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Who are you looking at? 

A cub scrambles up a steep bank after its mum. 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 

Exciting News from Guyana (photos ©Save The Giants) 
As you know, when we were in Guyana last year for the training workshop two teams 
of local people were created to carry on the otter project:  one for fieldwork and one 
for community education.  These people receive a regular stipend in return for their work.  
Obviously with the Covid situation things have had to be suspended as work on the river is 
not allowed and they also cannot visit other communities for education purposes. 

 
However, before this happened they managed to get some wonderful 
photos from the camera traps.  
 
So where do things go from here, once work can re-start properly. 
 
The training workshop was organised with Save The Giants (STG) 
and there are exciting plans involving collaboration with Caiman 
House Incorporated (CHI), Wabbani and the Cobra Collective (CC), 
who are all involved in supporting communities to develop 
sustainable social enterprises through craft work, education, and 
environmental projects.   
 
 

 
   

Yupukari Science Center 
This was discussed during the 
workshop and the aim is to create 
an environmental research and 
education hub in Yupukari, one of 
16 villages within the North 
Rupununi that are home to the 
Indigenous Makushi and Wapishana 
peoples of Guyana.  The North 
Rupununi wetlands are in the 
southern interior of Guyana and 
there is a rich terrestrial and 

freshwater biodiversity.  This is not only 
important for conservation but also provides the communities with a range of livelihood 
activities, including subsistence fishing and ecotourism.  
 
The village is situated on a hill overlooking the Rupununi river and rainforests to the east, 
and the Rupununi wetlands and savannas to the west. Thanks to over 20 years of investment 
in community environmental education and research, Yupukari has grown to be a major 
centre for integrated conservation and development in the North Rupununi.  
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We’ve nearly made it. 
 

It’s a hard life being a Giant Otter! 

A Neotropical Otter investigates 
the holt area of the Giant Otters. 

 

 

The aim of the Centre is to provide a multi-use 
educational space for the Yupukari 
Environmental Monitoring Group (YEMG), a 
collaborative group of local and international 
scientists.  This will enable members of the 
group to share resources and data.  For 
example, STG can provide data to the River 
Turtle Survival Program and Black Caiman 
Monitoring Project, who can submit otter 
records during their work.  Interns and 
researchers can also stay in the centre 

accommodation.  This will generate so much 
more information on both species of otter 
(Neotropical and Giant), their behaviour, 
ecology and threats. 
 
There will be a meeting space for various 
organisations and the local wildlife club, lab 
facilities, computers with improved internet 
access, and scientific and educational material, 
all of which can be securely stored.  It will also 
house an interpretation room for visitors to 
the village during special eco-tours which 

generate more income to the people.   
 
The building will have an eco-friendly design which supports 
the community.  Building materials will be sourced locally 
using sustainable extraction and construction methods and 
local engineers/carpenters will be hired for the construction, 
from start to finish. 
 
Ideally it would be good to see construction begin as soon as 
possible, but this clearly depends on Covid 19 restrictions.  We 
are working with STG to raise the necessary funds for 
construction but the long-term aim is for it to be self-financing 
through ecotourism, research activities, etc. 
 
If you would like to donate to this exciting project you can 
do so at The Otter Shop selecting “Guyana” from the 
dropdown menu or send a cheque with “Guyana” on the  
 back.  Many thanks.  

 
 

Save Vietnam’s Wildlife Nominated for Award 
We were delighted to hear that Save Vietnam’s Wildlife anti-poaching team and 
rangers at Pu Mat National Park have been nominated for ”Figure of the Year 2020” 
finalists in the VTV Awards. 
 
The team was only established in 2018 and since then they have destroyed almost 10,000 
traps and saved the lives of thousands of wild animals in the forest including the group of 15 
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Photo by Sarah Pflug from Burst 

Asian small-clawed otters confiscated by Police at the end of last year.  
 
There is a new directive no. 29 from the Minister aimed at addressing illegal wildlife trade as 
part of the country’s efforts to prevent future pandemics.  And yet it still goes on. 
 
The team said “Our mission does not stop there, we keep going on until Vietnam forests are 
safe!” 
 
We would like to congratulate them on their dedication and it is good to see that this is now 
being honoured!  But hopefully the day will come when they no longer need to do this work. 
 

