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Great News for Otter Conservation 
We have mentioned many times the threat to otters, particularly in Asia, from trade for 
furs and pets.  A lot of this trade is illegal but there are various loopholes which have allowed 
the trading of live animals for pets. 
 
IOSF has been working with various other organisations to upgrade the Asian small-clawed 
and smooth-coated otters to Appendix 1 of CITES (the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora).  Until recently the only species of otter found 
in Asia listed as CITES Appendix 1 was the Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra).   
 
The latest CITES meeting has just been held and it was announced that both Asian small-
clawed (Aonyx cinereus) and smooth-coated otters (Lutrogale perspicillata) are now also 
Appendix 1.  This raises the level of control in trade in these two species. 

 
CITES is an international 
agreement between governments 
and its aim is to ensure that 
international trade in specimens 
of wild animals and plants does 
not threaten their survival.  
Appendix II includes species not 
necessarily threatened with 
extinction, but in which trade 
must be controlled in order to 
avoid utilisation incompatible 
with their survival.  Appendix I 
includes species threatened with 
extinction and trade in specimens 
of these species is permitted only 

in exceptional circumstances. 
 

As with all of these things the process of changing such agreements is very complicated and 
bureaucratic.  The changes have to be proposed and then voted on at the meeting of the 
CITES Secretariat.   
 
In the case of the smooth-coated otter it was proposed by Bangladesh, India and Nepal and 
the votes were:  For: 102; Against: 15; Abstained: 11. 
 
The Philippines, Nepal and India proposed the Asian small-clawed otter and there was more 
discussion.  Indonesia wanted to add an addendum allowing them to export cubs bred in 
captivity but this was rejected.  The votes were For: 98; Against: 16; Abstained: 14.  It is 
interesting that China, Cambodia, Lao, Malaysia and Indonesia all voted against – does this 
have anything to do with the fact that they may all be involved in the trade? 
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Asian small-clawed otter in its 
small cramped cage at an otter café 
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Of course, these regulations are only as good as the enforcement, which is the same for all 
legal protection.  However, by upgrading these other two species we are drawing attention 
to the precarious state of otter populations. 
 
There are also other important benefits of the added protection.  Someone working on trade 
in Indonesia discovered a loophole which allowed individuals to take two otters out of the 
country for non-commercial purposes using a ‘souvenir’ permit.  Absolutely ridiculous!  But 
now with the upgrading to Appendix 1, this loophole will be closed.   
 
This can also be used to encourage the Indonesian government to add the Asian small-
clawed otter to their list of protected animals.  The list has just been updated and now 
includes the smooth-coated otter as well as the Eurasian and hairy-nosed otter.  However, 
the list is only updated every ten years so the Asian small-clawed may not receive protection 
until then.   
 
Following our workshop in Indonesia in 2013, recommendations and priorities for further 
work were presented by Paul and Grace to Bupak Agus Sutito, from the Ministry of Forestry, 
which is responsible for all conservation in Indonesia, including for otters.  These 
recommendations included giving legal protection to the Asian small-clawed and smooth-
coated otters.  Our colleagues in Indonesia have achieved an important step forward in 
getting smooth-coated otters protected and will continue to encourage the government to 
add Asian small-clawed otters to the list.  
 
Now that three Asian species are listed in CITES Appendix 1 we must push for similar 
protection for the hairy-nosed otter (Lutra sumatrana).  IOSF will continue to work on this. 
 

Rescued Otters Released in Vietnam 
Following on from the good news about closing loopholes in trade in otters for pets, 
we are delighted to say that a group of Asian small-clawed otters cared for by Save Vietnam’s 
Wildlife (SVW) have been released to the wild. 

 
They had 12 otters and so need new facilities to care for this number of animals.  They then 
needed funds to help with the release and Nurtured by Nature were kind enough to provide 
this money.  Many thanks to them for their help. 
 
It was decided to release the otters in two groups, rather than all at once.  The first six have 
now been released at a secluded site in a protected area well away from their rescue centre.  

http://www.otter.org/
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The other six will go free later in the year. 
 
Daniel Willcox from SVW sent a link to a video which not only shows the release of the otters 
but also acts as an educational tool to stop the otters being taken as pets in the first place.  
That is so important.  You can find the video at the following link: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EwXO7oQm7WiOLmvnzgvYlzSBuhui_N9t/view?usp=sharing  

 
Save Vietnam’s Wildlife do a great job protecting not just the otters but the overall 
biodiversity of Vietnam – you can find out more about them at www.svw.vn or on Facebook. 
 

