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News from the Sanctuary 
The good news is that Uisge is now back in the wild.  He had become even more 
secretive over the last few weeks and was showing all the signs of wanting to be back 
where he belonged. 

 
 
After he returned to the wild, he came back for a 
while for a “fish supper” but when his visits 
became infrequent we stopped the extra food.  It 
is great to know that another otter is back in the 
wild and thanks to all who adopted him to 
support his care.  Thanks too to Hamza Yassin 
from Kilchoan for helping to get him to us. 
 

 
Aeris and Beatha continue to amuse us – 
they are still wary of us but not as shy as 
Uisge was and Mel continues to be.  
Sometimes when I go up to feed them 
they are lying in the sun in their favourite 
corner and they just look at me as if to 
say “just leave it there and we’ll get it 
later”!  Other times they are up and ready 
for food and they squabble and bicker 
over a fish until it splits and they each run 
off proudly with their spoils.  They have 
also started to collect grass for their 
bedding which is a good sign of their 
natural instincts. 
 
As I said, Mel is more shy, but he too sometimes comes out to grab a fish.  He has his 
own special hideaway under his sleeping box and often retreats in there to eat.  The 
vegetation has grown a lot in his enclosure so he can be hard to see even if he is out.  
He’s hard to spot in the first photo below but zoomed in he seems to be having a laugh! 
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At the end of July, there was a call about an otter in someone’s shed in Kylerhea on 
Skye.  Ben went down to investigate and he could immediately see that the animal was 
very thin and lethargic, so he brought it straight back to the sanctuary.  The otter was 

not a young cub but a sub-adult, which had 
probably become separated from mum too 
early and wasn’t coping on its own.  This does 
happen and then they can appear in strange 
places, such as sheds, garages, etc.  Normally 
all that is needed is to bring them back to full 
health and weight, keep them until they are the 
usual age to leave their mother and then 
release them once more.  The Kylerhea otter is 
doing very well and hopefully he can go back 
there soon.  Here he is peeking under the door 
to check out his fish delivery. 

 
To update you on the new facilities, the building is on order and contractors are about to 
prepare the foundations.  So we are on the way. 
 
If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque 
marked "Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 

 
Taiwan Workshop 
As mentioned in last month’s e-update, Paul and Grace Yoxon were invited to Taiwan 
for a workshop on “Conservation and Re-introduction of the Eurasian Otter in Taiwan”, 
which was held from 23-27 July.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Most people came from Asia including Singapore, Abu Dhabi, China, South Korea and 
Japan, but speakers also came from the Netherlands, Germany, Poland and of course 
Scotland.  
 
The aim was to look at factors affecting Taiwan’s otters, ways of conserving the existing 
population and to investigate the possibility of re-introducing the species.  It is not 
known if otters are still present on mainland Taiwan and so they have started a project 
to investigate this. However they are on the island of Kinmen and DNA work has been 
done to look into the population. We therefore started the workshop at Taipei Zoo on the 
main island of Taiwan and then flew to Kinmen for fieldwork. 

 
©Liwei Chung 
 

Kylerhea 
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Kinmen County is actually a group of islands and the nearest is only about 2km from the 
Chinese mainland, but 300 km from the main island of Taiwan.  It has therefore played 
a pivotal role in Chinese history and there is a lot of evidence of the various battles 
which took place.  The National Park is largely to do with the military history and has 
displays of tanks, watch towers and reconstructed gun emplacements.  In some places 
the watch towers have been converted into birdwatching viewpoints and at one of these 
we spotted bee-eaters and a hoopoe. 
 

      
 

Even now there are political issues between 
Taiwan and China, and Kinmen is very much a 
part of it so there is still a military presence. 
 
On Greater Kinmen they are looking into the 
possibility of setting up an Otter Rescue and 
Education Centre.  At the moment any otter cubs found have to be flown for care at 
Taipei Zoo.  So Grace gave a presentation on how we care for our otters on Skye.  The 
Education Centre would show local people, and the many visitors to the island, the 
importance of otters in the environment.  However, it is important that the animals are 
kept away from the public so that they can be released.  We visited various possible 
sites for this facility – as is always the case there were advantages and disadvantages 
for each. 
 