A Heartfelt Message from a Fisherman 
It is often assumed that anyone who enjoys fishing is in for a head on collision with 
otters who take their fish.  But this is far from the truth.  Yes there are those who think 
that otters are only there to empty the waterways of all the fish available.  This 
attitude was demonstrated clearly after the Austrian authorities refused to extend 
permission to “remove” four otters by the Hallein Fisheries Association and there 
were various hysterical comments as we mentioned in last month’s e-update. 
 
But there are other fishermen who are true nature 
lovers and value the otter as a part of our 
ecosystem and an important part.  Recently there 
was a post on Facebook, from Richard Self, such a 
positive person, and he has given us permission to 
print his comment in full: 
 
“I’m an avid fisherman and nature lover. It 
disappoints me sooooooo much to see that the 
general public seem to think all fisherman persecute all forms of wildlife. I work in the industry 
and as a fishing lake baliff we do as much as we can to make the wildlife thrive around our 
lakes. The owner has spent over £50,000 to otter fence his lakes when we found out there were 
otters nearby. Yep that’s right £50,000!  
 
It’s not the otters fault they eat fish but it’s a responsibility of ours to make sure there is no 
conflict between otter and angler. We also do much more for the environment than people 
think. When we cut down trees or trim branches we don’t burn all of it. We put some aside to 

rot so insects can lay their eggs and certain beetles 
can find a safe habitat! We make sure we leave plenty 
of kingfisher perches in the lake after removing 
overhanging branches so they don’t suffer!  
 
We have an amazing amount of butterflies that come 
to our lakes because of the amount of wild flowers 
that grow in the sections of long grass we leave for 
that exact reason! We care vastly about the wildlife 
in and around the lake and we do all we can to make 
sure we can coexist!  
 
Please don’t see one individual’s comments or actions 

and tar us all with the same brush because all it does it cause more conflict and arguments! If 
all the rivers were healthy and had no pollution the otters would still have plenty of eels and 
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roach to eat rather than seeking out the stocked fishing lakes! But until man stops overfishing 
the oceans and stops the influx of millions of cormorants that then empty our rivers of small 
fish unfortunately otters will struggle to find their natural food sources! So before you slate 
fisherman maybe you should actually research what good the majority of nature loving 
fisherman do for the environment.” 
 
Clearly Richard understands how ecosystems work and that it is necessary to have a balance 
and that it is largely greed, overfishing and pollution that are causing the problem.  We must 
not be too quick to judge that just because someone is a fisherman then they must 
automatically be against otters.  And let’s be honest, there are also so-called 
“conservationists” who also don’t understand what is important to protect our environment. 
 
Thanks Richard 
 

Otters Killed in Illegal Traps 
IOSF was recently contacted by a fisherman in Dalry, in Southern Scotland, who had just 
found a dead otter in an illegal crayfish trap.  At that spot the river is connected to a hydro 
dam and so water levels rise and drop twice a day.  The fisherman reported it to the Police 
who are investigating but they said this is not the first incident like this. 
 
Like Richard, this fisherman has a lot of respect and concern for his local otters and enjoys 
watching them.   He had watched a young otter catching and eating crayfish for an hour 
before he found the dead one at the end of his day’s fishing.  Very sad. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And there was a similar incident where an otter was found dead in an illegal crayfish trap in 
the Berkhamsted Canal on 3 September.  But this appears to be a deliberate act as the trap 
had been baited with two large butchers bones presumably to attract an otter.  The RSPCA 
are investigating this incident and they are asking anyone with information to report it to 
their inspectorate appeal line on 0300 123 8018.”  The Environment Agency also stated that 
if anyone finds a trap of any description in the canal they should report it immediately via 
telephone number 0800 807060. 
 
It is so sad to see animals suffer and die in these illegal traps.  Otters cannot hold their breath 
very long and once they enter the trap they can’t get out and drown. 
 
The only positive is that the Police and RSPCA are making real efforts to find the culprit.  
Both incidents have been reported in the media and if anyone can help with either case you 
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Photo by Samuel Lee from Burst 

can report it to us and we can pass it on to the Police or RSPCA anonymously if you so wish. 
 
We all know that otters are legally protected by the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 and the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, which make it an offence to 
capture, kill, disturb or injure otters. 
 
