March 2008

European Otter (Photo: Nicole Duplaix)

Otter ‘subway’ plan for Denbighshire
Wildlife experts in Denbighshire are recommending an underground walkway in
a bid to protect otters from disturbance if a controversial recycling centre gets the
go-ahead. They have also recommended that cars and trucks entering the site, near
Rhuddlan Castle, should slow down.
There have been several sightings of otters at the site just off the A525, including a
16
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female with two cubs.
Local residents are campaigning against the development which they fear will spoil
their rural views and objections have been lodged by Cadw and the Campaign for the
Protection for Rural Wales
The Daily Post, 24 March 2008
First Evidence of Otters in Central Surrey for 40 Years
Otters are quite uncommon in Surrey, with the only signs in the far west of the county
on the River Wey and the Blackwater, and these are thought to have been left by the
occasional visitor. However, Chris Matcham, Otters and Rivers Project Officer of Surrey
Wildlife Trust, has now discovered several otter spraints in Godalming.
The Surrey Wildlife Trust is working on a number of projects to boost otter numbers
including mitigation measures on roads, improved habitat and artificial holts. Signs of
their presence are now being found more frequently which suggests these measures
are working and otter project volunteers will continue to monitor to see if the otter
stays or moves on.
www.wildlifeextra.com, Surrey Wildlife Trust. 21 March 2008
Scottish Water project to help otters
Otters living along the North Calder Water could benefit from a new environmental
project by Scottish Water. A storm pipe, designed to cope with extreme weather
conditions, is due to be constructed in the Chapelhall area and this will carry overspill
into the deeper flows of the river, away from the otters.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/7303377.stm
18 March 2008
Angler fined after killing otter in illegal net
An eel fisherman has been prosecuted and fined for setting an oversized net in
the River Witham between Tattershall Bridge and Dogdyke in June 2007.

Environment Agency staff were cutting back riverside vegetation when they found
the dead adult male otter in a floating fyke net, a long hooped net designed for
trapping fish. The fyke net used had an entrance of more than 1.31m whereas the
legal maximum is 1m.
The fisherman was fined £100 and ordered to pay £100 by Skegness Magistrates’ Court.
Lincolnshire Echo. 8 March 2008
Long Island River Otter Project
The status and distribution of the river otter on Long Island today is not well known.
They were believed to have been extinct by the mid-19th century although at least

www.ottershop.co.uk
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4 otters were trapped and stuffed from 1875-1901 and rare sightings were recorded
from the 1920s.
Now local naturalist Mike Bottini is working on a project to try and find some answers.
He is looking for assistance from the public, and is requesting that any sightings be
reported to him. He is also interested in signs of otters, including spraint.
To report river otter sightings and to learn more about the River Otter Project, contact
Mike Bottini at 267-5228, or by email at mike@peconic.org.
www.suffolklife.com,
5 March 2008
Anglers’ anger at otter invasion
Otters have recently been visiting the Brickfields Pond in Rhyl. Experts believe the
animal may be a temporary visitor, seeking alternative food while the nearby River
Clwyd is in full flood but Denbighshire Countryside Service plans to encourage the
otter to stay by building an artificial holt.
This has annoyed the local angling club who have spent thousands of pounds
stocking the pond with carp over two years and they are to appeal to the council not
to encourage otters to stay.
However, one keen fisherman Colin Chapman, from Cardiff, said not all anglers dreaded
the appearance of otters at favourite fishing spots as it shows the river is healthy and
the fish stocks are good.
www.icWales.co.uk
25 February 2008
End of the road for the river otters in Trinidad Bay, California
Scott Shannon has been studying the American river otters in Trinidad Bay in
California since 1983 and has come to know the individuals and watch generation
after generation of families there. The fact that these “river” otters were active in the
sea made them a special population to study.
Now sadly, his studies of the otters have come to an end. It is now six months since he last
saw an otter and he has come to the sad conclusion that this small population is extinct.
He saw his first otter on 6 June 1983 and had his last sighting on 7 December 2007.
During those years he observed seven generations and identified 89 individuals, the
oldest of which was “Little Mama” who died at nearly 14 years of age.
Scott is obviously very upset to lose his own very personal otters and said

