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15 Years oF iosF 

November 1993 saw the very beginnings of IOSF and since then it has grown into 
an internationally respected conservation body.  However, our aim is unchanged – to 
conserve the 13 species of otter worldwide and their habitat.

Now 15 years later, we have supporters in 32 countries and have supported projects in 
27 countries.  82 of the original 300 members are still with us!!  It shows how loyal you, 
our otter-loving members, are.

In the very first Otter News we wrote:  “You have given otters a stronger voice.  By 
joining the International Otter Survival Fund you have ensured that otters will have 
someone to shout for them to ensure their survival.” 

And this is still the case.  It is only through the support of each of you that we have 
been able to carry out all this work and we promise to do more. No otter would be fed, 
Guinness and Tipple, Ceud and Rowan would not be in the wild, and Dara would not 
have his new enclosure without you.  So please never under-estimate what EACH ONE 
OF YOU are doing to help otters.

As you know we have now cared for over 100 otters and our first pens were built in 
1994.  These are now showing their age and it is therefore essential that we carry out 
serious maintenance work on the fencing and the foundations.  

We are therefore launching a special CHRISTMAS APPEAL for this.  We know that 
Christmas is an expensive time for everyone, but if each supporter gives just £5 
we will easily have enough to cover the work on the pens.

You will find various ways to fund raise on www.otter.org/Links_Help_IOSF_page.htm
or follow the Help IOSF button on the web page www.otter.org/indexpage.html

So please remember the otters at this 
special time – you can send a cheque marked 
“Otter Pens” or make a donation online at our 
secure site www.ottershop.co.uk

We would like to say “Thank you” for all 
your support of IOSF’s work and wish 
you a Happy and Peaceful Christmas and 
New Year. 

Best wishes

Paul

G I V E  A N  O T T E R  A D O P T I O N  F O R  C H R I S T M A S

Team OtterTeam Otter



thanks  

As usual we have to thank you, our generous supporters, for all your help over the last 
few weeks. But we have to say a special “thank you”, to:  Mr R Pilborough, who kindly 
donated a digital camera; to all the people at Shepreth Wildlife Park and Battersea Park 
Zoo for arranging their “otter” days.  

Please also look out for other special 
“otter days” arranged by Carol Benetto 
and Lesley Wright in aid of Furget-Me-
Not.

If you would like to hold your own day, 
please contact us and we can provide 
material and publicise it through our on-
line EVENTS page.

iosF in hunGarY

IOSF was invited to the take part in the 26th Mustelid Colloquium from 28-31 August 
2008 in Budapest, Hungary. The first such colloquium had taken place in 1982 at the 
University of Osnabrück, Germany.  

IOSF’s Paul Yoxon gave the first 
presentation on the “Use of remote 
camera traps to monitor otters on the Isle 
of Skye”.  There were various other otter 
topics including the work of the Cardiff 
University otter project, otter conservation 
in Italy, and Dr Hans-Heinrich Kruger 
gave a paper on “Body temperature and 
activity in Eurasian Otters”. Geoff Hobbs 
of Cardiff University gave an interesting 

paper on the genetic diversity of otters 
in the UK which identified eight distinct 
otter populations in England and Wales.
What made the conference especially 
interesting was hearing about other 
mustelid species in Europe; for example, 
the mischievous Stone Marten has 
adapted readily to the urban environment 
and can be found living in attics and has 
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Children enjoying the ‘Otter Day’ at Battersea Park ZooChildren enjoying the ‘Otter Day’ at Battersea Park Zoo
(Photo: Battersea Park Zoo)

www.ottershop.co.uk  www.otter.org

Paul and Hans-Heinrich Kruger at conferencePaul and Hans-Heinrich Kruger at conference

Fish pond in Duna-Drava Naional ParkFish pond in Duna-Drava Naional Park
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even been known to attack the wiring 
of cars. There were also many poster 
presentations including one from our 
friend Dr József Lanszki on the “Genetic 
structure of otters from two fishpond 
systems in Hungary”.

It was to these ponds and the river Drava 
that József took us after the conference. 
He has been working here for many years 
and in fact in Otter News No 42 (2005) he 
told us about the feeding habits of the 
otters there.  