Anyone found guilty of such an offence can face an unlimited fine and up to six months in 
prison. 
https://www.hertfordshiremercury.co.uk/news/hertfordshire-news/rspca-launch-investigation-after-
otter-4520289 

 

English Rivers Fail Pollution Tests 
And just to emphasise the comments from Richard above, a report has just been 
published which says that only 14% of the rivers in England are of a “good ecological 
standard” meaning that they are close to their natural state.  4,600 rivers, lakes and 
other waterways were tested but NOT ONE of them is of a “good chemical standard” 
largely as a result of pollutants entering the water system.  The following are just a 
few of the rivers tested and the standards reached:   
 
 River Nene, Northamptonshire & Lincolnshire, poor 
 River Lee, north London, poor 
 River Tamar, Devon and Cornwall, poor and moderate 
 River Wansbeck, Northumberland, moderate 
 River Cam, Cambridgeshire, poor and moderate 
 Little Ouse, Cambridgeshire & Bedfordshire, bad 
 
The last set of data was published in 2016, and it stated that 97% of the rivers were of a 
“good chemical standard” and 16% were of a “good ecological standard”, as this year.  It is 

true that the tests were harder in this year’s study and so it is 
difficult to compare but it is clear there has been no 
improvement even though the government had promised that 
by 2027 75% of the rivers would be rated as “good”.  
 
We are familiar with the usual sources of pollution – sewage, 
industrial chemicals and agricultural run-off, but we had been 
led to believe that things were improving.  However, the 
Environment Agency (EA) reported that sewage discharges 
from water companies are responsible for damage to 36% of 
waterways, and agricultural run-off for 40% of damage to 
waterways.  The Guardian also reported that raw sewage was 
dumped into rivers by water companies over 200,000 times in 
2019 alone!   

What is also worrying is that these figures have come as a 
result of the EU Water Framework Directive which is designed to improve water quality 
across Europe.  However, now that the country has voted to go out of the EU, these 
regulations will not apply to us, so what happens then?  The government and EA have set up 
a “storm overflow task force, but does this give us any confidence, especially when we hear 
that EA have cut their water sampling by 50% due to budget cuts.  According to the 
Environment Minister, Rebecca Pow, the data was “not comfortable reading”.  That is clearly 
a major understatement. 
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Otto running for freedom 

Sparky 

Effie and Reva are now together 

According to Dr Janina Gray, Head of Science and Policy at Salmon and Trout Conservation, 
the quality of English waterways is the worst in Europe.  In other parts of the UK the 
situation is considerably better – in Scotland 65.7% of waterways are in good health and in 
Wales it is 64%.  Obviously there is still a long way to go in these countries too until we can 
be confident that we have healthy waterways. 
 
At IOSF we have always said healthy waterways are not only necessary for otters, but for all 
species, including our own. 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/17/rivers-in-england-fail-pollution-tests-due-
to-sewage-and-chemicals?fbclid=IwAR3_m3NZXZjVoNA8DLsomL2bd-ZPIRnYc_-
gsrfSNOo5GQsjkDflUQXwdiE 
 

News from The Sanctuary 
Firstly, we would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who contributed to our 
special appeal to help with our fish bills.  You donated over £1,000 which is 
wonderful.  Thank you so much.  
 
There has been a lot of activity in the Sanctuary this month. 

 
The best news is that Otto and Harrie are 
now back in the wild.  Their release site was 
perfect – a lovely remote Highland river 
running through natural woodland.  And 
even the weather couldn’t have been any 
better.  The otters travelled well to the site 
and when the door was opened they had little 
hesitation to go into the water. 
     
They spent a short time exploring and then 
swam off downstream.  We have since had 
reports that they have been seen on a small 
island in the river and were playing and 
jumping in and out of the water.  They are 
clearly loving their new-found freedom. 

 
Sparky too will soon be back in the wild and we are making 
plans for this. 
 
Now that we have an empty enclosure we are doing a lot of 
maintenance work on it.  As usual the otters have done their 

own “landscaping”, moving big 
stones and digging holes.  Once this 
is all done we will be able to move 
Effie and Reva there, which will be 
much better for them. 
 