Are The Waterways in England Really That Clean? 
We have been told for quite a while that our waterways in the UK are now so much 
cleaner and this is why otters are starting to return.  The fisheries industry has been 
worried about this saying that they are taking all the fish.  But is this really the case? 
 
For a long time we at IOSF have been asking the question “are there really more otters or 
have their home ranges increased due to changes in habitat and food availability?”  There 
has clearly been a certain increase in numbers, especially when they are being seen in totally 

new areas, but we have always 
questioned the media hype 

that otters are “flooding 
back”. 
 
A Times report entitled 
“Pollution: no river in 
England is safe for 
swimming” seemed to add 
weight to our argument.  
According to the report  
“Dangerous pollutants in 
England’s waterways have 
reached their highest levels 
since modern testing 
began, The Times can 

reveal, with no river in the 
country now certified as safe for 

swimmers.“  It goes on to say that “86% fall short of the EU’s ecological standard — the 
minimum threshold for a healthy waterway — up from 75% a decade ago”.  And “half of all 
stretches of river monitored by the Environment Agency exceeded permitted limits of at least 
one hazardous pollutant last year, including toxic heavy metals and pesticides.” 

 
Doesn’t that ring alarm bells?  If the rivers aren’t safe for people to swim in how can they be 
safe for freshwater creatures such as fish and otters.  People do like to swim yes, especially 
in the summer, but these animals are using the habitat all the time. 
 
Following a serious pollution incident the water companies are often allowed to suggest 
their own penalties, usually a contribution to charity!  What a joke. 
 
The Environment Agency is blaming it on financial cubs which will obviously have knock-on 
effects and they claim that the extreme summer weather has made matters worse.  However, 
even the Angling Trust recognise that “we’re going backwards – our rivers are getting 

http://www.otter.org/
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 worse.”  There are several untreated sewage “spills” (accidental and deliberate) and levels 
of industrial and agricultural chemicals such as insecticides, and heavy metals like lead and 
mercury are regularly exceeding EU limits.  For example levels of cadmium, a carcinogen 
used in batteries, have been exceeded more than 1,200 times in the last two years and these 
are coming from landfill sites. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to EU rules, all rivers should be of a good ecological standard by 2027 and the 
government is duty-bound to do this.  We all know about the Brexit problems but even if we 
are not in Europe do we not want our rivers and waterways clean? 
 
In spite of this the Environment Agency has said “ “Water quality is now better than at any 
time since the Industrial Revolution, largely due to the £25 billion of investment that the 
Environment Agency has required water companies to make.”  Are we really expected to 
believe that? 
 
To us it is simple.  We continue to pollute our waterways with sewage and dangerous 
chemicals.  We change the habitat so that fish find it more difficult to find suitable spawning 
grounds.  And man-made structures such as weirs and dams, are making it harder for eels, a 
popular prey item of otters, to reach the areas where they mature after their long trip from 
the Sargasso Sea. 
 
As a result the fish population in general is at risk, not because of the otter, but because of 
the careless actions of people, yet again.  Otters and fish have clearly co-existed for millennia 
– it is the basic ecological principal of the relationship between predators and prey.  It is only 
once man upsets this balance that we have a problem – and in this case the otter is being 
made the scapegoat. 
 
For more comment on this go to Paul’s Blog at: 
https://paulyoxonblog.wordpress.com/2019/08/26/are-we-heading-for-another-disaster-in-otter-
numbers/  

 
Find the full Times article here: https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/pollution-no-river-in-
england-is-safe-for-swimming-
q8thdx678?wgu=270525_54264_15663127520327_f62cdb679e&wgexpiry=1574088752&utm_source
=planit&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_content=22278 

 

Plastics Yet Again! 
How many times do we have to warn people about the dangers of plastics and litter to 
our wildlife. 
 
Those of you who have been watching the BBC programme “Animal Babies: First Year on 
Earth” may have already seen this picture.  It might seem cute and adorable but it proves a 

Artwork by Lyn Wells 
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Photo:  BBC 

The otter at Wimborne.   
Photo: Dave Webb 

Kyle 

more worrying problem faced by wildlife around the world. Although it seems that this 
young sea otter is playing with a golf ball, it has actually mistaken it for its usual prey, 
shellfish, and is attempting to eat it! 