The Duna-Drava National Park was 
founded in 1996 and lies on the 
floodplain of the rivers Drava and Danube 
and water is the key factor in this habitat. 
The watercourses are nearly natural with 
meandering rivers, ox-bow lakes and 
many old river-beds. In fact the border 
with Croatia followed the river but now 
that the river has changed its course in 
places the border goes backwards and 
forwards over the river!  

There are also many large fish ponds and 
the water in these is controlled by small 
sluice gates, which means that the habitat 
can be maintained to the benefit of those 
farming the fish, and the wildlife.

The whole area is unbelievably beautiful 
and there is so much wildlife - white tailed 
eagles, black storks, pygmy cormorants, 

Jòzsef recording a sprainting spotJòzsef recording a sprainting spot

Eurasian Otter cub at Somogy CentreEurasian Otter cub at Somogy Centre

bee-eaters, kingfishers and wild boar. We 
spent three nights in the forest and each 
night we sat beneath the stars listening 
to the roaring of the rutting red deer. Of 
course, we saw many signs of otters, and 
also of golden jackal.

For the final part of the trip we visited an 
otter centre run by the Somogy Provincial 
Association for Nature Conservation.  
Although they have captive Eurasian 
otters which can be seen by the public, 
they also do a lot in education and 
conservation as well as rehabilitate 
young otter cubs. For those who can 
read Hungarian, more information can be 
found at www.stvsz.hu

We would like to thank József for 
giving us the opportunity to visit 
his field area and the organisers of 
the Colloquium for the invitation to 
speak. If anyone would like to see the 
abstracts of the talks at the Colloquium 
these can be found (in English) at 
http://mustelid2008.elte.hu/index.php



ireland reVisited

Our visit to Ireland had two positive outcomes: firstly we released Guinness and 
Tipple back to the wild and secondly we were able to meet with the Irish National 
Parks and Wildlife Service to discuss the situation of otters in the wild in Ireland. 
Here we tell you more about the visit.

As you will know, having been reared here on Skye to the age of about eight months, 
Guinness and Tipple were taken back to Ireland in April so that they would not have 
the long journey just before release. During our survey of the area in April we found 
an ideal release site and so in August we returned for their big day!

Since April the otters had been cared for by Bernie Murphy and he had done a 
splendid job. We now had two very big healthy otters ready for a life of freedom. The 
only problem was how to catch them. The vegetation in the pen had grown very high 
and was ideal for the otters, but not so clever for us trying to catch them. However, 
with a bit of perseverance we eventually had them tucked up in their release boxes 
and set off for the lake. 

The morning had been dull but the clouds parted to reveal blue sky patches as Bernie 
and Paul carried the otters to the shore. The doors opened and we waited. Guinness 
quickly emerged and shot into the water, twirling and swirling in the waves. He was 
already metres out when Tipple came out. She was far more wary but once she felt the 
water she was away. We quickly lost them in the waves but could hear them calling to 
each other. Through the binoculars we eventually picked up two heads leaping and 
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Paul and Bernie releasing the ottersPaul and Bernie releasing the otters
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diving, relishing their freedom.

It was only too appropriate that we should 
have a pint of Guinness to celebrate!!

Bernie is actually an angler and it is great 
to see his attitude towards the otters. It is 
not that he just tolerates them but he is 
determined to do all he can to help.

We have found in the past that some 
fishermen regard otters just as pests 
but this is not how Bernie sees it. He 
not only sees them as beautiful animals 
but regards them as an important part 
of the environment, and realises that 
their presence means there is a healthy 
population of fish. Bernie has produced 
various books about fishing in the Irish 
Midlands – for more information visit 
http://www.lanesboroughangling.ie/2.html 

Before we left Dublin, we stopped off 
to meet with Dr Ferdia Marnell of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service. A 
few years ago we had been concerned 
about the continued activity of otter 
hunting packs in Ireland and we wanted 
to investigate what the situation is now.

Dr Marnell showed us the Species Action 
Plan which was produced in January 
2008 for otters throughout Ireland and it 
all looks positive.

Free at Last!Free at Last!

The otter has been protected in Ireland 
since 1976 but licenses to hunt were 
issued under the Wildlife Act until the 
1990s. However in 2000 the hunting clause 
was removed entirely and it is now illegal 
to hunt, disturb or intentionally kill otters.

Nevertheless mink hunting is still 
legal and it is quite likely that this will 
cause disturbance and there can be no 
guarantee that a dog will not kill an otter 
during such a hunt.