“Those who know me personally must appreciate how difficult it is for me to
bear this worst of possible outcomes. These otters were like family to me,
and it weighs heavily on my heart to know that they are finally gone. My only
consolation is that their decline was principally of their own doing. This was
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the almost inevitable outcome of two successive generations of females failing
in their maternal responsibilities. There really was nothing I could do except
bear witness as mortality outpaced reproduction, and attrition reduced their
numbers from a high of 18 in 1991 to zero today.”

More information about Scott’s experiences with the otters can be found on his
website (which will sadly no longer be updated) – http://otters.net/

American river otter (Photo: Nicole Duplaix)

Tobermory: the tail-less otter
We had a very strange and worrying email a little while ago as a tail-less otter had
been spotted in Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. The wound was completely healed but
we were worried that the otter could not hunt. However, we received an update to say
that this otter has apparently been around for a few months and is clearly surviving
without his tail. This came as a complete surprise as otters use their tails so much in
swimming, but this individual must be very adaptable!
Otters and Rabbits
The diet of otters is predominantly fish but every so often we hear of something a little
bit different. And recently we had an email from Norman MacLeod of North Uist who
had just taken a photo of an otter eating a rabbit. We have come across this before,
particularly on the Isle of Pabay in Broadford Bay, where a large part of their diet is in
fact rabbits. Norman told us that this is also the situation in parts of the machair on
North Uist and sent this photo of an otter hunting on the machair.
(Machair is a Gaelic word for a very special habitat which is unique to northwest Scotland and Ireland and covers large parts of the Outer Hebrides. It
is generally an area of sand dunes where the sand blows inland and because
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of the high content of shells it produces a fertile plain. The machair land
is characterised by a carpet of flowers and it is also the stronghold of the
corncrake and so it is a very important area for conservation.)

Uist otter eating rabbit (Photo: Norman McLeod)

UPDATES
Otters of the River Lune
In Otter News 48 we told you about the proposal to build three holiday chalets only
yards from a natal holt on the River Lune in Lancashire. Fortunately in October 2007
this proposal was turned down – a real demonstration that if we stand up for what
is right we can actually ensure conservation legislation is respected. We have now
received the following update from Tim and Erica Sarney, who were so active in the
campaign to protect the otters:
“You will be pleased to hear that the River Lune otters are still present and on 16th
February we watched an otter preparing her holt. It was really spectacular as she was
swimming to a fallen tree in the river and jumping up, out of the water to catch hold
of the caught debris she wanted for her nest and then carrying it back to the holt. She
did this time and time again. It made us realise what a strong and powerful animal
she is.
We had terrible floods just after we saw her nest building for several weeks so we really
feared for the young. Then on 10th May we saw her with a single cub. As far as we
are aware this is her third family at the holt.
20

IOSF - International Otter Survival Fund

On the council website the otter holt is now shown as a protected habitat for all the
planning applications and the Environment Agency and the County Ecologist Office
are also taking an interest.
Sadly Chris Littlefield from the Lune Habitat Group died suddenly earlier this year.
It was tragic - he was a lovely man and he worked so hard to protect the River Lune.
He is sadly missed by many.”
Here is a photo of the otters of the Lune who owe a lot to people like Tim, Erica and
Chris.