Sadly, the little otter from North Skye 
died.  Like many other cubs he had gone backwards after his arrival.  
When he came in he was eating chunks of salmon on his own.  He 
then had to be hand fed and then went on to fish soup.  He even 
stopped taking that and had to be given milk.  But even though he 
was taking food he continued to lose weight and despite treatment 
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A beautiful Manx Shearwater   Photos©Martin Benson 

 

 

from the vet he died.  He has been sent for post mortem to hopefully shed some light on the 
problem. 
 
As you know we do take other wild animal casualties and this month has brought the usual 
influx of Manx shearwaters.  Thousands of these beautiful birds nest on the Isle of Rum and 
set off on migration to South America at this time.  If the weather is wet and windy the young 
birds become tired and see the road as water.  Their legs are set very far back and they can’t 
take off from land – their burrows are on hillsides and they just run out and fly.  This makes 
them very vulnerable to cats and cars and all that is needed is to put them in a cardboard box 
overnight and then release them in the morning.   

 
If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque marked 
"Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk  Thank you 
 
               
         Donate to IOSF   https://www.ottershop.co.uk/donate-to-iosf-c2x11601155 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s almost Annual Review time and this year something will be a little 

different... the clear envelope containing your Annual Review is compostable 

and biodegradable.  Made using PLA film from annually renewable corn and 

other sugar starches, this is certified with the European standard EN 13432 and 

the OK biobased certificate from Vincotte, meaning you can be sure it will break 

down quickly.  It biodegrades completely into CO2, water and biomass (organic 

matter used as a fuel) under industrial composting conditions (6 months at 58° 

C). It can also be incinerated or put in some landfills.  

                           PLEASE, DO NOT RECYCLE. 
 

Hi kids, have you done something amazing for otters or know someone 
who has?  We know it has been harder with the virus problems but there 
are still people doing great things to help our otters who could deserve an 
IOSF Otter Oscar. 
 
Some kids are still carrying out their own beach cleans to remove litter 

which can harm otters and other wildlife.  Others are raising money for otter conservation.  

Please support IOSF and help to ensure that 

important conservation and awareness work 

continues. 

 
                                       UK taxpayers: 
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And many are spreading the word with their friends and family and through social media.  
These are all so important to help otters worldwide. 
 
You can nominate yourself or someone else for an IOSF Otter Oscar at 
https://otter.org/Public/News_OtterOscars.aspx 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on Team Otter check out our website (www.loveotters.org) or 
Facebook.  If you are interested in forming your own Team Otter Club contact 
Ben@otter.org. 
 

Sea Otter Awareness Week 
Every year in the last week of September there is a celebration of Sea Otter Awareness 
Week and this year it fell on 20-26 September.  The theme was “Bridging the Gaps” in 
order to fill in the gaps in our knowledge of this species.  The logo was designed by 
Heather Barrett and represents a sea otter resting in the water near the bridge at Bixby 
Creek along the Big Sur coast of California.  The bridge also represents the key role played by 
sea otters in maintaining the balance of the ecosystem, as we described in last month’s e-
update at Elkhorn Slough.  There is still a gap between northern and 
southern sea otters and it is hoped that by improving habitat in the 
gap the otters can expand into their historical range. 
  
As with our own World Otter Day, things were very different this 
year due to Covid restrictions.  Usually there are various events 
through zoos, educational institutions and government agencies 
to inspire people to have a greater awareness of sea otters, their 
role in the ecosystem and the risks they face.  But again social media 
and webinars played a major role in keeping people involved.   
 
There were talks and videos and links with various experts on the species all telling people 
about sea otters and how simple pastimes like kayaking, scuba diving, photography and 
walking on a beach can have a negative effect if not done responsibly.  People could learn 
about the importance of scientific studies and how rescued otters are treated and 
rehabilitated.  The Elakha Alliance spoke about how the reintroduction of sea otters to their 

http://www.otter.org/
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“Fluidity” 

“Out from the Shadows” 

“Making Friends” 

environment in Oregon could help restore their ecosystem. 
 
At the same time there were various sea otter cams including at Elkhorn Slough and Moss 
Landing, and the aquaria in Georgia, Oregon Coast, Seattle, Vancouver and Monterey Bay.  
 
Sea Otter Awareness Week is organised and sponsored by Defenders of Wildlife, Sea Otter 
Savvy and California Department of Parks and Recreation. 
 