And this is not a one-off incident.  Monterey 
Bay Aquarium reported that the otters have 
brought over 50,000 golf balls up from the 
sea bed.  There are a lot of golf courses 
nearby and so literally thousands of balls 
are still going into the sea.  What is worse is 
that microplastics are released into the 
water as the coating on the balls breaks 
down, which we all know are dangerous to 
wildlife.  These are taken up by the shellfish 
which are eaten by the otters. 

https://metro.co.uk/2019/07/31/baby-otters-mistake-plastic-for-food-in-devastating-footage-
10491443/?fbclid=IwAR0onsHiMUT6tWJSbVe-t1PvjujNM9hqrJBafxebzbaECWV8_t9VehoJ4pY 

 
Closer to home, Dave Webb of the UK Wild Otter Trust recently posted a photo and video of 
an otter on Facebook. 
 
Clearly this poor animal has a cable tie around its neck.   
 
This reminded me again of Kyle, the otter from Kyle of 
Lochalsh who had a similar problem back in 1997.  We 
mentioned him in last month’s e-update.  Kyle evaded 
capture for quite some time until he was locked into the 
hold of a boat and we were called.  By then his head had 
swollen to almost twice the normal size and he had 
difficulty breathing.  The only reason he was still alive 
was that the fishermen were throwing him food.   
 
Even after the vet cut the cable tie off we could hear his 
rasping breath and we were afraid there was lasting 
damage.  But Kyle was a resilient and strong animal and 
he was able to go back to the harbour of Kyle and the 

fishermen who had looked after him – see photo below. 
 
Dave’s otter is in Wimborne, Dorset, and so far it is still 
able to feed normally.  However it does need to be caught 
before it suffers the horrific injury that Kyle did and 
people are currently out trying to catch it. 
 
But the bigger message is about litter.  We have had an 
otter with discarded fishing twine around his midrift.  

Seals have been seen with paint pots on their heads.  Animals have got their heads stuck 
inside food containers.  And all because someone was too lazy to dispose of it safely. 
 
We are all worried about the impact of plastics on our environment but we can ALL do 
something.  I make no apology for repeating this from last month: 
 

 Avoid plastics when doing your shopping 
 Don’t use single use plastic especially bottled water – take a bottle with you and refill 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
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Karma – Watching you, Watching me 

 

Karma in one of the new pens 

 

Oscar2... and this is about as much of him as we see!   
Can you spot Oscar2? 

it.  
 Don’t buy coffee in throw-away cups  

You can buy water bottles and reusable coffee cups at The Ottershop 
(www.ottershop.co.uk) 

 Encourage others to do the same 
 You can even help by removing plastics that you see littering your area, but always be 

careful that you are doing this safely. 
 
The pressures humans are putting on animals are becoming more and more apparent and 
highly documented to raise awareness of the problem. It is important that the human race 
takes more care of what it uses and how it disposes of waste so that images like these are a 
rarity instead of, as in now the case, a regular occurrence.  
 
Not only do we have a responsibility to do this ourselves but we should be encouraging 
everyone we can to do the same.  Otherwise there will be more cases like Kyle and the otter 
in Wimborne. 
 

News from The Sanctuary  
 
 
 
 

Well the great news this week is that the new facilities are now in use.  Karma was moved 
there a week ago and is loving it.  She has a cosy sleeping box built into the building and 
there is a concrete area in the lower part which leads to a large grassy area and pool.  One 
advantage is that the pool is a pre-formed garden pond, which means that the otters can no 
longer dig into the bank.  This has been a problem in the old enclosure which had a natural 
pool, as it meant that it was so hard to catch them for release.  They would just disappear 
into the pool and hide in the 
bank.  Very nice for them but 
so hard for us and all we 
wanted to do was catch them 
to put them back in the wild 
where they belong! 
 

Oscar is very private too and 
hopefully will be released 
this month. 
 

It is great to see our new 
facilities with an otter in them and we would like to take this opportunity to thank every 
single one of you who helped to fund this project. 
 