It is clearly important to protect the otters in their wild environment.  Although Kinmen is 
1/10 the size of Skye it has about 120,000 people, compared with about 10,000 people 
on Skye.  However, it doesn’t have that sense of dense human population that we see 
in images of cities like Tokyo and Hong Kong.  Saying that, Hong Kong itself still has a 
wild area, the Mai Po Nature Reserve, which has a great number of species including 
thousands of birds, bats, frogs, leopard cats – and the Eurasian otter. 
 
If we are to protect otter habitat we have to know what factors are important to otters.  
We all know that the water and land must be clean and undisturbed, but Paul’s PhD 
showed that otters hunting in coastal environments also rely on freshwater pools to 
remove the salt from their fur.  This is vital to keep the fur in good condition to keep 
them warm.  This is clearly relevant to the otters of Kinmen and so Paul told them about 
the environmental variables affecting the presence or absence of coastal otters. 
 
During our field sessions we found spraint in many of the usual places – under bridges, 
etc.  But the best spraint site was on an empty pizza box – the otter seemed to be 
saying “you leave your waste, and I’ll leave mine”!! 

http://www.otter.org/
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As in so many places, one of the biggest 
problems effecting Kinmen otters is road deaths.  
They have been testing the use of road signs but 
unfortunately these have been found not to be 
very effective.  In fact they even had a photo of a 
dead otter beside one of the warning signs.  
They have also tried wildlife warning reflectors, 
but there is a lot of traffic and these are not really 
successful in such circumstances.  Instead the 
otters need to be kept off the roads by otter-proof 
fencing, tunnels, etc. 

 
A major problem is water and construction. There are a number of lakes with plenty of 
prey but there is also a lot of new construction.  The island has about 1.5 million tourists 
a year and such development can easily lead to water shortages. Some of the 
waterways connecting the lakes are choked with water hyacinth which is another 
problem. 
 
An important part of the workshop was meeting with local people, including 
representatives of Kinmen NGOs.  It is vital for any conservation project that it works 
with the local people and organisations so their input is essential.   
 
The workshop was supported by Taipei Zoo, the Forestry Bureau of Taiwan, Kinmen 
National Park and Kinmen County Government.  We were joined at some of the 
sessions by members of these organisations and were also able to meet with Wu 
Chengdian, deputy magistrate of Kinmen County.  It is encouraging to see the level of 
support for the proposals for otter conservation, as this will be essential to make them a 
reality. 
 
After our return we received a message from Taiwan:  “Kinmen County Government 
would like to extend its sincere gratitude to the experts that came to Kinmen Island to 
participate the International Conference on Eurasian Otter Conservation and Re-

introduction at the Taipei Zoo 臺北市立動物園. With your help, the otters on Kinmen 

island are able to breed continuously and survive well." 
 
We were very grateful for the opportunity to take part in this workshop and look forward 
to working more with our new friends in Taiwan. 
 
 
 

Gift Aid is a simple way to increase the value of your gift to IOSF - at no extra 
cost to you. If you pay tax in the UK, IOSF can reclaim the basic rate tax (25%) 
on your gift. So, if you donate £10, it is worth £12.50 to IOSF. 
  
It is a simple process to sign up to Gift Aid - all you have to do is make a Gift 

Aid declaration. If you are donating online, just select the “Yes” option on the Gift Aid box on the donation 
form.   Alternatively you can download and print out the Gift Aid Declaration on page 13 of our 
Fundraising Pack which can be found at:  
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf 
 
Or, contact us on 01471 822487 and we will send you a form through the post. 

 
 

 

© Max Khoo De Yuan 
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Vic Simpson Obituary 
We recently heard of the sad death of one of our great friends, Vic 
Simpson.  Vic was a veterinary pathologist who carried out over 700 
post mortems on otters and many other wildlife species in the UK. 
 
His attention to detail was incredible and as a result he identified 
many causes of death which otherwise would have been 
overlooked.  This included the rare Tyzzer’s disease, which was the 
first record in an otter, and indeed in a wild animal in Britain.  
 

Vic’s work was recognised by the Wildlife Disease Association who presented him with 
their Emeritus Award.  He also received the British Veterinary Association prestigious 
Dalrymple-Champneys Cup and Medal. 
 