National otter surveys are being carried 
out roughly every decade to establish 
the general trend of populations. Rapid 
assessment surveys are also being carried 
out every two years in certain areas. These 
include rivers, such as the Blackwater, 
where there is mink hunting and it is 
hoped that this frequency will quickly 
reveal if there is a problem for otters.

The water quality and bankside habitat 
of the Irish rivers, lakes and canals has 
improved considerably over the years 
and farmers are being given incentives to 
plant or maintain a strip of woodland of 
at least 10m adjacent to a watercourse.

The Action Plan lists a series of actions 
to be completed by 2011, with the issue 
of mink hunting due to be reviewed in 
2009.

We were delighted to see the measures 
planned and we have since sent him 
information on road mitigation such as 
wildlife warning reflectors and the Danish 
system of pontoons under bridges.

A full copy of the Action Plan can be 
downloaded at 

http://www.npws.ie/en/Publications 
Literature/SpeciesActionPlans/
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otters in brittanY

In September we had a visit from Lionel Lafontaine who has worked on otters in 
Brittany for many years. We first met Lionel when he came to Skye with a group of 
Breton naturalists back in the 1980s and he then came back to join us at our two Skye 
conferences in 2000 and 2003.  

This time he was accompanied by Sami Hassani and Jean-Marc Lhuillier from 
Oceanopolis in Brest. Oceanopolis is a visitor centre for marine life and they have 
three sections to the displays – polar, temperate and tropical. However, it is more than 
just a tourist attraction and they also care for orphaned and injured seals which are 
then released back into the wild.

Oceanopolis now want to draw attention 
to the fact that Eurasian otters also live 
in the marine environment. So many 
people think our otters live in rivers and 
lakes and indeed many books portray 
this image. However, as we well know 
in Scotland, there are populations of 
otters which live along the coast and 
Oceanopolis intend to carry out public 
awareness in this field and also build 
facilities to care for orphaned and injured 
otters in France.

They therefore approached Lionel for his 
help as he is the local otter expert, and he 
arranged for Sami and Jean-Marc to visit 
IOSF on Skye for a couple of days. During 
their visit they hoped to take some film 
of wild otters to use in their display in 
Brest but although we did manage to 
see three individual animals none of 
them came close enough to film.  

It is hoped that the French group will be 
able to come back next year and spend 
more time, which hopefully will be more 

productive in terms of filming. We also hope to be able to work together on the new 
facilities and develop a good partnership.

Lionel Lafontaine with Sami and Jean-Marc on Skye

VISIT THE OTTERSHOP FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFTS & CARDS
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wildcare

The weekend of 26/27 September saw 
nearly 40 people converge on Inverness 
for the Wildcare conference, which is 
for all those working in wildlife rescue 
and rehabilitation. This event was held 
every year from 1991 to 2003 and was 
always a very popular event. It returned 
in 2005 and then it was decided to hold 
the conference on a 3-year rotation with 
the British Wildlife Rehabilitation Council 
and Lower Moss Wood Wildlife Hospital.

The Conference this year was entitled 
“Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation 
– At Home and Abroad” and it began 

close encounters oF a hairY-nosed kind!

The field team of the Carnivore and Pangolin Conservation Program came face-to-face 
with two hairy-nosed otters in their latest surveys of U Minh Ha National Park in the 
Mekong Delta of Vietnam. Surveys have been carried out in the area since September 
2007 and in March 2008, whilst night 
spotting, the field team discovered two 
hairy-nosed otters along a canal bank.
Nguyen van Nhuan, a research officer 
with the team, said “We were only 
about 2  metres away from them when 
we spotted the two otters. It was truly 
amazing to see such a rare species in 
the wild. Finding hairy-nosed otters in 
the area will help build a strong case for 
conservation recommendations for the 
U Minh Ha National Park. We will work 
closely with the National Park to develop 
the best protection for endangered 
species like the hairy nosed otter.”

The team will continue their work in the 
peat swamp forests located between the 
U Minh Ha and U Minh Thuong National 
Parks as they may act as a corridor 
for wildlife to move between the two 
protected areas.

Hairy-nosed Otter in U Minh Ha National ParkHairy-nosed Otter in U Minh Ha National Park

on Friday evening with a talk by IOSF’S 
Paul Yoxon on “The Search for the Hairy-
Nosed Otter”.

