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IOSF Invited To Taiwan Workshop 
Paul and Grace Yoxon, from IOSF, have been invited to a workshop on Eurasian otters 
to be held in Taiwan from 23-27 
July.  The conference is being 
hosted by Taipei Zoo and will 
cover topics such as 
conservation, education, 
reintroductions, rescue and 
rehabilitation.  
 
Eurasian otters are present on 
Kinmen Island, off Taiwan, and 
three days will be spent there to 
enable field visits to look at 
habitat and see the 
conservation work being carried 
out.  It may even be possible to spot otters on Tai Lake. 
 
Paul and Grace will report back in next month’s e-update. 

 
News from the Sanctuary  
All change again at the sanctuary.  Like most of the UK it has been very dry here and 
we have been using the hose to keep the pools topped up in the nursery pens.  Some of 
you will have seen the video of Beatha playing with the water jet on YouTube 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qO7NEBre_V8)   

 
Beatha and Aeris (photo below) have now been moved to the croft and enjoy the bigger 

space this offers. 
   
At first they were a bit 
apprehensive about their new 
surroundings but that didn’t 
last long and they soon set out 
to explore every corner.  Later 
in the afternoon, when we 
checked, they were both 
playing in the pool.  The next 
morning they were nowhere to 
be seen and, although they 
had clearly been in the 
sleeping box, they had chosen 

instead to sleep in their own “den” in the long grass.  The next morning they had moved 
again and were sound asleep in another grassy spot when we first arrived.  Not 
impressed by the disturbance, Beatha gave a long yawn and eventually came out for a 
fish.  It is good to see how much harder it is to catch sight of them and how secretive 
they have become. 

Otter News No. 91,  
July 2018 

 

Join our IOSF mailing list and receive our newsletters - 
Click on this link: http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qO7NEBre_V8
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx


www.otter.org                                                                                                                           IOSF Otter News No. 91, July 2018 
www.loveotters.org 

 

2 of 9                                                                          

                                                                                               

British Animal Honours 2013 
Wildlife Conservation 

Award Winner 
IFAW Animal Action 
Award Winner 2012 

Mel exploring his new pen 

“Do not disturb”...  Beatha yawning 
Mel has also been moved into a bigger pen.  
He was always the shy one but over the last 
few days we had found him outside more 
often so clearly he also needed a change.  
His move also went well and the next 
morning we found him curled up in the hay 
in his new sleeping box – still not pleased to 
see us!   

 
Uisge is still fiercely independent and 
it will not be too long now until he is 
ready for release. 
 
 

 
We always try to feed our otters as natural a diet as possible so when a local prawn 
fisherman offered us octopus we gratefully said “Yes”.  In the wild otters will prey on 
them and at the moment there seems to be an increase in the numbers of octopus.  
Apparently there has been a lot of wrasse fishing in the area and as wrasse eat octopus 
eggs this suggests there are now more of them.  This doesn’t please the prawn 
fishermen though, as when they pull up their creels they just find an octopus and bits of 
broken prawn.  So the fishermen are happy to give them to us and the otters are happy 
to eat them – unfortunately it is the octopus which loses out. 
 

 
 
Regarding our new facilities, we are just waiting for planning permission to be finalised 
and then things will get moving.  A local builder is going to help and we just hope the 
weather holds out until we get the building up. 
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If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque 
marked "Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 
 
 

Gift Aid is a simple way to increase the value of your gift to IOSF - at no extra 
cost to you. If you pay tax in the UK, IOSF can reclaim the basic rate tax (25%) 
on your gift. So, if you donate £10, it is worth £12.50 to IOSF. 
  
It is a simple process to sign up to Gift Aid - all you have to do is make a Gift 

Aid declaration. If you are donating online, just select the “Yes” option on the Gift Aid box on the donation 
form.   Alternatively you can download and print out the Gift Aid Declaration on page 13 of our 
Fundraising Pack which can be found at:  
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf 
 
Or, contact us on 01471 822487 and we will send you a form through the post. 