When Vic “retired” in 2001 he set up his own Wildlife Veterinary Investigation Centre – 
the first of its kind in Britain.  He worked closely with the Cornwall Wildlife Trust and we 
were delighted when Kate Hills from the Trust nominated Vic for the Special Award in 
our Otter Oscars last year.  We couldn’t think of a more worthy winner. 
 
Vic was not only so knowledgeable about pathology but he was very generous with his 
time and patience.  He trained many others to carry on the work and produced a DVD 
showing his methodology for post mortem work.  We have sent this to vets working 
overseas, including to a pathologist working in Singapore, who we met recently in 
Taiwan.  After he received it he sent the following email:  “Thank you so much!! I have 
received the CD. It’s so good. I will work on it to improve my otter post mortem SOP 
(Standard Operating Procedure)!  Many thanks.  Dr. Chia-Da Hsu, Senior Veterinary 
Pathologist, Dipl ACCM, Conservation, Research and Veterinary Services, Wildlife 
Reserves Singapore” 
 

Vic was always there for us.  He had stopped doing otter post mortems himself but 
whenever there was a question I needed answering I knew who to ask.  I recently 
contacted him about hydrocephalus in otters as he had diagnosed it in two of our cubs.  
Even though he was ill he phoned me to talk about it and help.  Typical Vic. 
 
We were fortunate to have him at our two conferences on Skye in 2000 and 2003 and 
he saw his first live wild otter during the first visit.  He also visited us with his wife, Jane, 
who was his assistant in his work. Both of them were such good company. 
 
When Jane phoned to tell us the sad news we talked about the impact he had on so 
many people and she told me that one of his trainees had told her “there are loads of 
wildlife fledglings thanks to him”.  We can’t think of a better tribute to Vic than the 
thought of all these people worldwide carrying on his work.  Many of them never knew 
the man that we did, but his work will continue to help otters and other wildlife 
conservation. 
 
We will miss Vic both as an advisor and as a friend. 

 
The Downside of GDPR 
We obviously recognise that it is vitally important that people’s privacy is protected so 
that they don’t receive unwanted emails, phone calls, letters, etc.  This is why we have 
always treated your personal data with the utmost respect. 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/


www.otter.org                                                                                                                           IOSF Otter News No. 92, August 2018 
www.loveotters.org 

 

6 of 14                                                                          

                                                                                               

British Animal Honours 2013 
Wildlife Conservation 

Award Winner 
IFAW Animal Action 
Award Winner 2012 

Become an IOSF Life Supporter 
Our supporters are always valued by us as a crucial source of support for the work that we are doing, and 
those of you that become life supporters are highly appreciated. 
 
For a one-off payment of £350 you can become a Life Supporter and give your long-term commitment to 
help secure a better future for otters in the UK and around the world. 
 
We will send you a certificate showing your life supporter status and you will continue to receive full updates 
in our newsletters, on all of the work that we are doing. 
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/become-a-life-supporter-c2x9466694 

 

However, the new regulations seem to have made no difference whatsoever to the 
number of junk calls and emails we are receiving. 
 
In fact it has had a negative effect.  We always try to keep up to date with all matters to 
do with otters worldwide, but now when we try to follow up an otter story in USA we 
can’t access the page.  Instead we receive a message along the lines of the following: 
 
“451: Unavailable due to legal reasons 
We recognize you are attempting to access this website from a country belonging to the 
European Economic Area (EEA) including the EU which enforces the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) and therefore access cannot be granted at this time. For 
any issues, contact digital@newsminer.com or call 907-456-6661.” 
 
This particular case was when we were trying to find out some more information about a 
new book on sea otters! 
 
This is very frustrating for us and we are trying to find out what we can do.  However, in 
the meantime we would ask anyone in USA who finds an article on otters to copy the 
article and send it to us at enquiries@otter.org with the appropriate link.  Although we 
can’t access it ourselves, others can and we need to give the credit. 
 
Thanks. 

 
Team Otter 

Kids, it's time to get out your pen, paper, crayons and paints and get arty! 
IOSF has launched its children's artwork competition for 2018. This gives 
you the chance to send in your drawings, paintings, poems and anything 
ottery for a chance to win. Prizes to be confirmed. 
 