Paul presenting at Wildcare (photo: Ray Jackson)Paul presenting at Wildcare (photo: Ray Jackson)
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hospital news

You have already seen that Guinness and Tipple have returned to the wild in Ireland 
but they are not the only wild otters now.

Ceud and Rowan on their wayCeud and Rowan on their way Tay and Pebbles basking in the sunTay and Pebbles basking in the sun

The main programme began on 
Saturday and included speakers from 
the Pieterburen Seal Rescue Centre in 
Holland and from Anima, a Greek centre 
which specialises in birds, especially 
raptors. Sorn Routh also told us about 
her time with the chimps in Tacugama, 
Sierra Leone.

But there were also important talks 
from people closer to home. One of the 
less savoury aspects of this work was 
brought up by Andy Routh, head vet at 
London Zoo, as he covered the topic of 
“Notifiable Diseases and Zoonoses”. As 
he pointed out, this is not a subject to be 
ignored as workers can contract serious 
illnesses from wildlife and there are 
also certain diseases, such as Foot and 
Mouth, which must be reported. Paul 
Yoxon knows from personal experience 
the risks of working with wild animals 
as he had a very serious infection after 
being bitten by an otter!

Ray Jackson discussed the subject of 
enrichment and showed how, with a 
bit of ingenuity, it is possible to create 

enclosures which not only house the 
animals in a suitable way but can 
make them exercise to get them fit for 
release. And another important subject – 
Nutrition – was covered by Ally Townsend, 
of the Weirfield Wildlife Hospital and she 
pointed out the importance of making 
sure animals get an appropriate diet 
whilst in the hospital and also in the 
wild. In Lincoln many wild swans were 
found dead and dying of malnutrition 
after being fed a diet almost entirely of 
white bread and chips! 

Ian Strachan, from the Scottish Executive, 
covered the new Animal Welfare Acts 
and how these relate to rehabbers. The 
issue of licensing for rehab centres was 
also discussed as plans are now in hand 
to bring this in for all animal sanctuaries 
in Scotland, both domestic and wildlife. 
We feel this is a very positive step to 
make rehabilitation more professional, to 
the benefit of our native wildlife, and we 
hope England and Wales and Northern 
Ireland will also follow suit.



IOSF - International Otter Survival Fund10

In September, Ceud and Rowan were also released. They too had grown into big 
strong animals and so it was time for them to start to explore their natural freshwater 
environment.

The otters were transported to their highland lochside release site in two separate 
boxes but when the time came to open them up there was no hesitation and out they 
both came as if synchronised! Unlike the two Irish otters though, they took a sniff of 
the water and then went and hid under a gorse bush – waiting for us to disappear out 
of sight before they ventured in and took to their new wild life.

Tay and Pebbles are also growing rapidly and are getting close to their own time of 
independence.

Our English otter, Crummock, is in one 
of the nursery pens and has a great 
appetite. He is very secretive and waits 
until you leave before coming out for his 
fish.

And a couple of weeks ago we 
received another young cub, this 
time from Assynt. The cub, now 
named Winnie, had been found alone 
by the side of a loch.  Helen and 
Stevan, who found her, did not pick 
her up straight away but watched 
at a distance and kept checking her. 
It is always important to allow the mother otter to return if
possible and not pick up the cub immediately and Helen and Stevan did exactly 
this.  Unfortunately after a few hours it was obvious she wasn’t coming back so 

they took her back to their house.

From the start Winnie showed no 
hesitation when it came to fish – in fact 
she even tucked into mackerel fillets on 
her first night with Helen and Stevan. We 
have never found that otters will eat oily 
fish like mackerel so she must have been 
very hungry. Now at only about 14 weeks 
she is tucking into whole fish and spits 
and curses whenever anyone goes near. 
You can watch Winnie on the webcam at 
http://www.otter-webcam.ismyblog.co.uk

Finding Winnie (photo: Helen and Stevan Lockhart)Finding Winnie (photo: Helen and Stevan Lockhart)

CrummockCrummock

GIVE AN OTTER ADOPTION THIS CHRISTMAS & HELP IOSF TO HELP THE OTTERS
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updates...

