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Nemo, the Famous German Otter (photos: Wolfgang Gettmann) 

We are sorry to tell you that 
Nemo, the famous Asian 
small-clawed otter, died on 
20 February 2018.  He was 
12 years old. 
 
Nemo was born in the 
Dusseldorf Aquazoo in a 
litter of seven. At the time, 
our good friend, Dr Wolfgang 
Gettmann, was Director of 
the Zoo, and when two cubs 
died on the first night, he 
took Nemo and raised him 

by hand.  
 
Although he was well-known in Germany, his fame stretched a lot further and he 
accompanied Wolfgang on trips to many European countries for lectures, seminars and 
information events. He met people and always touched the hearts of the audience - 
young or old.  Soon, Nemo was a media star who appeared in 
countless television programmes and print media at home and 
abroad, and he became an ambassador for the thirteen species of 
otters worldwide.   
 
Not only did he do a great job of raising awareness of otters and 
their conservation but he also helped to support IOSF by 
encouraging financial contributions. 
 
Last year a malignant tumour was found on his right hind foot and 
a toe was amputated.  Unfortunately the cancer had spread and 
so in the end Wolfgang and his wife, Traudl, had to make the sad 
but necessary decision to have him put to sleep.  Nemo is buried 
in their garden (photo right). 
 
 

Maxwell’s Otter 
For many people their introduction to the world of otters was through Gavin Maxwell and 
his book “Ring of Bright Water”, which was subsequently made into a very popular film.  
The story was based at Camusfearna (actually the real name is Sandaig) near Glenelg 
on the west coast of Scotland and Gavin also lived on Skye.  In fact, our first vet was 
Donald John MacLennan, who was also Gavin’s vet for his otters. 
 
Gavin’s first otter was Mijbil, a smooth-coated otter, which he got during a visit to the 
Iraqi Marshes in 1956.  This turned out to be a new sub-species, and was given the 
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Omar’s Otter, Maxwell 

 

Latin name Lutrogale perspicillata maxwelli, but it is also known as Maxwell’s otter.  
These otters are only found in the dense reed beds of the southern marshes of Iraq, 
with one record from Kurdistan.  From 1991-2003, vast areas of these marshes were 
drained and polluted and it was believed that this had led to the extinction of Maxwell’s 
otter.  However Omar Al-Sheikhly and his colleagues re-discovered it during field work 
in the area, but it is still at extreme risk due to hunting, trapping and habitat destruction. 
 
One of the most important areas for these otters is the Hawizeh Marsh and the first 
photographic evidence of an adult in the wild was taken at the north-eastern edge of this 
area on 27 and 30 March 2017. 
 
In December we were contacted by Omar as he had received a young cub from the 
Hawizeh Marsh and he wanted confirmation that it was truly a Maxwell’s otter.  Indeed it 
was.  Of course he called the cub Maxwell and it has the characteristic velvety coat and 
big feet!  

We gave Omar advice on how to 
care for his cub but also put him in 
touch with Nick Marx at the Phnom 
Tamao Wildlife Rescue Centre, who 
has a lot of experience with smooth-
coated otters.  All otter species are 
obviously different and his advice 
has been so valuable. 
 
Maxwell is eating well and growing 
quickly, and he also enjoys playing 
in the water.  At the moment he is 
going outside for a time in the day 
but is indoors at night as it can be 

cold.  But as he grows he will need to go to an outside enclosure.   
 
Although the Iraqi Marshes have been recognised as a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
for the biodiversity, including the otters, the area continues to be at risk.  One of Omar’s 
worries is that about 70% of the Marsh has now dried up due to lack of water from 
upriver streams in Iran and Turkey.  So the wild otter population is now exposed to 
hunters, even though hunting is regulated by the Iraqi Wildlife Protection Law No 17 and 
Iraq is a signatory to CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Flora and Fauna).  
 