Entries are already coming in so send yours, along with name, age, 

address and email address to: 
Ben Yoxon 
7 Black Park 
Broadford 
Isle of Skye 
IV49 9DE 
UK 

Alternatively, you can send a scanned version of your entry to ben@otter.org   
Competition closes Monday 15th October 
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More Signs of Otters in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
We have just had an email from Rita Chapman in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  
Most of you will remember how she and her husband Glen reared Mazu, the Congo 
clawless otter, and how she became an ambassador for otters in the area.  Mazu 
eventually returned to the wild but since then they have cared for more otters at their 
Kikongo Otter Sanctuary.  They also do a lot of work with their boys club who have been 
busy with restoring the habitat and helping in the community with practical work.  Rita 
told us that next week they will start bee keeping. 
 
Ever since the beginning when Mazu was a tiny cub, Rita and Glen have been helped 
by two wonderful local men, Delphin and Sico.  When we held our training workshop in 
Tanzania in 2015, Rita, Delphin and Sico came to speak about their work with the otters 
and within their community.  Delphin and Sico are not scientists but they are devoted to 
conservation, not just of otters but all wildlife, and they are an inspiration in the way they 
work with their own community to help them to understand the impact they are having 
on their own area and its wildlife.  
 

 
 

Through the generosity of IOSF members we were able to send over some cameras to 
record the work in Kikongo and any signs of otters which they come across.  Here is 
Rita’s latest news: 
 
“We see many more Congo clawless otter tracks than we ever do spotted-necked otter 
tracks, so we were pretty pleased to catch these tracks on Delphin's camera today. (He 
forgot it yesterday, so had to make another trip back to take these today.) By the way, 
the pictures were taken on one of the cameras IOSF sent for our guys to use.” 
 
It is great to receive such records and we are very grateful to Delphin for going back 
especially to get these photos. 
 

        
 

©Rita & Glen Chapman 
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Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 

Where all profits go to help otters     www.ottershop.co.uk  
Reusable coffee cup 
There are half a trillion disposable coffee cups produced globally each 
year of which around 99.75% are NOT recycled with the majority of 
these entering landfill and waste management areas.  
 
IOSF's new reusable and travel friendly coffee mugs are now available. 
These are fully recyclable, dish-waver and microwave friendly. They 
are light and durable and are decorated with artwork showing the otter 
species of the world, by Mike Matthews from A Call for Nature. 

 
Each time you buy a coffee in a non-reusable cup you have to pay extra, so when you 
use your special IOSF cup you will soon get your money back.  You will also have the 
pleasure of knowing that each time you have a coffee you are helping the otters. 
 

Get yours now at https://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSCCatalog.asp?CatID=1563127  
(“At Home” section). 

 
Kelp Dredging – a Serious Threat to Otters 
This is a map of the area where Marine Biopolymers 
have applied for a licence to dredge for kelp off the 
west coast of Scotland. It is also a map of some of the 
best areas for Eurasian otters and is an area of 
outstanding beauty with outstanding marine 
biodiversity.  
 
The plan is to use industrial machinery which will rip 
up the kelp by the holdfast, totally destroying it. In the 
past kelp harvesting was small scale and it was cut by 
hand, leaving the holdfast to regrow.  This had 
minimal effect on the ecosystem but the same cannot 
be said about the new proposals.  These will have a 
devastating effect on so much marine life - invertebrates, fish, and all the way up the 
food chain to seabirds, seals and otters.  To give you some idea of the diversity of this 
habitat, in Norway a study of the life associated with the seaweed they plan to harvest 
(Laminaria hyperborea), found a total of 238 species with an average of 8000 
individuals per plant, and a maximum of 80,000 individuals on one plant!  
 
There are other associated environmental impact problems as follows: 
1. The kelp acts to absorb carbon in the same way as the rainforest.   Removing the 

kelp through dredging will almost certainly take away a very valuable climate change 
ally, create a catastrophic loss of habitat and effectively will result in the loss of a 
carbon sink.   