Snares

As you will have read, we were recently in Hungary at the Mustelid Conference – 
delegates from other parts of Europe were shocked to read in our Newsletter that 
snares are still legal in the UK.  Here Louise Robertson of the League Against Cruel 
Sports gives an update on the campaign to ban snares in Scotland following our 
approach to the Scottish Executive.

“The Committee has kept our petition open and will be writing to the Minister 
to seek clarification on a number of issues but mainly concerning the proposed 
regulations. The deadline for his response to this is 21st November, at which stage 
we will get the opportunity to respond to his comments before the Committee 
then reconvenes on the issue. 

Essentially this is not bad news but the Committee does appear to have veered 
away from the core issue of a ban which we are seeking and we will need to 
work hard to steer them back in this direction. The important thing at this stage 
is, of course, that the issue is still on the agenda and the petition wasn’t closed 
yesterday.”

Kenya

We recently had an email and photographs from Mark Origa, Chairman of KISTOC, 
(Kisumu Science Teachers Otter Conservation Development Group) an environmental 
education group at Lake Victoria, Kenya.  KISTOC works in collaboration with the local 
community, fishermen, tour guides, NGO’s and both students and teachers within 
Kisumu district.  So far they have opened 10 otter conservation clubs in ten schools 
– in the local dialect the otter is called 
“nduklu”.

IOSF was pleased to be able to send him 
a digital camera for his work with the 
schools and he has now sent us some 
photos and an update on his work:

Dear IOSF
Please kindly have these photos of 
our work on Lake Victoria Otter.  The 
camera has helped us in our programme 
of activities and enabled us to share 
our activities with other conservation 
groups.  The photos are in different 
sets:  some show the kind of fish the Lake Victoria otters eat and the habitat of 
the otters, showing an improvement in vegetation after replanting. Some photos 
show local fishermen and women involved in the otter project with us and an 
Otter Conservation meeting involving students of an Otter club.

Lake Victoria habitatLake Victoria habitat
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Thank you too for the 20 copies of the IOSF’s children’s education pack “LET’S FIND 
OUT ABOUT OTTER’S” and chart of “Otters of the World” which was distributed 
to ten Otters School Clubs, two copies each.

In December we are having an educative Otter and Lake wetland conservation 
meeting for all the group leaders including the community leaders.
Thank you 

Mark Origa, Chairman KISTOC

We would like to keep supporting Mark and his important work in Kenya and if anyone 
would like to help please send a cheque, marked “Lake Victoria” or make an online 
donation at www.ottershop.co.uk/acatalog/online_catalogues_donations_6.html

Furget-Me-Not

In June, Dara, the hairy-nosed otter, was 
given a new purpose-built enclosure 
in Phnom Tamao Zoo in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia, which was paid for by 
donations to IOSF through our Furget-
Me-Not appeal. His release into the 
enclosure was shown on YouTube and 
you can watch this at http://uk.youtube.
com/watch?v=vseA2BLy_xQ

Dara, which means “star” or “precious” in 

Local people involved in the Otter Project with samples of the otters’ dietLocal people involved in the Otter Project with samples of the otters’ diet

Dara (photo: CIC)Dara (photo: CIC)



13www.ottershop.co.uk  www.otter.org

Cambodian, has become a real “star” to the local people! He is raising awareness of the 
plight of otters in Cambodia and how important they are to the environment.

Annette Olsson is also continuing with her community education work around Tonle 
Sap Lake and training a national team of biology students and villagers. This is having 
a really positive effect and recently she told us that local rangers are reporting illegal 
nets.  Soun Sareun, a fisherman, sometimes swaps his fishing nets for a compass and 
GPS to take part in monitoring work, and now says he wants to be a role model in his 
community. This is the real way forward to counter the fur trade – we have to get the 
community involved and provide a way for people to make a living without killing 
otters.

Early next year there will be a workshop which will train students and some 
government employees/rangers. The students will be encouraged to propose small 
research projects which they will develop after the workshop.

People working with otters from other countries in the region (Vietnam and Laos) 
will also be invited to give presentations on the status of otters in their countries and 
develop ideas/plans for research and conservation actions through international 
collaboration. The fur trade does not recognise international boundaries and such 
collaboration is vital.

The workshop will last for seven days and will begin with a meeting with 
representatives from the relevant government departments, including the Director 
of the Wildlife Protection Office. This will help to create some high-level awareness 
of otters and their conservation – again this is vital as we need official government 
support for our work. 

