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Tiny Otter Cub Rescued in Finland  
IOSF was recently contacted by Suvi Haikala from Pääkaupunkiseudun 
Eläinsuojeluyhdistys in Helsinki.  They are an animal protection association and also 
take care of injured and orphaned wild animals.  Their main caretaker has about 20 
years’ experience, including with Eurasian otters, but they now needed some help with 
a tiny cub which was only about two weeks old.  

 
Isn’t she gorgeous! 
When she first arrived 
she had some diarrhoea 
but this has cleared up.  
Our latest update is that 
she is feeding well and 
active, which is a good 
sign.  At the centre, they 
don’t normally name 
their animals but this 
cub has been called 
“Littana”, which means 
flat in Finnish and 
comes from the shape of 
the head 

 
It is amazing how quickly she has grown – in fact she has almost doubled in size.  Our 
first contact was on 14 September and the second photo was sent to us on 26 
September!  It now looks as if her eyes will soon open.” 
 
With such a young animal, warmth and feeding are priorities but she is clearly in very 
good hands. 
 

News from the Sanctuary  
Beatha was clearly not impressed when we were trying to get some photos of her the 
other day – just look at her sticking her tongue out! 
 
As the weather is now a bit colder she and Aeris 
have started to gather their own bedding, which is a 
good sign to see as it shows their natural instincts. 
 
Mel continues to be elusive in his enclosure but the 
fish keep disappearing!  However, we have 
managed to get a couple of photographs recently. 
 
The juvenile from Kylerhea is due to be released 
shortly.  He is now a strong adult and is ready to set 
out again on his own. 

Otter News No. 93,  
September 2018 

 

Join our IOSF mailing list and receive our newsletters - 
Click on this link: http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 

© Sari Valtanen

  

© Suvi Haikala 
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Oscar2 back 
at IOSF 

Aeris 

Mel 

We have also received a young cub, named Oscar2, from the 
Scottish Borders.  Once again Shona, from Arthurshiel Wildlife 
Rescue (http://www.arthurshielrescuecentre.co.uk/) took care of 
the tiny cub until he was ready to travel up to 
Skye – this is the fourth cub she has helped 
us with, including Mel.  She warned us that 
although he looks cute he does have an 
“attitude” and she is right!  He may look 
gorgeous but he has a fiery temper and 
makes it quite clear that he doesn’t want 
anyone near him!  But this is a good sign as 

it shows his true wild nature. 
 
Work on our new facilities has been 
hampered by the weather, but 
hopefully we will be able to get on with this soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to support our cubs in 
the Sanctuary you can send a cheque 
marked "Hospital" on the back or make 
a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

Gift Aid is a simple way to increase the value of your gift to IOSF - at no extra 
cost to you. If you pay tax in the UK, IOSF can reclaim the basic rate tax (25%) 
on your gift. So, if you donate £10, it is worth £12.50 to IOSF. 
  
It is a simple process to sign up to Gift Aid - all you have to do is make a Gift 

Aid declaration. If you are donating online, just select the “Yes” option on the Gift Aid box on the donation 
form.   Alternatively you can download and print out the Gift Aid Declaration on page 13 of our 
Fundraising Pack which can be found at:  
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf 
 
Or, contact us on 01471 822487 and we will send you a form through the post. 

 
 

Pet Otters 
As we keep reporting, the pet trade is becoming an increasing problem globally. Over 
the last month we have been made aware of more instances of otters being taken to be 
sold on the black market as pets. 
 
The first incident comes from Bangkok, Thailand, where a local moto-taxi driver was 
caught with a young Asian small-clawed otter in a cardboard box. Police had been 
monitoring the eventual buyer on Facebook as they had offered to sell pet otters across 
the area. However, the buyer never appeared and the taxi driver was arrested.  

Grace collecting the baby otter 
from Shona 
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And now there is an otters ‘cuteness contest’ in Japan!  Across the country they are 
holding a competition for Japan’s most adorable otter. In normal circumstances this 
could be seen as great exposure for the species and a chance to put them on the map 
with more awareness of the problems they face. However, given recent activity within 
the country we are even more worried about the potential increase in demand for otters 
as pets.   Even the article says “we’ll all be thinking the same thing: I wanna bring one 
home!” 
https://weekender.com.sg/w/events_entertainment/83-otters-compete-for-japans-most-adorable-
otter-championship-how-do-we-choose-from-all-these-cuties/4/  

 
Hopefully we are wrong and this does in fact lead to increased conservation efforts for 
otters, but we suspect not. 
 
