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Please share our news

We always start ourupdate with some good news but it is
impossible to ignore what is going otukraine.People and

animals are all suffering under the bombardment of Russia and ou
thoughts go to all of them.

Photo byA Y A 3 josUn In 2019 levgen Skorobogatov and his colleagues published a pape
t he |1 OSF OPreliminary Jesultsrohtlzediest otter i
survey in Chornobyl Exclusion Zone, Northern

first began we tried to contact levgen to check how he was but unsurprisingly we have heard nothing
can hope is that he, his colleagukfjends and family have managed to get to safety.

It is at times like these that we all have to be grateful for what we have. Yes, prices are all going up
are shortages in certain areas but if we have our health, our families ardsbaukhbéetyainly consider
ourselves fortunate.

Malaysian Otter Training Workshop @et<Green Light!
We arevery happyo say that we can finally go ahead with our next Asian training workshop which will
be held in Malaysia from2% April 2022.

Thailand and Myanmar are major hubs for illegal trade in otters for furs and also for pets and so we \
people from there to make it a regional event. This will develop more otter workers in these three co
encourage good crbssdecooperation to identify priorities for future work and collaboration, and count
trade. As recently as 8 March 2022, IOSF was informed of 25 cubs being rescued in Indonesia so tt
from illegal trade in seatht Asia is large and current.

In Malaysia otters are now appearing in the city of Kuala Lumpur. So Sivasothi, the Otterman of Sing
join us to share experience with urban otters in Singapore and hopefully help to avoid potential confli

In 2020 the Malaysian NatweiMNS) received an IOSF grant as part of World Otter Day and as a |
this they set up the Malaysian Otter Network (MQ .
They are helping us to organise this exciting work

In addition we will be joined by representatives frk
Wildlife Fends Foundation Thailand (WFFT), and |
Myanmar Environmental Innovation Foundation (§

The workshop will be a mix of classroom studies & i ,
discussion, and practical field work, which has proved a successful format in previous Workshops A
workshop we will be joined by researchers who are developing Footprint Identification Technology fa
species of Asian otters. There will be an opportunity to test this in the field during the workshop.

Below you can read an update on the therklafaysian Nature Society
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An Update from the Malaysian Nature Society
The Malaysian Nature Society has provided this update g‘c“c‘”““ﬂ@,

& %
5 %
MNS Otter ProjecBafeguarding the Malaysian Otters i 9 2
By Woo Chee Yob#®g Balu Perurial % 5
“7}. (J\

Wildlife Conservation Offitalaysian Nature Society (MNS) Sy S
2Member, Malaysia Otter Network (MON) NATUR
3Head of Conservation Division, Malaysian Nature Society (MNS)

Malaysia is rankedathong the megadiverse countries and is better known for its large mammals foul
the country duas the Malayan tiger, Asiatic elephant, Malayan tapir and Orang utan. Small mammals
not receive much conservation resources and effort. The general public is also unaware of our small
including otters, a unique-agoatic carnivorestead, the public often mistakes them as sea otters or
beavers which are not found in Malaysia.

All four species of otter that occur in Malaysia are both freshwater and coastal species. They are the
coated ottekftrogale perspiciljatssian sni@lawed otteA@nyx cinereydairnosed ottek (tra
sumatranaand Eurasian otleutta lutda The first three species are globally threatened; tvea@doth
otterand Asiansmtall awed otter are cl as-soefdi e@d taeg i \Su lirEe
specifically. The Eurasian otter, however, | ¢
in Malaysia for a significant amount of time. It is worth noting thaseéldeolizirys endemic to Southeast
Asia and is considered the rarest otter species in the world.

The Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) was established in 1940 and is the oldésisetterngrshipent
NGO in Malaysia. Wetland conservation is one
otters as the flagship species for #@sdvathservation work. Thus, the MNS Otter Project was establishe
2019 to advocate for otter conservation along-benitaitBelangor Coast (NCSC), Selangor State in
Peninsular Malaysia. NCSC is recognised as one of the Important Bigitarddziedix) and a

potential East Asianstralasian Flyway S|te The Kuala Selangor Nature Park (KSNP) is situated at the
of NCSC which is -» ¥ currently managed by MNS as

a mangrove education centre. It is also the
first protected area managed bynaNGO in

Malaysia. KSNP ant other mangrove forests within

the NCSC and KSNP are crucial habitats for

the three Asian ottg species.

Project is also the first project
specifically promotes otters as
the flagship species: & to potect and conserve both
coastal and : o B e freshwater wetlands. In this
Project, MNS engages with government agencies, local communities etc. and conducts ecological re
the otters to address knowledge gaps.

The MNS Otter
in Malaysia that

Throughout the first two years-PB22) bthe project, we have achieved the following:

1) Produced a preliminary otter distribution map along NCSC;

2) Developed a novel PRIRLP genetic technique for identifying three Asian otter species using the
spraints;

3) ldentified three species of (sttevotitoated otter, Asian sitlalived otter and haioged otter)
through spraint analysis, camera trapping and direct observation;

4) Trained 10 local people in surveying and monitoring otter populations;

5) Initiated humartter conflict documentation;
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6) Fist humawotter conflict workshop was held virtually with the collaboration from the Departmen
Fisheries Malaysia;

7) Founded the Malaysia Otter Network (MON), consisting of 12 otter/mammal professionals whi
experts in otter research and leadastservation in different regions (Sabah/Sarawak/Peninsular
Malaysia) in Malaysia.

8) Celebrated World Otter Day 2021 with an otter webinar.

In the next phase of the project, we will

() complete the spatial distribution map.

(i) initiate a radioacking study.

(i)  produce a humatter conflict hotspot map.

(iv)  form a group of msiéikeholders consisting of government agencies and local aquaculturists
humarotter conflict mitigation.

We will also hold an international training workshop partnering \&tibribe@iterrsurvival Fund as soon
as Covid 9 restrictions allow.

MNS would like to thank The Conservation, Food & Health Foundation for their support. For those wi|
like to contribute to our project, please join MNS as (attpermber.mns.my/jeirs) Or Visit the
International Otter Survival Fund to dapatenyw.otter.org/public/IOSFCurrentProjects Asii.aspx

NOTEMNS is saddened to inform yoBahaPerumal, Head of Conservation of the Malaysian
Nature SocidlyINS), passeavaypeacefullygn6 August02lasaresulof COVIEL9related
complicationdewasb4. He was a strong supporter of the MNSdpter

Al | of us at | OSF would I i ke to send our conc
close to him.

Otter Rehab in Canada

We were recently contacted by WIldARC, a rehab centre in Victoria on Vancouver Islan@SFanada.
has worked with them for a long time and corresponded with WiIldARC during their rescue of North A
river otters, all the way back to the early 2000s.

WildAR®ave just received a new male otter into their careaditheveah scared, thin and had major
wounds to his body but thanks to their expert care he is now, hopefully, on the mend.

As we knofromour own work with Eurasian otters
| you can never be complacent with their care and
- although first signs for this otter are positive, he still he

' along way to go and will be nursed back to full health
by the WIldARC team before his release back to the
wild.

Rescued mured ottﬁlﬂﬁg treatment R .
ry owidarc | f youdd | i ke to help su

more about it, visit
https://medical.spca.bc.ca/participant/2642306/2500/

Join The River OtYewCelechratonsogy Pr oj ect ds
On Sunday 1 May the River Otter Ecology Project is celebratihyéar@Dsupporting watershed
conservation through research, community science, and education!
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You can join them for the afternoon at the Han¥iRekdeds in Calistoga, California, and the Executive
Director, Megan Isadore, will tell you about their future plans.