If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque marked 
"Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
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Martha in her Team Otter t-shirt 
with her toy otter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This month we are saying thanks to otter-
mad Martha Faeries. Martha, aged 8, of 
Allesley Primary School, Coventry, managed 
to convince her Head Teacher to let the last 
day of term before the holidays be a “non-
uniform day” and all money raised was 
donated to otter conservation through IOSF.  

Martha also took the time to put our latest otter posters up 
around her school. 
 
So a massive thanks to Martha for her efforts to help otters!  
 
Remember kids tell us about your otter events and follow Team 
Otter on our website (www.loveotters.org) and Facebook. 
 
 
 

Otter Cub Found In Germany (Photos: Geranda Olsthoorn) 
Our friend in Germany, Geranda Olsthoorn, has reared several otter cubs and she 
recently emailed to tell us about her latest arrival.  On Sunday she had picked up a 
female and her two cubs which had been found in a garden.  The mother had been hit by a 
car and although she was weak she was still managing to take care of the two youngsters.  
This is what she told us: 

“As I came there it was quite clear that the 
female and smallest cub would not make it. 
But little Sunday just had that spark in its eye.  
It looked up to me and I knew ok, I will give my 
best as you do. It was just a beam of sunlight in 
a sad day. So on the way home the little cub 
died, but Sunday was already fighting for its 
life and eating the fish I had put in the 
Transportbox and it then curled up with its 
mum.” 
 

 
GIFT AID IS A SIMPLE WAY TO INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR GIFT TO IOSF - at 

no extra cost to you.  If you pay tax in the UK, IOSF can reclaim the basic rate tax (25%) 
on your gift.  So, if you donate £10, it is worth £12.50 to IOSF. 
  
It is a simple process to sign up to Gift Aid - all you have to do is make a Gift Aid 
declaration.  If you are donating online, just select the “Yes” option on the Gift Aid box on 
the donation form.    Alternatively you can download and print out the Gift Aid Declaration 
on page 13 of our Fundraising Pack which can be found at:  
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.otter.org/
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Next morning the mother was dead but Sunday was ok.  
She is about two months old and is doing well, “eating, 
snoring, eating, taking a bath in the drinking basin, 
making nice spraint piles and sleeping again.” 
 
She now has a bed of fresh twigs/leaves, as it is 300-35oC 
and she really likes that. 
 
 
 

Update from Tanzania (photos: William Mgomo) 
We have just received an update from our friend William Mgomo in Tanzania.  William 
attended our Tanzania workshop in 2015 and he has since gone on to do some excellent 
work with communities in his area in the south of the country. 
 
Here is what he told us: 

“Yesterday (25 August) I made a visit to Mr. Gotham 
Swoo (age 62) who is living at Kigonsera Ward 
(Matanda) with his wife Iluminata Gotham. I went 
with the Fish Officer, Mr. Pisii Nassoro. Mr. Gotham 
has 6 Fish Ponds in the same place. I talked to him 
about the importance of otter in ecology and why it 
is necessary to preserve them. He shared that otters 
and birds are a challenge to his ponds. We tried 
together to survey the areas to see the sign of otter 
and found the scats along the ponds which contains 
the remains of fish bones and carapace. He uses tree 

logs to cover on the top of the pond and across the pond to avoid otter and bird to eat the fish. 
He said people ate otter as a bush meat and the reason why it is difficult to see them is because 
they dream danger during the night and escape. He knows two species of otters which are 
known in the local name, Lingarangara and Huchwa. He is a fish farmer. I talked to him on 
protecting otter from problem and preserving the environment. I will try to visit fish farmers 

and fishermen whenever I get a chance. “   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William has visited many schools, both primary and secondary, over the years and met with 
many fishermen to help them solve any problems they have with otters taking fish.  This is 
very important as the fish are obviously a significant part of their livelihood and so we have 
to work out how both otters and people can live together. 
 
Thank you William. 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
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Sarah Neill with Puddle 

Product of the Month @www.ottershop.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If anyone would like to donate to help William to continue with this important education 
work, you can donate online at www.ottershop.co.uk and please put “William” in the 
message box.  Alternatively you can send a cheque with William on the back to IOSF, 7 
Black Park, Broadford, Isle of Skye, IV49 9DE. 
 
 
  
 
Paul & Grace Yoxon’s book “Echoes of Camusfearna’  
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/echoes-of-camusfearna-paul-grace-
yoxon-c2x9467110  

 
Saturday 7th September 2019 
50th Anniversary of the Gavin Maxwell’s death. 
 