Sadly this is not confined to Asia as we recently heard that 
in Peru, giant otters cubs have been rescued from the 
growing illegal pet trade within the region. We are aware of 
a number of different cubs that have been confiscated from 
the illegal trade across the area and so we must also create 
awareness in South America. 
 
It is important for us to reiterate that otters are wild animals 
and should be left as such. We understand that many people love otters and therefore 
we would urge them to dedicate their time and passion to helping otters in the wild and 
not doing the complete opposite.    
 

Wise Old Sayings 
One of our supporters recently sent us a link to “Wise Old Sayings” which is one of the 
oldest collections of wise quotes, proverbs and sayings gathered from all over the world.  
Their website (http://www.wiseoldsayings.com) has various topics you can select but some 
of the animal ones are very apt. 
 
A quote from Edwin Way Teale is particularly appropriate to follow our piece on pet 
otters: 
 
“Those who wish to pet and baby wild animals "love" them. But those who respect their 
natures and wish to let them live normal lives, love them more.”      
 

Otter Oscar Nominations 
You still have time to submit your nominations for the 2018 Otter Oscars. 

 
As before, the categories are: 

 Children (aged 12 years or under as at 1 December 2018) 

 Young People (aged 13 – 18 years as at 1 December 2018).  

 Group/Organisation – For example school, natural history 
group, Scouts/Guides, etc. 

 Community Achievement – Any activity carried out in 2018 
which involves local communities in otter conservation.  

 Research – Open to amateur or professional researchers for 
work carried out during 2018.  

 Photography/Artwork – Open to amateurs or professionals.  
All work must have been produced during 2018. 

 Special Award – Open to anyone who has made a lifelong 
commitment to otter conservation 

Baby otter rescued alive from 
illegal wildlife trade in Asia  
©TRAFFIC 
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Applications/nominations can be made in more than one category, providing the 
outlined criteria are met. 
 
You can click to the nomination form at http://www.otter.org/Public/News_StopPress.aspx 
and you have until Friday 23 November to submit your nomination.  The results will be 
announced on Monday 3 December 2018.  
 
If you have any question please contact enquiries@otter.org  
 

Otter News from Laos (Photos: © Kiengkai Khoonsrivong) 
Kiengkai Khoonsrivong, who helped us with the workshop in April, recently sent us 
these photos. 

He handed over these IOSF t-
shirts to the District Education 
and Sports Bureau for them to 
wear during a boat racing festival 
competition on 20–22 September 
2018, in Viengxay district, 
Huaphan province, Lao PDR. 
 
He also told us that he had heard 
from villagers in a remote 

community where he has been working that they have seen otters and he identified 
them as Asian small-clawed and smooth-coated otters. 
 
It is great to see that the IOSF workshop has resulted in more awareness being created 
in Laos and this is also resulting in more information on otter distribution. 

 
Team Otter 

This month’s piece is dedicated to one special Team Otter member. 
Daniel, aged 7, finished as runner-up in the Wicked Young Writer awards 
with his fictional otter-related story which was about rescuing an otter on 
the Isle of Skye.  Daniel has never visited our Centre and this is totally his 
own imagination.  Daniel’s mother told us “We went down to London (from 
the Isle of Lewis) for the award ceremony and Daniel was presented with 

his certificate by Cressida Cowell. It was a very exciting occasion.” 
 
We so enjoyed his story that we want to share it with you: 
  

'The Bumpy Trail' By Daniel MacAlpine 

e were ready to go. Dad started our brand new 4x4 pick-up engine.  I waved to 

mum as we drove off.  First we turned off the main road, down a muddy, wet, 

bumpy trail.  It was so much fun.  We went up a nearly vertical hill.  Suddenly, Dad 

slammed on the brakes, screech!  We saw something brown and furry peeping out 

of the grass. I jumped down out of the pick-up truck and walked slowly over. I saw 

an.....OTTER! I was really excited as I had never seen an otter in the wild before.  