Tickets are availabletat://riverotterecology.org/

News from The Sanctuary

Preparéions are well in hand to make the change from the existing hospital to the new facility in April
as easy as possiblét has given us the opportunity to assess all the cages, equipment, etc to see wha
needs replacing and what is still essentravtwk. It is, of course, essential that we can continue to care
the otters and so we have plans for temporary enclosures for any small cubs which come in during tt
changeover.

We are so thankful t o ev e rsharenvgh yaurowr brand sew tadilifies.r ¢

- o

Our newest arrival, Wally, is doing very well. He was found niear Dingwall
January hence his name. He had quite a few ups and downs in the early d
but is now eating well and putting on weight. He is a really cute little guy ar
when he was tiny | iked to phishitie A WI
pink mse poking dut

He is now eating very well and is an independent grumpy otter.

Over the past month or so the weather has improved quite a lot, although a
_ . write this we have had a day of more gales and rain. But at least the gener
| trend is for bettweather and snowdrops, crocuses and daffodils are out. We
Wally hiding as best:Ee. M are looking for our first primrose too.

All the older otters are fine. Storm is exploring more of his outdoor run now and enjoys the pool. Ho
cheeky thing. She always grabs a fish andlayio®at in private and sometimes takeketjotol to

play with. She has growmsch recently and will soon be released. Bealltainn is still taking in more be
for herself and now has a éogye st 0 .

—_—

Beautiful Bealltainn

Please support IOSF and help to ensure that
important conservation and awareness work . -
> continues. of' - e‘“; . w"‘f@"; _
UK taxpayers: ’ . A ik )
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Otter Shop Product of the Month

www.ottershop.co.uk &

Sunday2Pal NOK A& a2iKSNN&a 5F& yR &2dz Qty FTAYR |
ideas for your Mum.¢ KSNBE Qa a2YSGKAy3a (G2 adzad_ Kt L0 S
over to thelOSF Otter Shoandbuy that special gift now ‘
aSIFNOK WIATFGEQ LIJazuKSN\DaotteBI e
adoption,silver otterjewellery to

notebooksand flash drive.

IOSF World Otter Day 2022

Just under two months away, World Otter Day is fast approaching and we would I
you to join us with an event, raising awareness on social media or any other ways
want to helgters.

Events Map
If you are planning an event, please let us know _ i =

and we can add them to the World Otter Day  « *us SNC S
events map found here e -}

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=14bwLPiHYuKmNXrES8yZh81V o S e S
rifNLmUb&usp=sharing o

25 May 2022

Resources
Findour World Otter Day Resources on the IOSF website
(https://otter.org/Public/MediaAndResources Resources OtherEducationalResoyices.aspx

Grants
World Otter Day Grants are still availajpdel dvaventil 25 Marcb submit your applicatibyou have
plans for an event to raise awareness or resealialhyotie own local area please apply here

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfs HlvRoec2 a0BkaQAzHYBHCFAG{E
iYsya80Q/viewform?usp=sf link

2021 World Otter Day Grant event
On World Wetlands Day, 2 February 2022, Dr Eswar Narayardalyeddvaremess gramme for a

group of students. This was actually a World Otter Day 20pp@vedthy an IOSF WOD thednwas
delayed by the pandemic restrictions.

The programme consisted of an introductory day i
college which detailed the conservatisresih need fogs
study as well as a briefing on the importance of theg
where they live.

On the second day, a field session was held withingh
Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary, situated near Kakinadag#
Andhra Pradesh, India. The Forest Department hat¥e
organised a programme for the occasion of World <
Wetlands Day so the students were able to participate in both. These sessions hlghllghted

nnnnn

1 the biodiversity of the area, its flora and fauna,
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1 themanagement and duties of the forest officers in conserving the habitatscoftied stbeisth
and also fishing cats.

The students also had an unique opportunity to interact with the forest officers and gain insights into
on work withine sanctuary.

Thanks to this event there is now an increased awareness of the importance of these otters within th
ecosystem of this sanctuary.