Vivien Walters original art work – 25% donation to IOSF 
If you would like to own some amazing original otter artwork, Vivien Walters has three 
pieces for sale at The Wildlife Art Society International exhibition, which runs until May 28 
2021.  You can find out more by clicking this link.  Vivien will be donating to IOSF, 25% of 
the sale of each of these paintings. 
 
Thank you Vivien. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
https://ottershop.co.uk/pages/opportunity-to-buy-original-art-work-by-vivien-
walters?_pos=1&_sid=e1a579408&_ss=r  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And Yet More Problems With Litter 
Singapore otter cub dies from fish hook 
This is a tragedy but a 4 month old cub was found dead near Punggol Beach with a fish hook 
stuck in her throat.  She had been spotted with the line hanging from her mouth and various 
rescue teams tried to catch her to remove it.  Sadly this is the fifth member of the Punggol 

Our Otter Adoption Gift Box makes the perfect 
present.  We have standard or for children options,  
and if they love wildlife they will love to know this 
is helping otters. 
Find them at the Otter Shop 
(contents may vary) 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
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https://ottershop.co.uk/pages/opportunity-to-buy-original-art-work-by-vivien-walters?_pos=1&_sid=e1a579408&_ss=r
https://ottershop.co.uk/pages/opportunity-to-buy-original-art-work-by-vivien-walters?_pos=1&_sid=e1a579408&_ss=r
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Eurasian otter in a Scottish river ©Donald King 

family to die after three more cubs and their mother died recently, so now there is only one 
cub out of the five.  Apparently this cub was well know to local people begging for fish with 
her "raspy voice." 

The area of Punggol is popular with 
anglers and the post from Ottercity on 
Facebook put out a reminder for fishing 
people to make sure they dispose of 
their hooks and lines responsibly and to 
life their rods if wildlife goes near.  As 
they point out these hooks are also 
dangerous to people on the beach but 
whereas we know how to get help 
animals don’t and rely on us. 
https://mothership.sg/2020/09/coney-
island-otter-pup-fishing-hook/ 

 
 
 

Essex otter found by jogger 
A jogger recently found a young otter which was lying almost dead on a river bank in Essex.  
On the way to the vets it “vomited a chewed rubber fish lure” which must have seemed like a 
tasty meal.  The vets were not hopeful that it would survive but with intensive care it began 
to recover.  Fortunately, the lure didn’t seem to have any hooks on it as this would have been 
far more serious, as we have seen in Singapore. 
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-essex-54148429 

 
News In Brief 
More on Edinburgh Otters 
We have mentioned before about the studies being carried out on otters in the Water of 
Leith, but recently they have been turning up in other parts of the city.   
 
A wildlife filmmaker, Cam Robinson, recorded an otter in Dunsapie Loch at the top of 
Arthur’s Seat, which he nicknamed the “Otter on the Volcano”.  The animal is described as a 
young male (bull) otter although we all know that a male otter is actually called a dog.  It is 
thought to have come from a Duddingston Loch, which is larger and about a male away.The 
otter has been spotted by many people going up Arthur’s Seat and we just hope that this 
doesn’t cause too much disturbance to the otter. 
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/scotland-now/arthurs-seat-otter-living-top-22743245 
 

The otter was also recorded on video running off 
into the undergrowth with a pigeon it had caught. 
https://www.edinburghlive.co.uk/news/edinburgh-
news/watch-jaw-dropping-moment-arthurs-19021247 

 
And on the Scotrail Twitter page there was a video 
of an otter going through Edinburgh Haymarket 
station. 
https://twitter.com/i/status/1310668718930890752 

 
How it came to be there and whether it is the 
same otter, we don’t know. 

 
 

Smooth-coated otter cubs (detail of photo © Tan Yong) 
Lin) 
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https://twitter.com/i/status/1310668718930890752
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This photo, of one of the Hokkaido sea otters, was taken 
by Hideaki Okamura and we are very grateful to him for 
permission to use this. 

Wild sea otters in Hokkaido, Japan 
In 2014, Paul and Grace Yoxon of IOSF were invited to Hokkaido for a workshop looking at 
the possible reintroduction of Eurasian otters to Japan.  They were told then that sea otters 
were very rarely seen on the island although they were present on Sakhalin island in Russia, 
which was only about 28 miles away. 
 
Now there are reports that sea otters are starting to frequent Hamanaka on the east of 
Hokkaido and the tourist industry is thrilled as people come to see the otters.  In 2017 there 

were three otters (two females and one 
male) and now another male has joined 
and there is confirmed breeding. 
 