As I got closer, I noticed that the otter had a sore leg.  I beckoned to dad to 

come and have a look. He GASPED! It had a fishing net wrapped around his paw. I 

looked at dad and wondered what we should do.  Then I remembered about the 

W 

http://www.otter.org/
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Here is Daniel, pictured with 
Cressida Cowell, being 
presented with his award 
alongside Isabella Watson-
Gandy, also a runner-up.   
© Ellie Kurtz 
 

International Otter Survival Fund (IOSF) hospital in Broadford. I had visited the 

hospital when we were on holiday last year on the Isle of Skye.  Dad called the 

hospital to ask for their advice.  They asked if we could bring the otter to the 

hospital so that he could be cared for.  Dad and I wrapped the otter in a cosy 

blanket.  The otter was trembling but he was so exhausted that he let us carefully 

lift him into the back of the pick-up.  

 

We set off back along the bumpy trail.  This time much more slowly so as not to 

frighten the otter. We came round a sharp corner and dad had to swerve suddenly 

to avoid a tree trunk which was lying across the track.  The pick-up lurched into a 

ditch at the side of the dirt track.  Dad revved the engine to try and get us out 

but it was no good.  We were stuck! The otter was getting more and more 

distressed and making squeaking noises in the back of the truck.  Dad and I looked 

at each other in panic.  Now what were we going to do? We needed to get to the 

hospital as soon as possible before the otter became too frightened.  Dad phoned 

the local garage and a man with a six wheeled drive pick-up said that he would come 

and help us to get out of the ditch.  I spoke softly to the otter while we waited.  It 

seemed like a long time but eventually he arrived and towed us out.  We carried on 

and arrived in Broadford. A kind lady called Sarah came out to meet us.  She lifted 

the otter gently and took him inside to be examined.  Dad and I went back to the 

holiday cottage where we were staying to tell mum all about our adventure. 

 

A few weeks later I received a letter to say thank you for helping to rescue 

'Oscar' and a photograph showing his mended paw.  I can't wait to go on the bumpy 

trail again and wonder what we might find next time?! 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Kelp Dredging Banned! 
For once, common sense has prevailed and the Holyrood committee has voted to ban 
the mechanical harvesting of wild kelp and prevent the threat to our coastal ecosystem. 
 
More than 14,000 people signed a petition to stop it at its first application and this has 
been successful.  The developers wanted to remove 30,000 tonnes of kelp each year 

http://www.otter.org/
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©Tabea Lanz 

Become an IOSF Life Supporter 
Our supporters are always valued by us as a crucial source of support for the work that we are doing, and 
those of you that become life supporters are highly appreciated. 
 
For a one-off payment of £350 you can become a Life Supporter and give your long-term commitment to 
help secure a better future for otters in the UK and around the world. 
 
We will send you a certificate showing your life supporter status and you will continue to receive full updates 
in our newsletters, on all of the work that we are doing. 
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/become-a-life-supporter-c2x9466694 

 

©North Carolina Zoo 

from the West Coast in prime otter habitat.  But it isn’t just the otters which would have 
been affected – the kelp is a vital base of the food chain for 
all creatures in the coastal zone and so this would have 
had far-reaching repercussions. 
 
Furthermore, the kelp acts to protect the shoreline by 
dissipating wave energy and is also absorbs carbon in the 
same way as the rainforest.  
 
We are delighted with this decision but we have to make 
sure that we stay vigilant to make sure there isn’t a future 
application. 
 
And it is also encouraging to show that governments 
sometimes do take notice of the will of the people and the importance of preserving our 
environment. 
http://www.itv.com/news/2018-09-18/msps-back-wild-kelp-dredging-ban/ 

 
News in Brief 
The importance of whiskers 
One of the first things you notice about sea otters is their large whiskers 
but what are they for? A recent study into how sea otters can sense and 
find their prey with impaired vision has shown that they use their paws 
and whiskers. We are aware of other species of otter using their 
whiskers to locate prey in murky or muddy water but as far as we are 
aware this is the first study which has proved it. 
https://www.zmescience.com/ecology/animals-ecology/otters-sense-paws-
whiskers-16092018/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zoo releases two otters orphaned after mother 
killed by car 
Two female cubs aged about six weeks were 
rescued after their mother was killed by a car near 
Engelhard, North Carolina.  They were taken to the 
North Carolina Zoo’s Valerie H. Schindler Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center, where they have been cared 
for until ready for release.  As should always be the 
cases, human contact was kept to a minimum to 
keep them wild. 
 