Webinar
IOSF is excited to announce our second Webinar for World Otter Day 20 %ﬁbagtrrek

year 6s greaesndcessmaadswe were joined by people from all REBINAL 4;,
world. It is important to showcase otters and the amazing work that is bemg do;&
globally and the webinar gives us the chance to do this. This year is proving just¥
as popular and almost 90Ipdwye already signed up.

The Webinar will take place on Wednesday 25 May (World Otter Day)-if
will be two sessions with different speakers in each. The sessions will ia place at

the following times: 25th May 2022

Morning Sessio09.00 11.30am (UK Time)
Evening Sessioh7.00 19.30 (UK Time)

#WorldOtterDay
A

We are delighted to announce 10 new topics art
may differ from the outlines below:

Morning:

*Dr Paul Yoxorii Ot t er Spr ai nt alySisiarnvde yLsi naintda tSipornasiont An

* Dr Eleanor KedtUnexpected results from a paititenotter survey of Wales™"

* Mohan Shrestha, Neffaurasian Otter in Nepaleiling the presence after three decades"

* Frederick KistiiérWhat you can learn by Igakiotter footpridit&n introduction to the Footprint
Identification Technology (FIT) for Otters."

* Klaudja Koci/Bledi HoxWa overview of European Otter research and monitoring in the Prespa Lake
Albania"

Evening:

* Adriana Belen Valleja@de distribution of Neotropical Otters and the climate crisis: A study case in no
Argentina”

* Fernanda MichalsBitudying Giant otters in Brazil and the effectsebédtyidrdams.

* Javier Trivelli and Valentina Diaz Sé@auagung&eOttering Chile"

*NicolaOkésOt t er s in South Africa and the increasete
* Heather Barrett, Sea Otter SaBejng Sea Otter Savvy"

The Webinar will be free of charge so that as many people can attend but if you wodlthi#keio make &
to support our Webinar please use thiggdikottershop.co.uk/products/donttéosft-worldotterdaywebinar

If you are interested in joiningaba&V, then please complete the form here
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciyLpYHZnzWbgg1dJhNpCPB6EXiLQloh1u2PvQgOi@kcjiA/view

Please share these posts and spread the word about IOSF's woikhaitk poielrs.

Let 6s enjoy celebrating otters
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CORPORATE MEMBERSHWIRETHER YOU OWN A BUSINESS OR ARE EM&b&YE®company
have a green policstipport conservation? Then perhaps the company would like to consider becoming a
Corporate Member with IOSF and supporting our work with otters.

You can find out more information on ourhitebatter.org/Public/HelpUs CorporateSponsorship.aspx

| donrﬂ “ https://giveacar.co.uk/charities/in

ternationalotter-survivatfund/

. Regular and secure giving to IOSF and otte GIVEACAR
conservation... at your fingertips. 3 .
| Text OTTER 10 to 70085 to donate £10 (or GveAQr - um your old
changethe amount to however much you carbike/van/caravaninto cash folOSF
Siehto give) With free collection, youvehiclewill be
|r 1 auctioned or sold for scrap, depending on it§

You can donate monthly via our partners at condition, and the proceeds (minurvice

the DONR giving platform that allows an fees) raised going tsupport our work in
easy and safe way method to give. This can 9 X g tsupp
otter conservation.

J be as little or as much as you can afford.

| Visit https://www.donr.com/iosf to find out Find out more at https://giveacar.co.uk or
more. call 020 7736 4242
Sea Otter Genetic Work
Studies into the sea otterds genome haAswe r eV e

have mentioned many times, sea otters were hunted heavily during the height of the fur trade in Nort
Once boasting a population of around 300,000 animals they dropped to a few thousand during the he
trade. Populations have sewavered but not to anywhere near their previous numbers.

Annabel Beichman, of the University of Washington, supguatsddayysaioouglas Kennethéas
studying various aspects in r el aequeace, andbiowt he ¢

species decline affects their genetic diversity.

Kennett revealed that although otters were hunted heavily during the fur
trade, they have been hunted in a more sustainable way for around 5,0C
yeardn his study area in Santa Barbara Channel.