At the same time, the number of sea 
otters in zoos and aquariums has been 
greatly reduced and now there are only 
six captive otters in four aquariums.  The 
worry is that if the sea otters threaten 
local fishing industries they may be 
captured and sent to aquariums. 
 
We have to hope that the otters are 
valued for their appeal in tourism but 
that this is controlled so that the animals 

are not disturbed by this.  We do not want to see them being taken from the wild to be put on 
view to zoo visitors. 
https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20201004/p2g/00m/0et/027000c 

 
Drivers in Arcata urged to drive slowly to save otters 
Drivers in the city of Arcata, California, have been urged by the Environmental Services 
Department to drive slowly on I Street at and close to the Arcata Marsh and Wildlife 
Sanctuary in order to protect otters and other wildlife. Visitors are also being asked to 
submit any otter sightings from coastlines in Humboldt, Del Norte, and adjacent counties in 
Northern California and Southern Oregon to the Humboldt State University River Otter 
Citizen Science Project at otters@humboldt.edu.  More information can be found at 
http://www2.humboldt.edu/wildlife/faculty/black/research/otters.html.  
https://kymkemp.com/2020/09/08/drive-slow-at-the-arcata-marsh-wildlife-sanctuary-to-keep-river-
otters-and-wildlife-safe-says-city-of-arcata/  
 

Diver films otter eating in a cave 
Kim Cabrera is a diver and she recently investigated a small cave on the South Fork of Eel 
River in California.  But she was not the only one there as an otter had decided to make this 
it’s secret lunch spot.  She first became aware of it when she heard the sound of it crunching 
on the fish.  The otter didn’t seem at all bothered by her being there – I suppose it felt that if 
she had gone to all that effort to get there she wasn’t going to put it off its fish.  When it had 
finished she backed off to let it go on fishing and she said “It was amazing to get within two 
feet of a wild otter and be able to observe it up close.” 
 
Kim has posted videos of her experience on her Beartracker Nature Films YouTube channel 
at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7NIwbjt4QMoRh9SRFP0Jow.  She is a tracker and makes 
films to show people all about wildlife tracking, nature and enjoying wildlife in their natural 
environment.   
https://kymkemp.com/2020/09/16/tracker-takes-otter-spotting-to-new-depths/ 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20201004/p2g/00m/0et/027000c
mailto:otters@humboldt.edu
http://www2.humboldt.edu/wildlife/faculty/black/research/otters.html
https://kymkemp.com/2020/09/08/drive-slow-at-the-arcata-marsh-wildlife-sanctuary-to-keep-river-otters-and-wildlife-safe-says-city-of-arcata/
https://kymkemp.com/2020/09/08/drive-slow-at-the-arcata-marsh-wildlife-sanctuary-to-keep-river-otters-and-wildlife-safe-says-city-of-arcata/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7NIwbjt4QMoRh9SRFP0Jow
https://kymkemp.com/2020/09/16/tracker-takes-otter-spotting-to-new-depths/


www.otter.org                                                                                                                        IOSF Otter News No. 116, September 2020 
www.loveotters.org 

 

12 of 14                                                                   
                                                                                               

British Animal Honours 2013 
Wildlife Conservation 

Award Winner 
IFAW Animal Action 
Award Winner 2012 

North American River Otter  
©Karen James 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strange friends 
Animals can develop what we think of as strange friendships such as dogs and cats, or cats 
and mice.  And visitors to the Pairi Daiza Zoo in Belgium have become fascinated by a 
friendship between a family of orang-utans and a group of Asian small-clawed otters.  The 
otters’ river was put through the orang-utans enclosure and since then the otters have called 
in to visit and play with their friends.  They particularly enjoy chase-type games and hide-
and-seek and the young orang-utan, Berani, is a great playmate. 
 
For photos of these strange but wonderful encounters check out the link below. 
https://www.boredpanda.com/orangutans-otters-friendship-belgian-zoo/ 

 
Otters and monitor lizards 
We all know that otters are curious animals and a group of Asian small-clawed otters in the 
Pandan River area of Singapore were definitely entranced by the sight of two monitor lizards 
fighting.  Vincent Yip was birdwatching when he saw the lizards which appeared to be 
embracing, but in fact they are two males trying to push the other one down.  The otters 
watched the antics and then a third lizard appeared but seemed totally uninterested in the 
goings on. 
 