 
 

Help Wanted For Arctic Expedition 
Many of you will have heard of our friend Sarah Neill who has helped us many times with 
our otter work.  She is a lecturer at Kendall College teaching the next generation of animal 
carers the highest standards of welfare, and enthusing the next generation of 
conservationists to restore and protect the natural world.  Kendall is unique as it is the first 
college in the country to run a genuine wildlife rescue and rehabilitation centre on site and 
so she has cared for many otter cubs before their transfer up to Skye.   
So now we would like to help her. 
 
In November 2020 she is taking part in a Sedna Epic Womens 
Leadership Arctic Expedition to the high Arctic, where they will be 
collecting scientific data on orcas and humpbacks feeding on the 
herring run, as well as documenting ocean change.  They will also be 
connecting with Sami women and promoting women in STEMM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics, and Medicine).    
 
Their team are all 100% volunteers, and so they need to raise funds 
to cover their costs.   
 
So, please, if you can help Sarah in her fundraising - visit: 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/sedna-epic-womens-leadership-arctic-
expedition?fbclid=IwAR0UN9vg7oXXL1vz2CwVVkQb11Pguy25oHQqXdmRRvTgsQdLFQXOURzTP78 
 

Donate to IOSF 
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/donate-to-iosf-c2x11601155 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please support IOSF and help to ensure that important 

conservation and awareness work continues. 

 

                                   UK taxpayers: 

http://www.otter.org/
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You can donate monthly via our partners at the DONR giving platform that 
allows an easy and safe way method to give. This can be as little or as much as 
you can afford. Visit https://www.donr.com/iosf to find out more. 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/iosfund/ 

Wild Shetland – Scotland’s Viking Frontier 
Our friend and renowned wildlife photographer Brydon Thomason of Shetland Nature  has 
been involved in the making of this fascinating programme, recently shown on BBC2.  It is a 
must see, so if you missed it the first time around, catch up with the BBC iPlayer. 

 
Brydon comments “This film is a beautiful, 
exciting and inspiring celebration of Shetland, 
its wildlife, cultural heritage and natural 
beauty. It is the result of many individuals and 
professionals committing whole heartedly to 
have made it what it is and we, like everyone 
involved are extremely proud – we hope it’s as 
much fun to watch as it was to make!” 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0c0xbp3/wild-shetland-scotlands-viking-frontier 

 
Calling all Gamers 

Do you know that you can raise money for IOSF and otter conservation 

through your purchases at Humble   .  Once you have signed in and selected 

your bundle you can then choose which charity you want to support.  
Check it out.  https://www.humblebundle.com/    
 

 
Raise FREE Donations...  when you shop online.   It’s simple and costs you no more 
than your shopping.  Visit one of our charity pages to discover how easy it is for you to 
help otters even more: 

 
 

 

 
 

Regular and secure giving to IOSF and otter conservation...  at 
your fingertips.   

Text OTTER 10 to 70085 to donate £10 (or change the amount to however much you  
wish to give)  

 
 
 
 

Otter Oscars 
IOSF is now accepting nominations for the Otter Oscars 2019. Launched in 2016, the 
Otter Oscars offers an opportunity for people and organisations across the globe to be 
recognised for the work they are doing to help conserve and raise awareness for otters.  
 
If you know someone who deserves special recognition for their work helping otters you can 
nominate them for any of the following categories: 

 Children (aged 12 years or under as at 1 December 2019) 
 Young People (aged 13–18 years as at 1 December 2019) 
 Group/Organisation – For example school, natural history group, Scouts/Guides, etc 

https://www.everyclick.com/iosf 

 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk
/causes/international-otter-survival-
fund/ 
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 Community Achievement –  Any activity carried out in 2019 which involves local 
communities in otter conservation  

 Research – Open to amateur or professional researchers for 
work carried out during 2019 

 Photography – Open to amateur or professional photographers. 
All photos must have been taken during 2019 (1Mb minimum 
please) 

 Special Award – Open to anyone who has made a lifelong 
commitment to otter conservation 
 

Nominations can be made in more than one category and you may also nominate yourself, 
providing that the outlined criteria are met.  However, only one nomination per category 
please.   
 

Closing date for all nominations is Friday 22 November 2019. 
 