The study worked on genome analysis of sea otter populations throughc
history. Studies of five major areas, including historical populations, reve
that each had suffered from severe population desltngy @ietermined

a link between the current Californian sea otter population and the popul
in the area thousands of years ago. It showed that the current populations are in fact ancestors of the
population from years ago rather than, vehbebewe, otters that travelled down from the northern Pacific
following the fur trade.

There are also worries that further reductions in sea otter populations could affect them genetically. |
the study revealed that isolated populationsd@rexigb the fur trade and otters do not need a large
population to maintain genetic health.

Despite the study offering positive results for sea otters, the researchers reminded us that more infor
needs to be gathered. They emphasised thtaidhaad only been conducted on small populations and t
gain a true reflection on otter populations more needs to be done.
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https://dailynexus.com/20@214/peeringnto-the-seaottergenomeevealsmuch/

Ottersn India

Otter watching towers

There are plans to create watchtowers to aid in the watching of otters along the Tungabhadra River i
Karnataka state. The area, of around 30km, i ¢
otters in the region.

The watchtowers pl@nned to help people view the otters in areas where they are known to fish and c
across to playtherefore, providing perfect viewing areas. Furthermore, otter enthusiasts have been kr
get too close on riverbanks and force otters todeave foe r wat er s . It is tho

in five locations, will help reduce otter disturbance while providing otter watchers with the perfect pla

their favourite animals.
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/2022/feb/22/wattbHrnness p-at-ottersanctuaryalong
tungabhadraiver2422473.html

Concerns over illegal fishing

lllegal fishing in the National Chambal Sanctuary in Kota,
Rajasthan, is causing concerns for species within the reserve.
Fishermen are taking advantage of the laaklmigpaithin the

area to cast tubes and nets to catch fish which are causing issl
for local wildlife, including sreoatkd otters. Dynamite fishing

is also being used which is illegal and highly destructive.

Conservationists are calling for ithst B&partment to monitor

: ¢ these protected areas and the threats to the native wildlife.
' —_— https://timesofindia.indiates.com/city/jaipur/illegiidhinghits-aguatie

life-in-chambaktudy/articleshow/89859856.cms

Otters reappear

Smootktoated otters have not been seen in the Upper Anaicut near Mukkombu, Tamil Nadu, for som
during a search for storks theyyspetted once again. Initially, believed to be crows it turned out to be ei
otters enjoying the river bank.

Severe drought in the area was believed to have driven away the otters in previous years but it seen
backi for now at least.

Otters are known as neer naai (aquatic dogs) in Tamil, which is a common translation of local names
egkalbamab6a i n Arabic and madra wuisce in Ilrish

South America is often cpied de agua, again water dog, and even lobo del rio, strictly river wolf.
https://www.thehindu.conels/cities/Tiruchirapalli/smoatbatedottersseenrnearmukkombeafteralong
break/article65092310.ece

. Team Otter
(g Letds all say a massive O6Hell o0od to An
' Anakin fell in love with otters when he visited an aquarium at the age of 3 and boug
- first soft cuddly otter! Since then,
LAY = mi= family which you can see in the picture below.

S
As with many peopldh e pandemic has been tough for Anaki

revitalise his happiness and confidence. He attaches his otter badge, received in a Holly adoption, tc
pencil which he <cal |l shelpddgrowie oconfidenck ¢eowards higpsehnot woik.(
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/smooth-coated-otters-seen-near-mukkombu-after-a-long-break/article65092310.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/smooth-coated-otters-seen-near-mukkombu-after-a-long-break/article65092310.ece
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Santa brought Anakin two new otter adoptions, Bemaliainf5t or m, t

otters and this brought more joy i fe
three otter pictures proudly sit on his desk and overlook his school work. As

been working on his handwriting, heddecid#e a letter to his favourite three o

Hol ly, Bealltainn and Stor m. Ana tter
showed his passion for the species.