Otters in the River Lune (Photo: Tim and Erica Sarney)

Anti Snares Campaign
The Scottish Government recently announced that it does not intend to ban snaring,
and instead it proposes to introduce measures to regulate the continued use of these
cruel and indiscriminate traps. Such measures are unacceptable - only a full ban on
snares will stop the widespread suffering of animals.
This decision goes totally against the wishes of the Scottish public. zIn Parliament
David Stewart, MSP for the Highlands and Islands, asked how many people had
contacted the Minister for the Environment to express the view that snaring should be
totally banned in Scotland. To this Michael Russell replied that he had have received
7,182 representations supporting the total ban – this was out of a total of 7,192
representations received – an incredible 99.9%! And yet in spite of this he has decided
to go with a system of regulation rather than a total ban – completely ignoring the
opinion of this vast majority of people. We all know that regulation will be totally
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ineffective and animals, including otters, will continue to suffer agonising deaths.
So the campaign to ban snares goes on.
One argument supporting the use of snares is that killing foxes protects ground nesting
birds. If this is the case, then why
is the RSPB, the UK’s principal
authority on bird conservation
and a land manager of over
130,000 hectares in the UK,
against their use.
IOSF will continue to campaign
for a COMPLETE ban on the
use of snares as this is the only
way to stop our wildlife being
slaughtered in this way. We
urgently need your help with
this.
For more information please
either contact us or go to

w w w. b a n s n a re s. co m
WE HAVE TO MAKE THE
SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE TAKE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC DEMAND
AND YOU CAN HELP.

Postcard Campaign
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Thanks from Kenya
One of our supporters recently kindly donated a digital camera which has been sent
to the Kisumu Science Teachers Otter Wetlands Conservation, Friends of Lake Victoria
Otters.
Mark Origa from the group sent us the following letter:
On behalf of the KISTOC group I am very thankful for the camera. It
will help us in evaluation work and it will also help us in sharing our
work with other people and conservationists like you.
Please kindly pass our gratitude to the friend who made this possible.
We hope and promise to work together for the good of the Lake
Victoria Otters and its wetlands.
Today, as I write this E-mail the success of the planting of mangrove
plants to improve the breeding site of otters can be seen by the
improved numbers of otters that have been sighted of late. Although
the increase in the numbers of otters has been very slow, there is a
definite improvement in there numbers.
Thanks a lot for being there for us - it will help us a lot in our work.
Yours faithfully,
MARK ORIGA
CHAIRMAN- KISUMU SCIENCE TEACHERS OTTER WETLANDS
CONSERVATION, FRIENDS OF LAKE VICTORIA OTTERS

Kenya – Friends of Lake Victoria Otters (Photo: Mark Origa)

Check out the IOSF wishlist at http://www.otter.org/wishlist.html
You may be able to help too.
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STOP PRESS... STOP PRESS...
17 June 2008 - Dara has just been moved to his new enclosure, which was funded by the
IOSF Furget-Me-Not appeal. Here is an email from Annette Olsson giving us the news:
“The release ceremony went really well this morning! Dara was blessed and released in
his new home. Cautious at first , he quickly took to his new home. He has not had access
to swimming water for a long time, so when he overcame his first fear of letting go of the
safe land, he loved swimming around, diving, twisting and turning in the water! He also
explored the land areas; running around, playing, attacking scrub and pulling around
bits of grass. Very nice to watch.”

Dara being blessed by monks in his new home (Photo Credit: Annette Olsson)

About IOSF
Registered business address: 7 Black Park, Broadford, Isle of Skye IV49 9DE Scotland
Tel: 01471 822 487 Fax: 01471 822 487 Email: info@otter.org Website: www.otter.org
Charity number: SC003875
Who’s Who at IOSF
Patron: Julian Pettifer – Presidents: Dennis Furnell, Laurence Broderick
Co-ordinator: Janet Wildgoose – Development Officer: Helen Birch
Head of Operations: Dr Paul Yoxon – Scientific Advisor: Jim Conroy MSc
Asian Co-ordinator: Prof Padma da Silva – European Co-ordinator: Dr Vadim Sidorovich
Furget-Me-Not Co-ordinators – Carol Bennetto, Lesley C Wright, Annette Olsson (Cambodia)
A NOTE WHEN WRITING:
Could we please ask you to give us your sponsorship number whenever you
write as it does help us to find your records more quickly. Thanks.
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