If you want to read more about the otters in Iraq, Omar and his colleagues 
published a paper on “FIRST PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE OF SMOOTH-COATED 
OTTER (Lutrogale perspicillata maxwelli) AND EURASIAN OTTER (Lutra lutra 
seistanica) IN IRAQ SINCE 1950s” in IOSF’s Journal “OTTER” Volume 3, which is 
available at the Ottershop (https://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSearch.asp) 
 
We want to help Omar care for this rare otter and so if you would like to donate to help 
with his care you can send a cheque marked “Maxwell” or donate online at 
www.ottershop.co.uk 

 
News from The Sanctuary  
Like everywhere else in the UK, it has been a very cold period recently here on Skye 
but we have had very little snow, unlike so many parts of the country.  In fact it is 
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Noelle and Sofi enjoy a fish, and the sun 

Aeris (photo: Sarah Neill 

Aeris and Beatha 

incredibly dry and what mud there is has frozen solid like concrete – so much easier for 
us to walk up to feed the otters.  However, it does mean that the otters' pools have 
frozen and although we do break the ice, it quickly freezes over again. Saying that, the 
otters seem to be having fun on the ice and their coats look beautiful 
 

We moved Uisge out into a nursery pen before the cold weather arrived and it is much 
better for him. He ventures out in the daytime but each night he has a nice warm 
sleeping area. He has grown so quickly and is now over 3kg. 

 
Aeris arrived with us from Cumbria on13 February. She had 
been found near Kendal and taken to our good friend, Sarah 
Neill at Kendal College, who cared for her in the early days.  
Sarah then brought her to Crianlarich where we met her for the 
transfer to Skye.  By then she was already eating whole fish 
and she also had an attitude!!  
 
We gave her a bit of 
time to settled in and 
then introduced her to 
Beatha. These two are 
about the same size 
and, as you can see in 
the photo, they 
immediately became 
good pals. Aeris is 
nocturnal as she is 

from a freshwater area, but Beatha was busy on 
and off all day and night. But now as soon as 
they hear me go in they hide under their 
bedding and then tuck into their fish when the coast is clear. At the moment they are still 
indoors but once the weather warms up we will think about moving them outside too. 
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Darren receiving the Animal Friends 
Insurance donation cheque.    [Photo: AFI] 

If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque 
marked "Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at 
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/donate-to-iosf-c2x11601155 

 
 

Legacy 
A legacy is a great way of giving to something close to your heart and every gift will 
make a difference.  Have you ever thought of leaving something in your will to charity?  
Please consider remembering the International Otter Survival Fund in your will and help 
our work, protecting otters, to continue. 
 
Including a legacy in your will ensures that your wishes are carried out, so it is important 
to discuss this with your solicitor.  You can stipulate a specific restriction for its use, but  
remember that without restriction your legacy can be directed to where it is required 
most urgently. 
 
Should you choose to provide a legacy for the International Otter Survival Fund in your 
will, we thank you and appreciate your support in this way. 
 
This link http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_Legacy.aspx will take you to our dedicated 
webpage concerning making a Legacy. 
 
 

Animal Friends Pet Insurance Makes a Donation to The International 
Otter Survival Fund 
Animal Friends Pet Insurance (AFI) has a policy of ongoing charitable donations to 
animal welfare organisations and they have just donated £3,000 to help the otters at 

IOSF. This donation was made on behalf of 
an Animal Friends employee, Darren 
Anteney, who was awarded the money as 
Employee of the Quarter and was free to 
nominate any animal charity he wanted to 
receive this money.  
 
Darren said “The IOSF does very important 
work in conservation and, as someone who 
loves to get into the Great Outdoors and 
experience nature, I thought that my donation 
would benefit the amazing work they do not 
only in the UK but worldwide”.  
 
IOSF is delighted to receive this donation 
which will go towards the fund for the new 
rehabilitation facilities here on Skye.  We 
would like to say a big thank you to Darren for 
choosing to help the otters. 
 
For more information on Animal Friend Pet 
Insurance’s support for charities across the 

globe please go to www.animalfriends.co.uk 
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Gift Aid is a simple way to increase the value of your gift to IOSF - at no extra cost to 
you. If you pay tax in the UK, IOSF can reclaim the basic rate tax (25%) on your gift. So, 
if you donate £10, it is worth £12.50 to IOSF. 
  
It is a simple process to sign up to Gift Aid - all you have to do is make a Gift Aid 
declaration. If you are donating online, just select the “Yes” option on the Gift Aid box on 
the donation form.   Alternatively you can download and print out the Gift Aid 
Declaration on page 13 of our Fundraising Pack which can be found at: 
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf  
 
Or contact us on 01471 822487 and we'll send you a form through 
the post. 
 