In the meantime, IOSF is continuing to support Phnom Tamao Zoo by covering the 
costs of caring for Dara and the eight remaining smooth coated otters – there were 
ten smooth coats but two have now been transferred to a zoo in the UK.

So if you would like to support Dara and our campaign in Cambodia, please 
send a cheque marked “Furget-Me-Not” on the back or donate on-line at 
www.ottershop.co.uk

OTTER NEWS ON PDF
Help IOSF to put more money into otter conservation by reading your OtterNews 
online.
If you are happy to do this please email us at otterHQ@aol.com quoting 
your sponsorship number, and reduce our printing and postage costs.  If 
you prefer, we are still happy to send out a printed copy to you.
Your OtterNews is now printed on 80% recycled paper.

M A K E  A  G I F T  D O N AT I O N  F O R  S O M E O N E  T H I S  C H R I S T M A S
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2009 proGraMMe

Is it really that time of year again?!!  Each year seems to go faster but winter is definitely 
here as this morning the first snow appeared on the hills on the mainland, so it must 
be time to plan for 2009.

Unlike most of the UK, Skye has had an absolutely amazing summer this year and for 
the months of May and June we had no rain at all – that’s right NO RAIN!!  As a result 
midges were also down in numbers as there were no pools for the larvae to hatch – 
another bonus!

In fact the seasons do seem to be a bit confused, and our first whooper swans arrived 
in September, whereas we don’t normally see them until mid October.  However, we 
don’t seem to have seen so many cetaceans and basking sharks this year, although 
some people were treated to a great display by a small group of bottle-nosed dolphins 
in Broadford bay at the beginning of September.  

But otters, as usual, have been busy and we have had some great sightings, including 
a female with three cubs with the male nearby, which were spotted during one of our 
“Otter Detective” courses.  The next day we spotted just the two adults and had great 
fun watching them as they squabbled over food – she had caught a big fish and had 
brought it on to the rocks to eat, but he thought he could muscle in for some too.  
However, she was not having this and told him in no uncertain terms to wait his turn.  
Only when she had finished was he allowed the “left-overs”!

One thing which makes the trips such fun is that so many people come back year after 
year and there is always a great atmosphere amongst the group.  But if you haven’t 
been with us before you will soon find that we are a relaxed, welcoming bunch!  After 
all everyone has so much in common – a deep love of wildlife and wild places and a 
caring that these things are preserved. 

Skye also has to be one of most spectacular places to visit in the UK.  Where else 
can you find 3000ft mountains rising sheer from the sea, a coastline with a mix of 
steep cliffs, rocky shores and small beaches, heather moorland dotted with small 

Dolphins in Broadford Bay - Alan HornerDolphins in Broadford Bay - Alan Horner
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dark lochans, and areas of conifer and natural woodland?  Add to this the amazing 
landscape scenery of the Trotternish ridge and you have the Isle of Skye!

And then you have the great variety of fauna and flora.  Of course, everyone wants to 
spot our special otters and this is why many people come on our trips.  Our advantage 
is that the otters here are not nocturnal but are active throughout the day so there 
is no getting up at silly times of the night!  We will never promise a sighting but your 
chances are good and with patience you too can be treated to a special view of your 
own personal otter.  

But while we are looking for otters we can also spot eagles (both white-tailed and 
golden), dolphins, whales, seals and seabirds and depending on the time of year 
orchids and Arctic-alpine flowers.

If you enjoy wildlife but are also interested in the geology, history and archaeology of 
Skye and its neighbouring island of Raasay – then “Wildlife and Heritage” is for you.

The Otter Detective course will teach you more about otters and show you how to 
identify secondary signs (spraints, washing pools, tracks, etc) so that you can explore 
for yourself when you go back home.    

You may also like to help out with our 
Otter Survey of the Isle of Eigg. 

More information can be found in 
our Factfiles which are available at 
www.otter.org/holiday.html or contact 
us and we will send you a printed copy. 