©North Carolina Zoo 
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The zoo released a short video showing how the cubs developed and also shows their 
release into the wild, which you can find at https://www.charlotteobserver.com/latest-

news/article219003285.html 

 
Genome studies to save wildlife 
Otters have been selected as part of The Wellcome Sanger Institute's landmark genetic 
sequencing of 25 British species (see link below). The chosen species were selected to 
gain an understanding of their genetic structure, to help conservation as well as to 
benefit human health. 
  

As you know IOSF works with Cardiff University Otter Project, who were the Species 
Champions for the otter. Needing a really fresh tissue sample, they used a roadkill male 
collected by Somerset Otter Group. The DNA quality was excellent, and the 
initial sequencing is now complete, less than a year from the launch of the project. 
CUOP are now awaiting the data and some further analysis which will identify which 
genes are 'switched on' in which organs. 
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2018/sep/23/cracking-nature-code-25-genome-study-
sanger-centre-featherworts-otters-eagles 
 

Otters in New Zealand? 
Otters are said to be absent from Australasia.  However, New Zealand was reported to 
have an indigenous mammal living in the rivers and lakes of South Island when the first 
European settlers came in 1777.  In 1851 the Maoris described an animal resembling 
an otter or badger and in 1861 Julian Haast wrote "I frequently saw tracks which 
resembled a European otter".  Even Captain Cook claimed to have seen one.  By the 
1950s it was concluded that there was very little evidence to say that this animal ever 
existed but over the years there have been at least 50 reported sightings. 
 
So could the Waitoreke or New Zealand otter really exist?   
 
0In the 1859 naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace published his idea 
of the natural boundary which runs between Borneo and 
Sulewesi and between Bali and Lombok – the Wallace Line.   He 
had noticed that the birds and animals of western Indonesia 
were completely different to those in the east of the country.  
Indeed the birds of Bali are completely different to those on 
Lombok, even though they are only 22 miles apart.  To the west 
of the line, the fauna is influenced by Asia while to the east it is 
more Australasian.  Land bridges meant that tigers, rhinos and 
otters were able to cross from Asia to the western Indonesian 
islands – Kalimantan (Borneo), Java and Sumatra.  On the other 
hand, the Australasian influence means that marsupials are 
found on the eastern side, particularly in Irian Jaya, the western 
half of the island of New Guinea, but there are no otters. What 
Wallace didn’t know is that the reason for this is the geology of the region and the two 
parts of Indonesia are on two different continental plates, which were once far apart.  
For this reason otters are only found to the west while in the east of Indonesia we find 
animals typically associated with Australia. 
 
So if otters really do exist on New Zealand they have almost certainly to been 
introduced.   
https://www.tvnz.co.nz/one-news/new-zealand/hunt-elusive-new-zealand-otter 
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An unwitting tourist attraction   
©Mandy 

Otter Watching Days 
Recently we have been having some great views of otters on our Otter Watching Days.  
It is strange that two of our areas have been pretty quiet in terms of otter activity 
recently, but this seems to be seasonal.  However, one area has given us great 
sightings and on our last trip we were lucky enough to spend time with an otter that was 
completely oblivious to our presence. 
 

Thanks to Anastasia Krylova for these    
pictures. 

  

So why not visit the beautiful Isle of Skye and spend the day with one of IOSF’s otter 
experts.    
Find out more on our web site http://otter.org/Public/Events_OtterWatchingDays.aspx  

 
Otters in Odd Places 
We have seen a number of cases where otters have been spotted in odd places – city 
centres, inside people’s houses, garages, etc.  In most of these incidents the otter is 
seen only once and then goes back to its normal habits. 
 