2. Kelp also helps to dissipate wave energy and thus reduce coastal erosion and further 
habitat destruction.  

  
Looking at the legal situation:   

 Under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Amendment (Scotland) Regulations 
2007 Section 39 (1) (b) (v) it is an offence "to disturb such an animal in a manner that 
is, or in circumstances which are, likely to significantly affect the local distribution or 
abundance of the species to which it belongs".   The otter is included in this list and it 

http://www.otter.org/
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Corporate Membership 
Whether you own a business or are employed, does the company have a green policy/ supports 
conservation?  Then perhaps the company would like to consider becoming a Corporate Member with IOSF 
and supporting our work with otters. 
 
You can find out more information on our website http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_CorporateSponsorship.aspx 
 

clearly will significantly affect the local distribution or abundance if the feeding area is 
completely removed.  

 Under Article 10 of the Habitats Directive member states are required “to encourage 
the management of landscape features of major importance”.  This is not sustainable 
management and will have far-reaching consequences on many forms of marine life. 

 
This is a pre-planning application and comments had to be in by 24 August – of course 
IOSF has sent a comment strongly opposing the application alongside many of our 
partners, campaigners, stakeholders, environmental organisations and marine biologists 
across the UK.   There has already been extensive media coverage about the issue and 
nationwide opposition, therefore, given the scientific, environmental and biodiversity 
concerns over this process, we hope this pre-application will be rejected at this early 
stage.   
 
However, the response from Scottish Natural Heritage has not been very helpful 
(https://www.nature.scot/marine-biopolymers-ltd-mechanical-kelp-harvesting-west-
coast-scotland-scoping-report-snh-comments).  Basically they have been looking at the 
issue for six years with the company and they are merely suggesting they “re-scope” to 
reduce the scale of production. 
 
You can follow this issue on https://www.facebook.com/nokelpdredging 

 
Happy Birthday Wolfgang 

Many of you will remember the lovely little Asian 
small-clawed otter Nemo, who used to accompany 
Wolfgang Gettmann on many of his talks on otters 
– he was a great ambassador for otters and sadly 
died in February. 
 

Wolfgang now has a new friend in Basko a nine-
month old Hovawarts – a gorgeous dog. 
 

Wolfgang has always been a great supporter of 
IOSF and has raised a lot of money for our 
conservation work as a result of his talks.  He will 

celebrate his 70th birthday on 30 September and instead of birthday presents he is 
asking for donations to go to IOSF.  We wish you a very happy birthday Wolfgang. 
 

Wolfgang’s next talk will be at 7pm on 6 November at the Pfalzmuseum für Naturkunde, 
Bad Durkheim, Germany, when he will speak about "Otters and their signs". 
 

We wish you a very happy birthday, Wolfgang, and thank you for your loyal support for 
the otters. 
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Smooth-coated Otter Protected in Indonesia 
In 2013 we held a training workshop in Indonesia and we 
were asked by the Ministry of Forestry to provide 
recommendations and priorities for further work.  The 
Ministry is responsible for all conservation work in 
Indonesia, including for otters, and they were very 
supportive of the workshop.  The workshop participants 
drew up these recommendations which were then given 
to Bupak Agus Sutito, from the Ministry of Forestry, by 
Paul and Grace. 
 
These recommendations included a number of actions but 
one important one was to get legal protection for all four 
species of otter found in Indonesia.  At that time only the 
hairy-nosed and Eurasian otters were protected by law 
and there was no protection for either the smooth-coated 
or Asian small-clawed otter.  Now the law has been changed to include the smooth-
coated otter which is a great step forward.   
 
However, we still need protection for the Asian small-clawed otters as they are the 
species most at risk from the pet trade. 

 
 

Legacy 
A legacy is a great way of giving to something close to your heart and every gift will make a difference.  
Have you ever thought of leaving something in your will to charity?  Please consider remembering the 
International Otter Survival Fund in your will and help our work, protecting otters, to continue. 
 
Including a legacy in your will ensures that your wishes are carried out, so it is important to discuss this with 
your solicitor.  You can stipulate a specific restriction for its use, but  remember that without restriction your 
legacy can be directed to where it is required most urgently. 
 
Should you choose to provide a legacy for the International Otter Survival Fund in your will, we thank you 
and appreciate your support in this way. 
 
This link http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_Legacy.aspx will take you to our dedicated webpage concerning making 
a Legacy. 
 
 

Demand For Pet Otters Grows in Japan 
Only a few months ago we were bringing you the great news of the Eurasian otter that 
had been found in Japan. While studies still continue on this discovery, a darker, far 
more negative side has developed from Japan’s love of otters. 
 

