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Otter Training Workshop in Guyana 
As you know, IOSF has been holding a series of workshops to raise awareness of otters 

These have been mainly in Asia (Cambodia, Indonesia, and the problems they face.  
Bangladesh, China and Laos) with one in 
Tanzania in 2015 which brought 
together people from ten sub-Saharan 
countries. Now it is time to turn our 
focus on South America and in 
November we will be holding a 
workshop in Guyana.  For this IOSF is 
working with Save the Giants, a 
community driven conservation 
organisation, dedicated to preserving 
Guyana's wildlife via a multi-disciplinary 
approach. 
 
There are two species of otter in Guyana 
- Giant and Neotropical. 

 These otters face problems concerned with 
pollution and habitat loss – we have all seen the 
devastation caused by fires in neighbouring 
Brazil.  In addition, the Giant Otter is also traded 
illegally; cubs are sought as pets and pregnant 
females are taken from the wild to get the young 
– just as in Asia.   
 
In Guyana, Giant otters are seen as an important 
species and there is great interest in their 
protection but records of Neotropical otters are 
very rare.  Few people work on both species 

throughout their range and so population numbers are merely speculation. Active 
conservation plans have been implemented in only a few countries and so it is vital to 
develop more otter workers. 
 

Otter News No.  105,  
September 2019  

 

Join our IOSF mailing list and receive our newsletters - 
Click  on this link: http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 

Giant River Otter 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
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SVW vet team performing a health check on a recent arrival – a young Asian Small-clawed 
Otter. CAPTION.  COPYRIGHT SVW 

 

Capacity building through a workshop will train local people in otter biology, ecology and 
techniques for studying them in the wild so they can survey and monitor more areas. By 
paying them for their work, this will provide a valuable income for the community. They can 
also develop sustainable eco-tourism to the benefit of local communities, otter awareness 
and the environment. 
 
The workshop will be held from 1-14 November at Yupukari Village, where Save The Giants 
have already done some work.  It will be a mix of classroom sessions and fieldwor k and we 
will spend quite some time on the river where we hope to see Giant otters.  Neotropical 
otters are not so easy to spot. 
 
We will update you on this upon our return. 
 

Save Vietnam’s Wildlife (SVW) 
Last month we told you about the release of six Asian Small-clawed otters which had 

This trade has increased dramatically and the been confiscated from the pet trade.  
majority are this species and are very young animals.  Asian Small-clawed otters live in 
family groups and it is important to create similar groups before release. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first otters were released into a remote protected area and involved a long journey.  
However, wild otters have been recorded in another protected site which is nearer and so 
this will make future releases easier. 
 
But the work of SVW is never ending and on 10 October another Asian Small-clawed otter 
was transferred to their centre from Yok Don National Park, Dak Lak province.  The otter 
had been bought by two tourists and then transferred to Dionne Slagter, an animal welfare 
expert with Animals Asia, who was working in the National Park.  The tourists probably 
thought they were helping by rescuing the animal but this in itself can fuel the trade – after 
all, the trader doesn’t care who he gets the money from or why. 
 
So it is important to be very careful in these situations and report the situation to 
someone who can take action without encouraging the trade.  If you do see pet otters 
for sale please contact us at enquiries@otter.org and we will find someone local who can 
help. 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
mailto:enquiries@otter.org
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Sea Otter_©Shari Surner Photography 

LEGACY - A LEGACY IS A GREAT WAY OF GIVING TO SOMETHING close to your heart and 

every gift will make a difference.  After your family, have you ever thought of leaving 
something in your will to charity?  Please consider remembering the International Otter 
Survival Fund in your will and help our work, protecting otters, to continue. 
 
Including a legacy in your will ensures that your wishes are carried out, so it is important to 
discuss this with your solicitor.  You can stipulate a specific restriction for its use, but  
remember that without restriction your legacy can be directed to where it is required most 
urgently. 
 
Should you choose to provide a legacy for the International Otter Survival Fund in your will, 
we thank you and appreciate your support in this way. 
 