Any questions should be directed to enquiries@otter.org 

For more information on how to enter and last year’s winners then please visit 
https://www.otter.org/Public/News_OtterOscars.aspx 
 

Events 
Visit our website to find out what might be happening in the otter world near you, 
including: 
 
Don’t forget, if you are aware of any otter-related events taking place, send us the details 
(Title, time, date, place and cost (if applicable), and we will post it on our Events page. 
http://otter.org/Public/Events.aspx 

 

News in Brief 
GALE Centre 
On 29 July IOSF was invited by the GALE 
(Gairloch and Loch Ewe Action Forum) 
Centre to spread the word on otters and 
otter conservation to the community and 
visitors.  So IOSF’s Education officer, Ben, 
spent the day at the centre talking to people 
about otters and their importance in the 
environment.  
 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the GALE Centre for inviting IOSF to 
this event.  
 
Otters in Barcelona 
Otter signs have been recorded in Barcelona for the first time since 1954.  Both prints on the 
river banks and camera trap images have verified the presence of otters in the L'Hospitalet 
region of the Catalan capital.  The otter is believed to live close to the Llobregat delta, where 
the river meets the Mediterranean Sea. 
 
As with other similar stories of otters returning to areas, this is great news for the city, 
region and the environment of the area. 
https://www.lavanguardia.com/participacion/las-fotos-de-los-lectores/20190809/463938511501/huellas-nutria-
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Lutra lutra (Photo:  Donald King) 

espacios-naturales-delta-
llobregat.html?fbclid=IwAR1iH3oR6dop_9_6cD0C26fjzJ_9ykKzxBD1XOlt26yIMHEaGTa8Y4Yf87w 
 

Gamekeeper sentenced after wildlife 
“eradication”  
In May we reported that a gamekeeper 
from the Scottish borders had been 
charged with the ‘biggest wildlife 
eradication ever seen’.  The gamekeeper 
shot dead an otter, buzzards, badgers, 
goshawks and a peregrine falcon in an 
attempt to protect his estate from 
predators, simply so that game birds 
could be shot.  
 

The 61 year old was charged with illegally using 23 snares and when the site was inspected 
more snares and more dead animals were found on the premises, together with illegal 
pesticides and other devices to catch and kill raptors.  
  
These incidents took place between March 2016 and June 2017 and the case has just been 
heard!  The gamekeeper was sentenced to 225 hours of unpaid work as a result of his 
actions.  We cannot understand why it has taken so long to take this prosecution to court and 
feel that this is a very lenient sentence.  This does not do justice for the killing of all these 
animals and hardly serves as any deterrent for the future. 
https://www.scotsman.com/news/environment/gamekeeper-sentenced-for-large-scale-eradication-of-wildlife-
on-scottish-estate-1-4987088  

 
Can you help with a study of otters in Florida 
Brevard Zoo and Discover Florida’s Oceans are conducting a citizen science project to gain a 
better understanding of North American river 
otters within the state.  They want to collect all 
dead otters so that they can perform a post 
mortem examination which will look at 
parasites, stomach contents, as well as cause of 
death.  
 
This study is a first of its kind so if you see an 
otter in Florida, dead or alive, please report it to 
them at http://discoverfloridasoceans.com/Otterspotter/    
http://www.vieravoice.com/Senior-Life/August-
2019/Otter-Spotter-monitors-Brevards-furry-friends/  
 
Hunt saboteurs rescue otter from illegal hunt 
*Warning: Some people may find the video content within the link disturbing* 
Hunt “saboteurs” have stated that they stopped a hunting group from illegally killing an otter 
in Devon.  Otters have a legally protected status across the UK and EU and any attempt to 
hunt the species is illegal. 
 
However, a video shows the group save the otter’s life as hunters and their dogs attempt to 
catch the animal.  The report also describes how some of the hunters turned violent toward 
the saboteurs.  This video and report is incredibly disturbing as a large group of people 
attempt to murder an innocent animal.  The otter would have been terrified at this attempt 

North American river otter 
Photo: Karen James 
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of a cruel and unlawful end to its life.  
Of course the huntsmen deny hunting the otter and said “The hounds picked up on a scent in 
the undergrowth of the river bank and an otter was seen by sabs fleeing while [huntsman 
Mickey] Hibberd and whippers in on both sides of the water hunted the hounds on with voice 
and horn calls.” Even though they claim the hunt was not specifically for otters, it shows the 
danger they and other wildlife are in through the continued activity of these hunting groups.   
 