 
 

 
Team Otter 
Let's link the world of otters.  

 
IOSF's new TEAM OTTER Facebook group is dedicated to children. 
Parents, children, schools and groups can join and share what they are 
doing, learning and how they are engaging with otters.  

 
Post your drawings, ask questions about otters and much more. If you are planning an 
event, a talk, a class talk, share it here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/237768600167675/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Southern Sea Otters  
Almost a century ago sea otters were hunted to the brink of extinction. The Southern 
Sea Otter population was decimated and it was believed that only around 50 remained 
in the wild. A huge conservation effort brought about a revival to the populations but the 
recovery has begun to plateau. Populations are now believed to be about 3,000 but they 
are living in a fraction of their previous range, which extended up the Pacific coast. 
 
The reason that the otters do not appear to be able to expand to their former range is 
largely because of what happened when they were almost wiped out in the first place. 
Sea Otters control sea urchin populations and their demise meant that sea urchins 
could eat all the kelp. As a result, much of the Pacific coast now has barren underwater 
beds that used to have such great biodiversity. Otters rely on kelp forests for protection 
from predators and as a nursery for cubs.  
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A raft of sea otters   ©Tabea Lanz 

The Eurasian otter      
©Emil Barbelette 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Experts are currently trying to work out how to increase the range of the otters and help 
their populations continue to grow.    
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/05/180501193521.htm 
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2018/05/17/sea-otters-struggle-california-coast/ 

 
But in Elkhorn Slough, the otters are helping to restore the habitat themselves. Elkhorn 
Slough is the second largest tidal salt marsh in California and in the early 2000s was a 
barren land with very little thriving upon it. That was, until the otters returned.  
 
The absence of Sea Otters meant that crabs were thriving, sea slug numbers were low 
and there was a lot of algae which killed the eelgrass. A small number of transient otters 
were in the area and Monterey Bay decided it was a good place for releasing rescued 
animals.  Numbers have increased and they are now controlling crab populations, 
allowing sea slugs and eelgrass to recover and restore a balanced ecosystem.   
 
Hopefully this recovery will take place in other areas so that they can extend their range 
once more. 
https://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/animals/stories/sea-otters-are-helping-save-their-own-habitat 

 
Austrian Cull Update 
After months of campaigning against the otter cull in Lower Austria, the notice to allow 
the killing of 40 otters has been lifted. The Lower Austrian Government had decided to 
permit 40 individuals to be killed within the region and, only five days before the end of 
the legal cull, it has now been reversed. The delay in the decision meant that 20 otters 
were wrongfully killed within the area. 

IOSF has been in 
correspondence with the Lower 
Austrian Government directly 
and also with Christina Wolf-
Petre of the World Wildlife 
Foundation (WWF) who have 
campaigned to end the cull. 
The permit was reversed due to 
the fact that the preliminary 
investigation by the authority 
was clearly flawed. 
 
WWF has encountered endless 

bureaucracy as they attempted to overturn the notice. They were eventually given the 
status of “acknowledged party” which allowed them to contest the cull. Furthermore, this 
has strengthened their position in future and will ensure that future decisions and 
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© Bruce McLennan 

 

Become an IOSF Life Supporter 
Our supporters are always valued by us as a crucial source of support for the work that 
we are doing, and those of you that become life supporters are highly appreciated. 
 
For a one-off payment of £350 you can become a Life Supporter and give your long-
term commitment to help secure a better future for otters in the UK and around the 
world. 
 
We will send you a certificate showing your life supporter status and you will continue to 
receive full updates in our newsletters, on all of the work that we are doing. 
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/become-a-life-supporter-c2x9466694 

 

notices will be much more difficult to legalise.  
 
The cull was originally proposed by fish farmers and river anglers who were concerned 
by the amount of fish that were being taken from lakes and rivers. It is interesting 
though that all 20 otters were culled by the association of pond owners and not a single 
one was reported along rivers. 
https://www.vol.at/bescheid-zur-otter-toetung-in-noe-nach- beschwerden-aufgehoben/5851014 
(Link is to article in German) 
 

More Otter Sightings in Iraq 
We recently had another email from Bruce McLennan who with his friend, Bob Zook, 
took the first ever photos of Eurasian otters in northern Iraq (OTTER NEWS 73 
February 2017).  He had another exciting encounter to tell us about: 
 
“On 4 June 2018, I was driving along the Tigris River, south of Mosul Dam, when I saw 
a splash. I stopped and waited for a minute, and this little otter came onto the shore. 
The otter only stayed in this position for a few seconds and then re-entered the water 
and was not seen again. 
 
There was also a second sighting on 6 June 2018, by another worker. On this occasion 

the otter was seen crossing a road, 
leading from the Tigris River, it climbed 
up the dam wall rocks, traversed over 
the top of the dam wall road and then 
went down the rock wall into the dam. 
The photo is where the otter was seen 
running across the road, from left to 
right, it run up the dam wall, and over 
the top, presumably into the dam 
water.” 
 
 
                                                                     
Great news.  Thanks Bruce 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
News in Brief 

 

North American River Otter populations improving in Sonoma 
Heavy pollution didn’t completely wipe out the otters in Sonoma County, California, but 
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Smooth-coated otter  ©Atul Borker 

it certainly led to depletion in the area. However, as a result of improved water quality 
and habitat restoration the population is recovering. The return of a healthy otter 
population is good for all species and ensures that a balance is once again being 
restored to the ecosystem.  
http://www.pressdemocrat.com/news/8385938-181/river-otters-populations-rebounding-
in?artslide=1  

 
Otters returning to Gujarat, India, too 

As with the North American river otters in 
California, the return of smooth-coated otters 
to Gujarat, India, can only be a positive thing 
as they indicate the environment is improving. 
It was believed that smooth-coated otters were 
on the verge of a localised extinction in the 
Gujarat province but in the last three years 
they have been seen in five different areas. 
After a period of about 10 years without a 
sighting it is welcome news to have 27 
sightings of the species within a 3 year period. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/vadodara/threatened-otters-make-a-comeback-in-
gujarat/articleshow/64441403.cms 

 
Drugs entering animal kingdom 
Recreational drug use is not only a problem within our society but it is also becoming a 
problem for nature. Waterways across Europe are now contaminated with a number of 
different drugs that have come through sewage systems.  
 
The University of Naples Federico II conducted a study on the impact of drugs on eels 
using the same dosage that is currently in our waters. At first the eels were hyperactive 
and showed severe injuries including muscle breakdown and swelling which had not 
resolved itself after 10 days removal from the contaminated waters.  
 
European eels are on the Red List and young eels returning to the continent have 
reduced by around 90% since the 1980s. Anna Capaldo, a research biologist and lead 
author of the study, states “It is likely that in this condition, the reproduction of the eels 
could be impaired. All the main functions of these animals could be altered.” 
 
Obviously, the impact this is having on eels is being felt higher up the food chain. Being 
one of the otter’s favourite prey items this will be affecting the health of otters in 
waterways with high drug levels. Whether it is the reduction in the number of eels or the 
drug-contamination, or both, this issue is sure to be felt across the ecosystem.  
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/european-eels-cocaine-contamination-river-thames-
research-a8408926.html 

 
Baby River Otter in danger from human pollution  
Too often we are reminded of the devastating impact we are having on the earth. The 
plastics and pollution problems we are currently facing are not going to go away until we 
change.  
 

In Manitoba, Canada, a young North American river otter was found with plastic 
wrapped around its neck. Conservation organisations are attempting to catch and help 
the cub but as yet they haven’t managed to do so.  
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©Jani Witoski 
This picture (right) just goes to 
show what a massive impact we 
can have on wildlife. It is absolutely 
essential that we understand the 
role we are playing in the 
environment. We can’t afford to 
keep discarding our waste so 
carelessly and we need to 
understand the effect this is having. 
 