‘Otter cafes’ are opening in many places and they allow people to interact with playful, 
tamed Asian short-clawed otters.  And a recent article in the Japan Times described 
how two penguins and an otter were taken on to a train from central Tokyo to a station 
southwest of the capital.  The reason - to mark the 50th anniversary of Keikyu 
Aburatsubo Marine Park in Miura, Kanagawa Prefecture!  There were about 120 
passengers on board the train and a staff member held the otter while people took their 
photos.  At the same time another member of staff pulled a trolley made to look like a 
train which contained two penguins!  Absolutely ridiculous and totally irresponsible. 

http://www.otter.org/
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Photos by Yumiko Okamato 

 

All of this just fuels the pet trade and we have started to see a spike in demand for pets 
within the country. According to a report by TRAFFIC (In Plane Sight, 2018), 59 live 
otters were intercepted by authorities from 2015-2017.  35 of these were seized in 
Bangkok and of these 32 were bound for Japan, as the Bangkok-Japan route is the 
most prominent repeat route for trade. The growing demand for pet otters in Japan, 
coupled with their existing popularity in Indonesia, has meant that the pet trade has 
become a major concern with regard to otter conservation. 
 
Of course we fully appreciate that otters are incredibly cute, playful and charming but 
what needs to be understood is that they are wild animals. Otters are not meant to be 
pets, they are meant to live among one another, in the wild. They deserve to live the life 
they were born into.  
 
We strongly urge you to raise awareness of this deepening crisis for otters. 
 
IOSF will also continue to work to combat all trade in otters – for fur, pet and “traditional” 
medicine. 
https://nextshark.com/dark-side-japan-otters-obsession-pets/  
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2018/09/02/national/penguins-otter-travel-
passengers-aboard-train-tokyo-mark-marine-parks-anniversary/#.W40ImVRKi1s  

 
Illegal Incidents in UK 

We were recently contacted by a lady in the Northwest Highlands who had been 
shocked to find the headless body of an otter lying on the beach at Oldshoremore, near 
Kinlochbervie, on the west coast of Scotland.  
  
We reported this to the police using the “101” number and asked for the relevant Wildlife 
Crime Liaison Officer to be informed.  PC Mitchell went out to the scene, but the corpse 
was not to be found, so it could not be proved that a crime had been committed.  
However, the police are aware of it and will now be keeping an eye on that area in case 
of any more incidents involving the local wildlife. 
 
Following on from this we have found more cases of illegal activities in the UK affecting 
otters: 
 

Otter dies in illegal fishing net:  An otter was found dead in an illegal net at Loe Pool, 
near Porthleven in Cornwall.  The pool is part of the National Trust’s Penrose Estate  
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where fishing is banned.  It appears that whoever placed the net has tried to hide the 
evidence, knowing that they were acting illegally.  The incident is being investigated by 
the Police Wildlife Officer. 
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-cornwall-45382567 
 
Man sentenced for selling an otter:  A Bristol man, Jacek Oleksiak, was found guilty 
of selling four goshawks, a common buzzard, a sparrowhawk, three Eurasian eagle 
owls and a Eurasian otter, prohibited by the Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
Act.  He must carry out 100 hours of work unpaid and must pay a surcharge of £85 and 
costs of £85. The animals have been forfeited. 
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/selling-otter-cooking-pizza-bristols-
1922213 
 
Otter dies in discarded fishing gear:  An otter was found dead in Aviemore, Scotland, 
in what appeared to be old fishing gear. It is absolutely imperative that when you are out 
in the countryside that you make sure that you clean up after yourself. Discarded 
rubbish can be harmful, even fatal, to wildlife, as this otter has unfortunately found out. 
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-45143268   

 
News in Brief 
River otters in South Dakota 
A small population of North American river 
otters has been slowly growing since the 1990s.  
They were thought to be extinct but the 
Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe reintroduced 35 
otters in 1998 and 1999 and otters were also 
present across the state border in Minnesota.  
Although they are not in large numbers they can 
now be found in the eastern part of South 
Dakota. 
 