** Further information and prices for the Eigg survey available in November. 

TITLE DATES Number COST FITNESS  

  of nights  LEVEL

Become an Otter Detective 18-23 May 5 £325 1

Wildlife & Heritage of Skye & Raasay 1-6 June 5 £350 1

Otter Survey of the Isle of Eigg 11-18 July 7 ** 2

Wildlife & Heritage of Skye & Raasay 24-29 August 5 £350 1

Become an Otter Detective 14-19  Sept 5 £325 1

Eigg (photo: Martin Wildgoose)Eigg (photo: Martin Wildgoose)
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Accommodation is on a B&B basis in local guest houses or small hotels.   Packed lunches 
and dinners are not included so that you can eat to suit your pocket!!  However, on 
Eigg we will be self-catering.

Fitness Levels:

LEVEL 1:  Walking about 6-8 miles a day over rough tracks

LEVEL 2:  Walking about 8 miles over rough ground and coastal paths with 
some hills 

If you are not sure about the level of fitness required please do contact us for advice.

If you cannot fit in one of our courses, we can arrange an exclusive otter watching day 
for you or tailor-make a trip for a group – contact us for more details.

news oF otters

Resolving conflicts between otters and man 

Recently we received an email from Gandhiv Kafle in Nepal who had an idea for 
dealing with the issue of otter-human conflict near the Rupa Lake.  Here he explains:

It involves creating an “otter restaurant” in a nearby watershed fragment where 
suitable habitat conditions can be generated for otters. A frog centre will be 
established in some nearby ponds to produce frogs for release in the “otter 
restaurant”. A revolving fund will be set up and mobilised among fish pond owners 
in which juvenile fish will be provided to each farmer; when the farmer grows the 
fish, he will repay some of them to the committee, and these fish will be released 
in the “otter restaurant”. 

The “otter restaurant” will create a suitable place for otters to feed, so that the 
chance of predation of fish by otters in fish ponds of farmers will be reduced and 
it will help to reduce threats and negative perceptions of otters. An observation 
tower will be built near the lake from which the “otter restaurant” can be watched 
by visitors, and which can also be used for bird watching. 

Our friend, Mordy Ogada in Kenya, made a couple of suggestions to improve this idea 
as he has also been working to reduce otter-human conflict:

Hi, this is an interesting idea, but I would caution you on two issues;

1. Use the fish only to habituate the otters. Do not feed them to a point 
where they depend only on the feeding and you end up with an otter 
population above the lake’s natural carrying capacity.
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2. When rearing the frogs and fish, do NOT use exotic species since these 
could disrupt the local ecosystem.

These projects are very positive as they not only reduce the conflict between 
otters and people but also provide a means whereby the local people can have a 
sustainable living.

Water of Leith

An otter was recently photographed in the Water of Leith, Edinburgh.  The area is being 
cared for by the Water of Leith Conservation Trust whose mission is to conserve and 
enhance the Water of Leith as a haven for wildlife and an educational and recreational 
resource for all. 

The first river charity to be established in Scotland, as guardians of the Water of Leith they 
work to raise the profile of this key environmental asset, and promote community action 
to help the river.  Regular volunteer clean-ups and habitat creation projects improve 
the health of the river valley.  The interactive Visitor Centre, the Water of Leith Walkway, 
and extensive events, education and group visits programmes means everyone has the 
opportunity to discover more about Edinburgh’s hidden natural asset. 

For more information contact: Charlotte Neary, admin@waterofleith.org.uk
0131 455 7367

Otter in Water of Leith (photo: Water of Leith Conservation Trust)Otter in Water of Leith (photo: Water of Leith Conservation Trust)
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Otters in El Salvador

IOSF recently received an email from 
El Salvador saying that otters have 
been discovered by an environmental 
government official in a remote area 
there.  Local people had come to his 
office to inform him of the “perros de 
agua” living in an area called El Capishul.  
He went to try and get a photo but so 
far has not been successful and we are 
hoping that he will be able to set up 
camera traps. 

Otters return

Fordham, Essex:  The River Colne flows 
through the Woodland Trust’s Fordham 
Hall Estate in Essex and for a few years 
signs of otters have been recorded 
along the river. In 2003 an artificial ‘holt’ 
was constructed by volunteers from the 
Colne Valley Project and within weeks 
otters were using it as a daytime retreat. 
In May 2008, one of the Trust’s lucky 
volunteers spotted two otters along a 
minor tributary of the river, which flows 
through the Trust’s nearby Hillhouse 
Wood. The Trust now plan to install some 
more artificial holts to encourage the 
otters to stay. 