The only positive outcome that can 
come from this case is that we have 
a better understanding of what we 
need to change. We don’t want to 
see pictures like this again!  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/baby-otter-manitoba-1.4732836 

 
Smooth-coated otter chased by dogs finds refuge in toilet 
A smooth-coated otter chased by dogs in Surat, India, managed to find safety in a 
restroom inside a house. This article emphasises the importance of controlling our pets 
and shows what they can do to harm other animals.  
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/surat/otter-chased-by-dogs-finds-refuge-in-bathroom-at-
pal/articleshow/64900803.cms 

 
More on pollution in rivers  
Woodland Park Zoo (Seattle) is currently using otter spraint to determine pollution levels 
within waterways. The samples are mainly being extracted from two rivers within 
Washington State - Green River and Duwamish River. Michelle Wainstein, field 
conservation associate at the Woodland Park Zoo, stated there were “surprisingly high 
levels of contaminants” and the further you go from large cities such as Seattle, the less 
contaminants there were. 
https://www.maplevalleyreporter.com/life/otters-have-the-inside-scoop/ 

 
Slippery dinner 
This video of a North American river otter trying to tackle an eel shows that it appears to 
have bitten of more than he can chew! 
https://theswellesleyreport.com/2018/06/wellesley-wild-kingdom-otter-vs-eel/ 
 
 

Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 

Where all profits go to help otters     www.ottershop.co.uk  
  

This cheery otter design tea towel is available at the Otter 
Shop and already proving popular. 
 
Only £9.99 and made in the UK. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/otter-design-tea-towel-c2x26683835  
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Is Your Insurance Due For Renewal? 
Then have a look at Evergreen Insurance Services 
(https://evergreeninsuranceservices.co.uk/)  

 
What makes this company different?  David Gardiner, the driving force behind 
Evergreen, has a love of the natural world and so they give up to 25% of their 
commission to charity and conservation partners.  They offer the full range of insurance 
services – car, home, travel, etc and business insurance, such as liability, fleet and 
property.  So when you arrange your insurance through them 
you can nominate IOSF to receive up to 25% of their 
commission. 
 
Contact them through their website for a quote.  
 

Events 
Visit our website to find out what might be happening in the otter world near you 
http://otter.org/Public/Events.aspx 

 
 

Legacy 
A legacy is a great way of giving to something close to your heart and every gift will 
make a difference.  Have you ever thought of leaving something in your will to charity?  
Please consider remembering the International Otter Survival Fund in your will and help 
our work, protecting otters, to continue. 
 
Including a legacy in your will ensures that your wishes are carried out, so it is important 
to discuss this with your solicitor.  You can stipulate a specific restriction for its use, but  
remember that without restriction your legacy can be directed to where it is required 
most urgently. 
 
Should you choose to provide a legacy for the International Otter Survival Fund in your 
will, we thank you and appreciate your support in this way. 
 
This link http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_Legacy.aspx will take you to our dedicated webpage 
concerning making a Legacy. 
 

 
 
Thank You 

We wish to say ‘Thank you’ this month to The James Thin 
Charitable Trust and The Walker 597 Trust.  Our Facebook 
Fundraisers are doing really well, and Budjarn Lambeth 
continues to excel in his Fundraising efforts ‘downunder’. 
 
Personal donations are always gratefully received and these 
form an important part of the Charity’s income, whether as 

an addition to a renewal or Otter Shop order, or a generous donation.  It all adds up and 
makes a difference to the otters, and we appreciate you thinking of us. 
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Corporate Membership 
Whether you own a business or are employed, does the company have a green policy/ 
supports conservation?  Then perhaps the company would like to consider becoming a 
Corporate Member with IOSF and supporting our work with otters. 
 
You can find out more information on our website 
http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_CorporateSponsorship.aspx 
 

 
 
 

All photos are © to the name/s as indicated, otherwise ©IOSF 

 
 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries: Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family:  £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family:  £40.00 per year 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 

 

If you are reading this for the first time and 
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click 
here to sign up.   Please be assured that we 
will never pass on your details to any other 
party and you will only ever receive emails 
from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 
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