Otters in South Dakota are legally protected as a State Threatened Species and so they 
cannot be trapped.  Trappers have to take all possible steps to avoid any incidental 
catches and if this does occur it has to be reported to Game Fish and Parks (GFP). 
 
GFP have drawn up criteria necessary to allow otters to be removed from the State 
Threatened Species list and are monitoring the situation.  A lot of sightings have come 
from the public but these all have to be verified as real otter records.  GFP are asking 
people to report any sightings and more information can be found at 
https://gfp.sd.gov/threatened-endangered/  
https://www.thepublicopinion.com/sports/outdoors/south-dakota-river-
otters/article_39da8c46-70fc-5bd6-9e84-74404b6fceab.html  
 

Otters making a comeback in Chicago 
By the late 1800s, North American river otters were almost wiped out of Illinois. At that 
time only two otter populations remained and in 1994 the Illinois State government 
began a reintroduction campaign that would eventually become a success. Due to 
improved water quality otters are now found in every county in Illinois, including Cook 
County, which is home to USA’s 3rd largest city, Chicago.  
 
As we have mentioned on many occasions the presence of the otter is great for all co-
existing species, including ourselves. It is believed that the otters are eating the Asian 
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carp within the area, which is an invasive species. This is also good news as it is 
believed that the Asian carp accumulates fewer toxins than other fish and therefore this 
isn’t being passed on to otter. The otters around Chicago have also been seen eating 
other unusual items such as roadkill.  
https://www.earth.com/news/otters-chicago-illinois-comeback/ 
 

Sea otter range expanding? 
As we have discussed before, the range of 
sea otters has been greatly reduced from 
what it once was. The plight of the sea otter 
was also a disaster for the kelp forest of 
North American coasts. Sea otters control 
shellfish and sea urchin populations and 
their loss meant an increase in shellfish 
eating kelp and left much of the coast 
barren.  
 
Many scientists believed that it had become 

almost impossible for sea otters to return to their previous range but conservation efforts 
have been rewarded by the animals once again returning to areas where they have 
been absent for many years. 
 
The Salish Sea, sandwiched between mainland Washington state, USA and Vancouver 
Island, Canada has had its third sea otter sighting of the year. One otter, nick-named 
Olly, has been frequenting the area at Race Rocks, off Vancouver Island, since 2015 
but the other two are new to the area. It is too early to say that they are definitely 
returning to the area, but it is certainly encouraging.  
https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/rare-sighting-of-sea-otter-on-sunday-near-port-
angeles/791366065  
 

Otters in India 
Gopakumar Menon and a few colleagues have made it their mission to protect otters 
across the Cauvery region. Inspired by viewing otters in the Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary, 
they set out to carry out research along the river. Menon set up the The Nityata 
Foundation which later became the Nityata River Otter Conservancy. 
 
Their findings suggested that whereas poaching had become less of a problem, 
conflicts with mankind, in particular fishermen, were threatening the otters. They set out 
to raise awareness of the benefits of otters and how they can help protect them, 
including a video showing the problems with dynamite fishing. 
 
The Nityata River Otter Conservancy is a great showcase of what can be done to help 
otters and how a few caring people can achieve so much. They continue to do great 
work to protect otters within their area. 
http://www.newindianexpress.com/magazine/2018/aug/05/the-stand-of-the-vanishing-
otter-1852320.html  

 
Events 
Sea Otter Awareness Week  
This is held each year in the last week in September to draw attention to sea otter 
conservation. 
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Visit our website to find out what might be happening in the otter world near you. 
http://otter.org/Public/Events.aspx 

 
Thanks to... 
Carol Bennetto, who recently braved the heat and attended 
an event to raise awareness and funds for IOSF at the Vale 
Wildlife Centre.  Also, to everyone who has made a donation, 
large or small - every penny counts. 
 
We are also grateful for support received from The Late Mrs 
Margaret Guido’s Charitable Trust, Sea Life Weymouth, The 
Scottish Deer Centre and The Pollyanna Pickering 
Foundation. 
 

 
All photos are © to the name/s as indicated, otherwise ©IOSF 

 
 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
 
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries: Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family:  £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family:  £40.00 per year 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 

 

If you are reading this for the first time and 
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click 
here to sign up.   Please be assured that we 
will never pass on your details to any other 
party and you will only ever receive emails 
from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 
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