We all love otters but it is really refreshing to see how much iofizapbsitiees,

and our rehabbed otters in partic n he
brilliant to see how Anakinbds pas: t he

bringing him confidence.

Anakin, the three otters ang grateful for your support and care for them and
you have so much love for them will stand them in good stead for their eve

If you are interested in forming your own Tea@tter Club contactBen@otter.org

Otters ad Orcas

How about ONot for the first ti me wecashnave bece
ScotlandOn this occasion the pod, known as the 27s, were led by one major bull and two of the anin
after the otter but it managed to evade them. This is the first time that the 27s pod have been docum
for otters but the ottves pods around the Shetland Isles have been seeriito do this

Sharon Jack, the photographer and Orca enthusiast, said that she believed that if the Orcas had rea
to catch the otter they could have done so but it could also have beiothieeqoitde that saved it. A
trait often used by seals is to head to the |
to do the same maybe spared its life.

It is hard to determine whether the Orcas were huntirgg theretieplaying with it. Orca are well known
for being incredibly playful, especially with prey, and normally predate on seals in the area. Otters ar
leaner and therefore offer less of a meal than a seal so it is difficult to knovnij ptteys g die

regularly or merely misidentified by the whales.

When we first heard of Orcas going for otter s
shore. Then we saw photos showing just how close the Orcas aretbisnitgidahtithe interaction
between the two species happened in a bay and the picture below shows how close and how stealth
be!

Whatever the case, this is one lucky otter!

Still on the theme of whades

Pilot WhalesfbSkye

On the morning éfriday 4 March we received a phone call from a Janet who used to workSkigh us.
lives in Dungabout 5 miles from Broadford, and she told us that there was a large pod of pilot whales
water just in front of her house. In this area there is a narrow channel between Skye and the island «
and at very low tides you could even watkScapay. That Friday low tide was about 2pm and it would
very low so there was a real risk of a mass stranding.

We went out to check for ourselves and contacted British Divers Marine Life Rescue. At the narrowe
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small pod of aboutdakphins swam past really quickly but we could see the whales further along the cl
towards Portree.

There turned out to be about 45 whales and they seemed to be staying more or less in one place cir
individual. Fortunately they wernre tsildeepest part of the channel but they did very little apart from sp

hopping.

Things changed at about 3.30pm after
the tide had turned and the group
became very active and splashing

about. Sometgihad obviously

happened and at about 5pm they

started to move north with more

. purpose but stopping every few minutes
for a rest. They then turned east
between Raasay and Scalpay and into
= === % deeper water. A similar incident had
happened a few years agdhmdthe pilot whales moved out of the Scalpay narrows and up to Staffin v
some did strand and died. This time they were last seen at about 6.15pm but we were all still on ale

Within the group there were a few small calves and a veryasra#icogpotted. It is thought that maybe
they moved into the safety of the channel for a female to give birth and this was the one being protec
more usual for pilot whales to give birth in summer but they can do this at any tirasiofigear on occ
Maybe the excitement at 3.30 was the arrival of the youngster.

It was a truly amazing sight to see so many whales but we were all so relieved when they left and he
open water.

Sea Otter Lamp

Amazing Aberdedrased potter AJ Simpsbrought otters into The Great Pottery Throw Down
competition recently.

|l nspired by their | ove of otters, AJ created
Abeauti ful 0 and even
theWeek award which hel |
to the next round.

The piece was difficult to perfect and AJ had
concerns about making
creepyo but we think
depicted the sea otter perfectly.

ACongratul ations! oo to
the final of The Great Pottery Throw Down.
You can keep an eye on AJ's pottery on
Facebootttps://www.facebook.com/ajceramic/

©Love Productions and Instag.ram . )
https://www.instagram.com/ajceramic/?hien

News in Brief

Man caught with endangered species

An associate professor in Texas has been charged with importing illegatswidtifeytraciyuiring the
necessary permits and declaring his possession of them. The Endangered Species act means that a
100f 13
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