Thankfully the hunt saboteurs managed to protect the otter but it shows that such illegal 
actions are still happening close to home.  If anyone suspects such illegal activity we would 
urge you to report it to us and your local Police Wildlife Liaison Officer. 
https://www.thecanary.co/discovery/analysis-discovery/2019/08/01/saboteurs-claim-they-saved-the-life-of-an-
otter-that-was-being-hunted-illegally/  

 
Otter haven in China 
China’s waterways were once a home to Eurasian otters across the country.   However, due 
to overhunting, habitat destruction and human interference caused by a growing population, 
otters disappeared from much of their historic range across China. 
 
So it is great to hear that the Sichuan Tangjiahe National Nature Reserve, one of China’s top 
wildlife spotting areas, has recently discovered the presence of Eurasian otter populations 
and are pushing for more protection of the species in the area. 
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201908/06/WS5d48ef6aa310cf3e35564218.html  

 
Otter spotted in Turkey 
Sea otters spotted in Turkey?!  As I am sure you have guessed, in spite of the title from this 
article, this isn’t the case.  But it is true that Eurasian otters have been spotted in the 
southeastern province of Şırnak near the İkizce Creek at the foot of Mount Judi.  Mehmet 
Emin Erkan, the Rector of Şırnak University has stated that there has been an increase in 
otters found in the area, which is good news. 
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/sea-otter-spotted-in-turkeys-southeast-145669  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Otters in India 
The city of Vijayawada has a new inhabitant! The Krishna River that runs through the city is 
now home to smooth-coated otters.  Five otters are believed to have either migrated from 
the Krishna estuary or from the nearby Tungabhadra River. 

 
 

A family of smooth-coated otters 
Photo: Dr Bivash Pandav, WII 
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BECOME AN IOSF LIFE SUPPORTER - OUR SUPPORTERS ARE ALWAYS VALUED 

BY US as a crucial source of support for the work that we are doing, and those of 

you that become life supporters are highly appreciated. 
 

For a one-off payment of £350 you can become a Life Supporter and give your long-term 

commitment to help secure a better future for otters in the UK and around the world. 

 

We will send you a certificate showing your life supporter status and you will continue to 

receive full updates in our newsletters, on all of the work that we are doing. 
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/become-a-life-supporter-c2x9466694 

 

 
The return of otters to the area is a sign that pollution levels may have decreased and that 
the ecosystem is now in balance once again. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/vijayawada/following-floods-otter-checks-into-
vij/articleshow/70718952.cms  

 
More otter news from Iraq (Photo: IGCO) 

 
The Iraqi Green Climate Organisation recently posted on Facebook about an otter record 
above the Euphrates River Basin.  Sadly the otter, an adult female was dead, having become 
trapped in nets in a lake in Anvar Province, which borders with Syria. However, it is the first 
confirmed record of an otter in this remote part of Iraq and does indicate the quality of the 
wetlands in this area. 
https://www.facebook.com/IraqiWildlifeCenter/posts/1142145645969931  

 
Thank You... 
Lush has again raised funds for IOSF at one of their Charity events in-store at 
Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, and Nurutred by Nature continue to generously support 
our work.  Donations have also been received from our fantastic supporters too. 
 
We and the otters appreciate every penny. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All photos are © to the name/s as indicated, otherwise ©IOSF 
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CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP - WHETHER YOU OWN A BUSINESS OR ARE EMPLOYED, 
does the company have a green policy/ support conservation?  Then perhaps the company would like to 
consider becoming a Corporate Member with IOSF and supporting our work with otters. 

 

  You can find out more information on our website http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_CorporateSponsorship.aspx 
 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     

Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries:     All other countries: 
Adult:  £24.00 per year   Adult:  £30.00 per year 
Child:  £13.00 per year   Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family:  £34.00 per year   Family:  £40.00 per year 

 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can raise 
money and awareness to help the otters in our 
Fundraising Pack or find out what some of our 
supporters have done over the years in the 

online newsletters.   
 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 

 

If you are reading this for the first time and 
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click here 
to sign up.    Please be assured that we will never 
pass on your details to any other party and you 
will only ever receive emails from us.  

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.   Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters Charity Number SC003875 
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