Woodland Trust Newsletter, July 2008

Otters have migrated into Essex 
from neighbouring Suffolk and 
Cambridgeshire and have been spotted 
as far south as Eastwood, near Southend. 

ht t p : / / w w w. g a ze t te - n ews. co. u k
29 July 2008 

Cheshire:   Recently more otter signs have 
been found in Cheshire with the River 
Weaver around Nantwich, the River 
Gowy and the River Dee particularly 

active otter areas. 

w w w . w i l d l i f e e x t r a . c o m
September 2008

Santa Barbara, California:  A raft of more 
than 30 otters has established itself off 
Coal Oil Point, in spite of the fact that this 
is supposed to be an “otter-free” zone!  In 
the 1980s the Fish and Wildlife Service 
tried to establish a population of otters 
on San Nicolas Island so that this would 
keep them out of the way of human 
industry.  Any otter which strayed would 
be taken back to the island but this simply 
didn’t work.  Translocating the otters was 
very expensive (up to $10,000 per otter!) 
and also many otters died in transit, so 
the policy was stopped in the 1990s.  
Of course some people with fisheries 
interests are not happy to see otters 
moving into the zone but it can also be 
said when there were no otters there was 
a boom in sea urchins which destroyed 
much of the kelp forest ecosystem.

Santa Barbara Independent, 19 June 2008Santa Barbara Independent, 19 June 2008Santa Barbara Independent

Sea Otter - (photo : Nicole Duplaix)Sea Otter - (photo : Nicole Duplaix)
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Decline in Alaskan sea otters affects 
bald eagles’ diet

This role of the sea otter in the ecosystem 
has also been reported in the October 
issue of the journal “Ecology” by Anthony 
et al, who have seen a change in the diet 
of bald eagles’ as a result of the reduction 
in otter numbers. 

Bald eagles live in high numbers along 
the coast of the Aleutian archipelago off 
the coast of Alaska and catch more than 
90% of their prey in the sea. Sea otters 
also use this habitat but an increase in 
killer whales has reduced their numbers 
considerably so, as mentioned above, sea 
urchins have increased and kelp forests 
have been largely destroyed.  This has 
resulted in less prey for the eagles and 
so they have had to change their habits.  
When there were plenty of otters the 
birds’ main prey was fish and otter pups 
but as the numbers of otters declined 
the proportion of marine birds in the diet 
increased.

Ecological Society of America press release, 
3 October 2008

20 year old sea otter dies

Many of you will have seen the YouTube 
video of the two otters “holding hands”.  
Sadly, Nyac, one of the otters in the video 
has died in the Vancouver Aquarium.

But this otter was remarkable not because 
of her “stardom” but because she was 20 
years old and she had been rescued as a 
pup in 1989 following the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill off Alaska!

Apparently she had been showing her 
age for a few years and latterly she was 
diagnosed with chronic lymphocytic 
leukemia.

Her legacy is that she shows how an 
animal can overcome incredible odds to 
survive such an environmental disaster 
and she has provided vital information 
on the long-term effects of exposure to 
oil.

Otter numbers rise in Kachemak Bay, 
Alaska

A new survey shows that the Kachemak 
Bay sea otter population has increased 
dramatically since 2002, in spite of the 
fact that hundreds have died of a heart 
infection called valvular endocarditis. 
Biologists are still trying to figure out 
how the otters are becoming infected 
with the bacteria causing this.

Alaska public radio network, 21 August Alaska public radio network, 21 August Alaska public radio network
2008 

Californian taxpayers donate to sea 
otters

Not many people are willing to pay more 
on tax but so far this year Californians 
have voluntarily donated $253,350 
through their income tax returns.  This 
not only secures funding to help the 
otters this year but means that the 
donation box will appear again on next 
year’s state income tax returns.

The funds will go to the California Sea 
Otter Fund which was established in 
2006 by two lawyers who wanted to help 
the southern sea otters.

Los Angeles Times, 26 July 2008
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Put a smile on your friend’s face this Christmas and support the International Otter 
Survival Fund this festive season.

Help IOSF protect the world’s otters. Buy 
a virtual box set of 30 Christmas Charity 
Greetings and save paper, save time, save 
stamps! Each Charity Greeting is ‘virtually’ 
posted through your friend’s email letterbox. 
So go on, spread some festive joy.  

IOSF will receive £2 for each box set bought.  
Please visit www.charitygreetings.com/iosfchristmas