This link http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_Legacy.aspx will take you to our dedicated web page 
concerning making a Legacy. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Californian Sea Otter Population  
Southern Sea otters off the coast of California face various threats and for the third 

Investigators believe this may be partly year running numbers appear to have declined.   
down to sharks. The number of sharks, and in particular great whites, has increas ed off the 
coast of California and this is believed to be a factor in the decline of otters. However, sharks 
do not actually eat otters and instead “take a bite” to see if they are a potential food. The 
shark then swims off leaving the otters injured, sometimes fatally.  
https://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/environment/article235407872.html 

 
Another threat lies 
in a deadly parasite 
called Toxoplasma, 
which is believed to 
be passed to otters 
by feral and pet cats.  
The parasite enters 
the host’s brains 
causing nausea, 
swelling, 
disorientation and 
sometimes death 

and it has been found in 8% of dead otters found in the state. In some cases where the 
parasite isn’t fatal it can cause otters to be more susceptible to shark attacks and being hit by 
boats. 
 

Although Toxoplasma can affect numerous warm-blooded animals it needs cats to be able to 
reproduce, both pets and possibly also wild cats, such as bobcats and mountain lions. The 
cats can shed millions of organisms in their faeces which then reach water sources. This not 
only affects otters but other marine wildlife as dolphins and seals which have been known to 
suffer from parasite infection.  
 

Although this is a concern for sea otters not all individuals that catch the parasite are killed 
by it and some even show no signs of brain damage but it is something that is being closely 
monitored in case the problem materialises in to something worse. There has also been a call 
to keep pet cats indoors to prevent them from spreading the parasite but cat waste still has  
to be disposed of carefully. 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_Legacy.aspx
https://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/environment/article235407872.html
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Sea otters from the Elkhorn Slough webcam 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/28/science/california-sea-otters-cats.html?te=1&nl=science-
times&emc=edit_sc_20190903%3Fcampaign_id%3D34&instance_id=12084&segment_id=16678&user_id=8ad726
d697beb4b7ad2f12fe54b9dbab&regi_id=66044421&fbclid=IwAR2GKSmgWIZQ36gO IN4hr0o96Uu_0T4yXfvkFzkKA
AG8oO5vKxISCeDw9ys 

 
Sea otters in the area still have a long way to go to reach full recovery with the populations 
failing to reach their historic range which covered Oregon down to Baja California in Mexico. 
Much has still to be done to ensure the long-term survival of these populations and hopefully 
they can continue to recover after this recent decline. 
 
More positive news came from a recent study which estimated that more than half of the 
population growth over the past 15 years has come from surrogate-reared Sea otters and 
their wild offspring.  The otter population in Elkhorn Slough has benefited from Monterey 
Bay Aquarium's 15 year Sea Otter Programme involving Sea Otter surrogacy.  Females , 
which cannot be released for any reason, raise rescued pups which are then returned to the 
wild.  Elkhorn Slough was chosen for the programme because of its abundance of prey, and 
suitable places to watch and monitor the 
released otters.  Between 2002-2016, 37 Sea 
Otter pups were released after being reared 
by surrogate mothers at the Aquarium and 
some of these have gone on to have their 
own wild pups. 
 
The increase in otter numbers also brought 
various ecological benefits such as 
improving the habitat for fish to spawn and 
by eating crabs it allowed eelgrass beds to 
grow.  There were also benefits to local 
communities through an increase in 
ecotourism. 
 
The aquarium is now looking at releasing surrogate-reared otters into other areas such as 
Morro Bay, where the eelgrass beds are also in poor condition. 
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2019-09/mba-mba091919.php 

 

New Study of the Threat of Microplastics to Otters 
Researchers in Oregon are examining mussels and whelks to see how much 

Mussels are filter feeders so any microplastic they have taken in while feeding.   
microplastics present will also be taken in.  Although the area where the researchers were 
working looked healthy, most of the mussels they examined had ingested some plastic.  This 
of course has serious implications on otters which feed on the shellfish. 
 
The researchers are also examining spraint to see how much is being ingested by both Sea 
otters and North American River otters.  These studies are still in their infancy and there is a 
lot more work to do to find out how much is being ingested and what the effects ar e.  These 
effects may not be lethal but could possibly effect growth or ability to reproduce, which 
clearly impacts populations. 
 
Of course this also has potential repercussions on people especially those who like to eat 
shellfish themselves.  Another study in Australia found that people are consuming about 5gm 
of plastic per week – that is roughly the weight of a credit card of plastic!    