Yip has made a video which you can see through the link below: 
https://mothership.sg/2020/09/monitor-lizard-fight-kaypoh-otters/?fbclid=IwAR3au-
Wb_lNjhYzeXXuAuyXlPksmmob4q10oDhlM8aMLDZcD-90kT0zYtL4  

 

Thank You to...  
everyone who has continued to support us through these difficult times.   
 

We also thank The Mitchell Trust and Animal Friends Insurance 
 

We can’t do it without you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
GIFT AID IS A SIMPLE WAY TO INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR GIFT TO IOSF - at no extra cost to you.  If you 
pay tax in the UK, IOSF can reclaim the basic rate tax (25%) on your gift.  So, if you donate £10, it is worth £12.50 
to IOSF. 
  
It is a simple process to sign up to Gift Aid - all you have to do is make a Gift Aid declaration.  If you are donating 
online, just select the “Yes” option on the Gift Aid box on the donation form.    Alternatively you can download and 
print out the Gift Aid Declaration on page 13 of our Fundraising Pack which can be found at:  
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
https://www.boredpanda.com/orangutans-otters-friendship-belgian-zoo/
https://mothership.sg/2020/09/monitor-lizard-fight-kaypoh-otters/?fbclid=IwAR3au-Wb_lNjhYzeXXuAuyXlPksmmob4q10oDhlM8aMLDZcD-90kT0zYtL4
https://mothership.sg/2020/09/monitor-lizard-fight-kaypoh-otters/?fbclid=IwAR3au-Wb_lNjhYzeXXuAuyXlPksmmob4q10oDhlM8aMLDZcD-90kT0zYtL4
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https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/iosfund/ 

LEGACY - A LEGACY IS A GREAT WAY OF GIVING TO SOMETHING close to your heart and every gift will 
make a difference.  After your family, have you ever thought of leaving something in your will to charity?  Please 

consider remembering the International Otter Survival Fund in your will and help our work, protecting otters, to 
continue. 

 
Including a legacy in your will ensures that your wishes are carried out, so it is important to discuss this with your 
solicitor.  You can stipulate a specific restriction for its use, but  remember that without restriction your legacy can 

be directed to where it is required most urgently. 
 

Should you choose to provide a legacy for the International Otter Survival Fund in your will, we thank you and 
appreciate your support in this way. 

 
This link http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_Legacy.aspx will take you to our dedicated web page concerning making a 

Legacy. 

 

You can donate monthly via our partners at the DONR giving platform that allows an easy and safe way method to 
give. This can be as little or as much as you can afford. Visit https://www.donr.com/iosf to find out more. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All photos are © to the name/s as indicated, otherwise ©IOSF 
 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
Keep Us in Mind 
 

Raise FREE Donations...  when you shop online.   It’s simple and costs you no more than your 
shopping.  Visit one of our charity pages to discover how easy it is for you to help otters even 
more: 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Simply download the Pledjar app - use code OSF001 and select IOSF as your 
charity of   choice.  You can then choose to round up your card payments and donate 
those extra pennies to help otters. 

 Android: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.pledjar.app&hl=en_GB 
 iOS: https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/pledjar/id1504894760 

 
 
Regular and secure giving to IOSF and otter conservation...  at your fingertips. 
Text OTTER 10 to 70085 to donate £10 (or change the  
amount to however much you wish to give)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com/charity/iosf 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk
/causes/international-otter-survival-
fund/ 
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Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries:    All other countries: 
Adult:  £24.00 per year   Adult:  £30.00 per year 
Child:  £13.00 per year   Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family: £34.00 per year   Family: £40.00 per year 

                                             Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  
 
There are many ways in which you can raise 
money and awareness to help the otters in our 
Fundraising Pack or find out what some of our 
supporters have done over the years in the 

online newsletters.   
 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to someone else 
and spread the word. 
 
If you are reading this for the first time and would like 
to receive all IOSF mailings, click here to sign up.    
Please be assured that we will never pass on your 
details to any other party and you will only ever 
receive emails from us.  

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.   Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters Charity Number SC003875 
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http://otter.org/Public/News_Newsletter.aspx
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