However, we have had two incidents of otters “moving in” and living in very close 
quarters with people.  Yes we have seen a lot of media reports about the Singapore 
otters, but we are talking about here in the Highlands.  Again fishermen are often very 
familiar with their own local animals but they don’t normally come THAT close – they are 
just happy to take the scraps of food and then move away.   
 
A while ago we had a call from a small west coast village where an otter was becoming 
a bit of a local tourist attraction and allowing people to get 
very close.  Otters are naturally inquisitive but they 
normally like to keep their distance. The people of the 
village were wonderful and put up notices telling visitors 
to keep away from the otter and just enjoy the views of 
this lovely animal from a distance.  We all hoped that 
eventually he would get bored of the fame and move on.  
Sure enough after about four weeks he decided enough 
was enough and went further up the coast away from 
people. 
 
More recently an otter appeared in an industrial site.  Again the people were delighted 
to see it but they were worried it could be injured by some of the heavy machinery and 
vehicles on site.  We advised them on how to coax the otter out and hoped it, too, would 
leave of its own accord.  Little did we know that this otter would then invite its family to 

http://www.otter.org/
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Corporate Membership 
Whether you own a business or are employed, does the company have a green policy/ supports 
conservation?  Then perhaps the company would like to consider becoming a Corporate Member with IOSF 
and supporting our work with otters. 
 
You can find out more information on our website http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_CorporateSponsorship.aspx 
 

“party” and one otter eventually became four! There was the whole family – male, 
female and two large cubs.  There was more concern when one developed a limp and 
we needed to contact a vet.  But the injury didn’t appear to be serious and it may have 
been the catalyst to make them leave as there have since been no more sightings 
there. 
 
We find this type of incident worrying, as if an otter is frightened it could bite or the otter 
itself could get injured.  Fortunately in these cases the otters all moved away of their 
own choice, but we would always advise people to keep away from an otter. If you 
believe it is injured or at risk, or if it is a young animal, please get in touch with us for 
advice.  If the office is unmanned you will always find an answerphone message with an 
alternative number where someone can be reached. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 

Where all profits go to help otters     www.ottershop.co.uk  
 
We thought that you might like to help us celebrate 25 years 
protecting otters by purchasing one of our special t-shirts.  Show 
the world how you feel about otters and your support for IOSF.  
Thank you. 
 
(Prices start at £17.98 and you have a choice of sizes, styles and 
colours) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thanks to... 
We are grateful for the support received from The Rainforest Action Fund, Wolfgang 
Gettmann, The Henry C. Hoare Charitable Trust, The Spear Charitable Trust. 
 
Also for the kind donations received from many of you. 
 
 

Events 
06/11/2018  
Pfalzmuseum für Naturkunde, Bad Durkheim, Germany 
at 7pm - A talk by Dr Wolfgang Gettmann on "Otters and their signs" 
Visit our website to find out what might be happening in the otter world near you. 
http://otter.org/Public/Events.aspx 
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Legacy 
A legacy is a great way of giving to something close to your heart and every gift will 
make a difference.  Have you ever thought of leaving something in your will to charity?  
Please consider remembering the International Otter Survival Fund in your will and help 
our work, protecting otters, to continue. 
 
Including a legacy in your will ensures that your wishes are carried out, so it is important 
to discuss this with your solicitor.  You can stipulate a specific restriction for its use, but  
remember that without restriction your legacy can be directed to where it is required 
most urgently. 
 
Should you choose to provide a legacy for the International Otter Survival Fund in your 
will, we thank you and appreciate your support in this way. 
 
Tlink http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_Legacy.aspx will take you to our dedicated webpage 
concerning making a Legacy. 
 

 
All photos are © to the name/s as indicated, otherwise ©IOSF 

 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries: Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family:  £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family:  £40.00 per year 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 

 

If you are reading this for the first time and 
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click 
here to sign up.   Please be assured that we 
will never pass on your details to any other 
party and you will only ever receive emails 
from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
http://www.pinterest.com/paulyoxon/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/39540399417/
https://twitter.com/IOSF/
http://internationalottersurvivalfund.tumblr.com/
http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_Legacy.aspx
http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx
http://otter.org/Public/News_Newsletter.aspx
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
http://www.otter.org/
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx