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/28/science/california-sea-otters-cats.html?te=1&nl=science-times&emc=edit_sc_20190903%3Fcampaign_id%3D34&instance_id=12084&segment_id=16678&user_id=8ad726d697beb4b7ad2f12fe54b9dbab&regi_id=66044421&fbclid=IwAR2GKSmgWIZQ36gOIN4hr0o96Uu_0T4yXfvkFzkKAAG8oO5vKxISCeDw9ys
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/28/science/california-sea-otters-cats.html?te=1&nl=science-times&emc=edit_sc_20190903%3Fcampaign_id%3D34&instance_id=12084&segment_id=16678&user_id=8ad726d697beb4b7ad2f12fe54b9dbab&regi_id=66044421&fbclid=IwAR2GKSmgWIZQ36gOIN4hr0o96Uu_0T4yXfvkFzkKAAG8oO5vKxISCeDw9ys
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/28/science/california-sea-otters-cats.html?te=1&nl=science-times&emc=edit_sc_20190903%3Fcampaign_id%3D34&instance_id=12084&segment_id=16678&user_id=8ad726d697beb4b7ad2f12fe54b9dbab&regi_id=66044421&fbclid=IwAR2GKSmgWIZQ36gOIN4hr0o96Uu_0T4yXfvkFzkKAAG8oO5vKxISCeDw9ys
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/28/science/california-sea-otters-cats.html?te=1&nl=science-times&emc=edit_sc_20190903%3Fcampaign_id%3D34&instance_id=12084&segment_id=16678&user_id=8ad726d697beb4b7ad2f12fe54b9dbab&regi_id=66044421&fbclid=IwAR2GKSmgWIZQ36gOIN4hr0o96Uu_0T4yXfvkFzkKAAG8oO5vKxISCeDw9ys
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2019-09/mba-mba091919.php
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Sea Otter with plastic bottle 
©(SURFRIDER)[vincentshaymedia@gmail.com] 

Oscar2’s release 

https://www.newcastle.edu.au/newsroom/featured/plastic-ingestion-by-people-could-be-equating-to-a-credit-
card-a-week 

 
Part of the problem lies with all of us as when 
we wash clothes made of synthetic material 
small fibre pieces come off and end up going 
through the rivers and into the sea.  We all 
have to be more aware of our own impact on 
the environment and take steps to reduce it. 
https://www.klcc.org/post/plastic-your-seafood-same-

question-goes-otters-and-orcas 
 

 

Update on Chilean Marine Otter Cub 
Back in March we told you about a young Marine Otter cub which had been taken to 

Chinchimén is an NGO who work in the conservation Chinchimén at only a few days old.  
of fauna and flora in the Valparaíso region 
of Chile.  Some of you will remember when 
they reared Changuita, another Marine 
Otter cub who was released in early 2018.  
 
The new cub, named Kalfu is now nine 
months old and doing very well.  She is 
being cared for by two people who take 
her to the sea each day to get her ready for 
release, as they did with Changuita. 
 
When sending us these photos Rinaldo 
Verdi of Chinchimén sent us a link to a 
wonderful short film about a female otter 

and her two cubs.  The footage is amazing and well worth a watch: 
https://vimeo.com/338880115?fbclid=IwAR0kQyyiKri7Sjg0gJPUAEM01JkxcZDANpO0g-
SypZZWtfw40KW93QIsBVM 
 

 

News from The Sanctuary  
The main news this month is that Oscar2 has been 
released back into the wild, almost exactly one year after 

It was a perfect he arrived from the Scottish Borders.  
autumn morning - cold, crisp, sunny and flat calm with 
beautiful reflections.  Unlike many otters that we release, he 
was easy to catch and was soon in his box heading to the site 
on a beautiful Highland river.   
 
Sometimes the otters can be a bit reluctant to leave the box, 
but not Oscar!  He was straight out and into the water to 
explore.  This was very different to the still pool he was used 
to but he was quite at home in the flowing water.  He spent a 
bit of time getting used to that and then set off to see what 
more could be found upstream.  It is always great to see an 
otter go back to the wild where it belongs.  
You can watch his first wild moments in a short video at https://youtu.be/OUFSfsRhu20  

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/newsroom/featured/plastic-ingestion-by-people-could-be-equating-to-a-credit-card-a-week
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/newsroom/featured/plastic-ingestion-by-people-could-be-equating-to-a-credit-card-a-week
https://www.klcc.org/post/plastic-your-seafood-same-question-goes-otters-and-orcas
https://www.klcc.org/post/plastic-your-seafood-same-question-goes-otters-and-orcas
https://vimeo.com/338880115?fbclid=IwAR0kQyyiKri7Sjg0gJPUAEM01JkxcZDANpO0g-SypZZWtfw40KW93QIsBVM
https://vimeo.com/338880115?fbclid=IwAR0kQyyiKri7Sjg0gJPUAEM01JkxcZDANpO0g-SypZZWtfw40KW93QIsBVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OUFSfsRhu20&feature=youtu.be
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Karma grabbing her octopus before running back inside 

Karma enjoying an octopus dinner in the new otter pen 

 
Donate to IOSF 
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/donate-to-iosf-c2x11601155 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Karma is still too young to 
be released and so will have 
to wait until the spring.  She 
doesn’t like being caught 
outside and but has a wee 
peek to see if food is coming 
and then dashes out to grab 
it and run back indoors!  
 
If you would like to support 
our cubs in the Sanctuary 
you can send a cheque 

marked "Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This month’s Team Otter news comes from Bangladesh where we 

 have seen the creation of an IOSF Team Otter club.
 
In 2014 Sriman Delip Kumar Das attended IOSF’s Bangladesh workshop, 
and recently he visited Pogose School in Dhaka to give a presentation to 
over 200 children on otters and their benefits to the ecosystem.  He also 
wanted to start a Team Otter club in the capital and he found 15 

enthusiastic children who wanted to meet regularly and make a difference.  
 
The day was split into ten smaller sections to maintain interest and allo w the children to  
have fun. The children watched videos, created poems and drawings, read leaflets and 

 
GIFT AID IS A SIMPLE WAY TO INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR GIFT TO IOSF - at 
no extra cost to you.  If you pay tax in the UK, IOSF can reclaim the basic rate tax (25%) 
on your gift.  So, if you donate £10, it is worth £12.50 to IOSF. 
  
It is a simple process to sign up to Gift Aid - all you have to do is make a Gift Aid 

declaration.  If you are donating online, just select the “Yes” option on the Gift Aid box on 
the donation form.    Alternatively you can download and print out the Gift Aid Declaration 
on page 13 of our Fundraising Pack which can be found at:  
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf 
 

 
 
 

 

Please support IOSF and help to ensure that important 
conservation and awareness work continues. 
 

                                   UK taxpayers: 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/donate-to-iosf-c2x11601155
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/donate-to-iosf-c2x11601155
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played games.  
Delip’s Team Otter 
Club will now meet 
monthly to discuss 
otters, their 
conservation, wetland 
habitats and the 
environment. He will 
work closely with 
IOSF’s education 
officer, Ben, with a 
view to connecting 
with other clubs 
formed. 
 
If you are interested in 
forming your own 
Team Otter Club 
contact Ben@otter.org 

 
Remember kids tell us 
about your otter 
events and follow 

Team Otter on our website www.loveotters.org and Facebook. 
 
 

News in Brief 
California bans fur trade 
Good news.  The US state of California has banned the 
fur trade for any species across the entire state. 
Despite not having legal otter trapping, we believe 
that this will have positive implications and may 
encourage other states to follow suit and ban trapping. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-
science/california-bans-fur-trapping-for-recreation-
commerce/2019/09/04/52f02866-cf6e-11e9-a620-

0a91656d7db6_story.html?noredirect=on 
 
Malaysia 
Kuala Lumpur is home to a secret population of Smooth-coated otters. Close to Batu Caves, 
one of the Malaysian capital’s most popular tourist attractions is Taman Tasik Metropolitan 
Kepong, a large recreational park that is popular with walkers, joggers and kite flyers.  
 
Despite its popularity, the knowledge of otters within the lake is varied.  Some regular 
visitors confess to having seen otters for over a year or so, whereas others were shocked to 
know of their presence. 
 
There are now calls for authorities to protect the small population of otters in the heart of 
one of Asia’s largest cities to ensure that they can thrive. 
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2019/09/22/in-urban-kuala-lumpur-an-otter-surprise/1793025 
 
 

North American River Otter 
©Carlos Porrata 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
mailto:Ben@otter.org
http://www.loveotters.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/california-bans-fur-trapping-for-recreation-commerce/2019/09/04/52f02866-cf6e-11e9-a620-0a91656d7db6_story.html?noredirect=on
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/california-bans-fur-trapping-for-recreation-commerce/2019/09/04/52f02866-cf6e-11e9-a620-0a91656d7db6_story.html?noredirect=on
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/california-bans-fur-trapping-for-recreation-commerce/2019/09/04/52f02866-cf6e-11e9-a620-0a91656d7db6_story.html?noredirect=on
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/california-bans-fur-trapping-for-recreation-commerce/2019/09/04/52f02866-cf6e-11e9-a620-0a91656d7db6_story.html?noredirect=on
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2019/09/22/in-urban-kuala-lumpur-an-otter-surprise/1793025
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You can donate monthly via our partners at the DONR giving platform that 
allows an easy and safe way method to give. This can be as little or as much as 
you can afford. Visit https://www.donr.com/iosf to find out more. 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/iosfund/ 

Product of the Month @www.ottershop.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Raise FREE Donations...  when you shop online.   It’s simple and costs you no more than 
your shopping.  Visit one of our charity pages to discover how easy it is for you to help 
otters even more: 

 
 

 
 

 
Regular and secure giving to IOSF and otter conservation...  at your 
fingertips.   

Text OTTER 10 to 70085 to donate £10 (or change the amount to however much you  
wish to give)  
 
 
 
 

Thank You... 
This month our thanks go to The Mitchell Trust and Henry C Hoare Charitable Trust, 

Also to everyone who has kindly donated including Daphne Neville and Skye Quilters.  
those in Memory of loved ones. 
We and the otters appreciate every penny.  

 

Events 
Visit our website to find out what might be happening in the 
otter world near you, including: 
 
11 October 2019 – 30 March 2020 
Exhibition on “Lutra lutra, the Otter” by Dr Wolfgang Gettmann, 
former Director of Dusseldorf Aquazoo and owner of Nemo the 
Otter.  He will consider environmental problems by focussing on 
the otter. 
  
Museum Mensch und Jagd in der Burg Bruggen, Germany 
Entrance fee - Pay what you like. 
+++++++ 
Don’t forget, if you are aware of any otter-related events taking 
place, send us the details (Title, time, date, place and cost (if 
applicable), and we will post it on our Events page. 
http://otter.org/Public/Events.aspx 

 
 
 

 
 
Save 25% on your second calendar when you buy one 
at the Otter Shop (be sure to select the correct option from the 

drop-down menu) 

 
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/new -2020-otters-calendar -a4-
landscape-c2x28256583  

  

https://www.everyclick.com/iosf 

 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk
/causes/international-otter-survival-
fund/ 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
https://donr.com/iosf
https://www.donr.com/iosf
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/iosfund/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://otter.org/Public/Events.aspx
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/new-2020-otters-calendar-a4-landscape-c2x28256583
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/new-2020-otters-calendar-a4-landscape-c2x28256583
https://www.everyclick.com/iosf
https://www.everyclick.com/iosf
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/international-otter-survival-fund/
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/international-otter-survival-fund/
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/international-otter-survival-fund/
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/international-otter-survival-fund/
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BECOME AN IOSF LIFE SUPPORTER - OUR SUPPORTERS ARE ALWAYS VALUED 

BY US as a crucial source of support for the work that we are doing, and those of 

you that become life supporters are highly appreciated. 
 

For a one-off payment of £350 you can become a Life Supporter and give your long-term 

commitment to help secure a better future for otters in the UK and around the world.  

 

We will send you a certificate showing your life supporter status and you will continue to 

receive full updates in our newsletters, on all of the work that we are doing. 

https://www.ottershop.co.uk/become-a-life-supporter-c2x9466694 

 

 

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP - WHETHER YOU OWN A BUSINESS OR ARE EMPLOYED, 
does the company have a green policy/ support conservation?  Then perhaps the company would like to 
consider becoming a Corporate Member with IOSF and supporting our work with otters. 

 
  You can find out more information on our website http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_CorporateSponsorship.aspx 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All photos are © to the name/s as indicated, otherwise ©IOSF 
 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries:    All other countries: 
Adult:  £24.00 per year   Adult:  £30.00 per year 
Child:  £13.00 per year   Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family: £34.00 per year   Family: £40.00 per year 

 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can raise 
money and awareness to help the otters in our 

Fundraising Pack or find out what some of our 
supporters have done over the years in the 

online newsletters.   

 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 

someone else and spread the word. 

 

If you are reading this for the first time and 
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click here 
to sign up.    Please be assured that we will never 
pass on your details to any other party and you 

will only ever receive emails from us.  

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 
Broadford 

Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 
Scotland 

 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 

Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.   Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 
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