 

 

The Otter – Britain’s Favourite Mammal 
 
 
The otter has been voted Britain’s 
favourite mammal in a poll conducted 
on the British Mammals Facebook 
page.  The otter was up against the 
hare and hedgehog, before winning the 
final vote against the fox. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can visit the Facebook page here: https://www.facebook.com/British-Mammals-
607774659321704/?hc_ref=ARSvdI_8jtEc36hATBu2IA9pWRWeNoJnErAATxdBwk9sJqQm
kpXhNXlikB4AfJfuwuI 

 

Otter Fencing Approved 
In our May 2016 e-update, we reported on a controversy over the erection of otter-proof 
fencing in Manea, a small village in Cambridgeshire.  The Parish Council receives up to 
£5,000 per year in fees from a carp fishing syndicate which is used to maintain the 
fishing lake at Manea Pit, but anglers were concerned that otters would take all their 
fish. 

Eurasian Otter  [photo: Ross Lawford) 
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Manea Pit[FenlandCitizen.co.uk] 

Picture from left, Animal 
Welfare Director at the 
Animals Asia Foundation, 
Dave Neale, handing the 
Award to Gunung Gea, 
Director Executive of 
Scorpion Foundation, and 
Marison Guciano, Senior 
Investigator of Scorpion. 
©Scorpion Foundation 
 

So the Council’s answer was to use the money to erect otter-proof fencing, but at a 
heated public meeting most people voted against the idea.  Nevertheless the fencing is 

to go ahead.  The job 
was meant to be carried 
out last October but 
delays have meant that 
now it should be 
completed in March. 
  
This whole issue has 
caused quite some 
upset in the village and 
it is certainly a difficult 
issue. 
 
Of course, no-one wants 
to create an eyesore, 
particularly in a rural 

situation.  But on the other hand, if the fishermen do start to lose fish to otters they could 
just leave and the village would no longer benefit from the use of funds to maintain good 
wildlife habitat.  However, there has been an additional complication, as last summer 
many of the carp died from carp herpes.  Fishing was banned for several months 
although it is now allowed with strict cleansing measures for the fishermen before and 
after fishing. 
 
It is never easy to find a solution to suit everyone, but hopefully given time the fence will 
be accepted as a benefit to all parties. 
http://www.fenlandcitizen.co.uk/news/latest-news/otter-outrage-in-manea-over-fencing-
bid-1-7351230 
https://www.fenlandcitizen.co.uk/news/start-date-for-building-an-otter-fence-round-
manea-pit-has-been-given-1-8371670 
 

Scorpion Foundation Honoured with Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Scorpion Foundation, also known as The Scorpion Wildlife Trade Monitoring 
Group, won the first international award from Asia For Animals (AFA) for their “Excellent 
Performance of an Emerging Organisation”.  The Award was presented at the AFA 
Conference in Kathmandu, Nepal on 5 December 2017 and was given in recognition of 
their work in Indonesia. 
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IOSF is working closely with the Scorpion Foundation to reduce the illegal trade in 
Indonesia and we are delighted that their excellent work has been recognised.  

 
Do You Live in California? 
If so, then please help the otters through your tax contributions.  When you are 
completing your tax-return you will be given the opportunity to donate some of this to 
wildlife. Any contributions that are donated to the Sea Otter Fund are split between the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and the State Coastal Conservancy.  
The funds will be used to provide vital work to help restore populations of southern sea 
otter. Once believed to be around 16,000 in California alone, sea otters were hunted to 
the brink of extinction for their fur and now only around 3,000 live in the state. 
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2018/02/15/californians-can-help-save-wildlife-at-tax-
time/ 

 
News in Brief 
Otters in the Midlands 
Boasting more canals that its famous Italian counterpart Venice, Birmingham’s canals 
have now become a corridor for wildlife, rather than industry. It had been documented 
that many species were now using the canal but nothing more detailed had been 
established.  Last year, otter surveys were conducted using volunteers to walk the canal 
banks looking for otter signs. In total, spraint was recorded at 77 bridges, three locks 
and four overflow channels. This was more than the sum of all signs and sightings 
reported to the local wildlife-recording centre, EcoRecord, and the Canal and River 
Trust in the past 17 years! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
And more good news from the Midlands, 
came from an otter survey at the end of 2017 
which recorded that otters at a new site on 
the river Stour.  Previously the river had run 
through a culvert but, during the construction 

of a housing development, the river was brought back to the surface and now otters are 
using it again.  There are other parts of the river which have been diverted underground 
and it is hoped that these barriers to wildlife can also be removed in the future.  This 
project is also helping other species, such as salmon and kingfishers, and is being 
carried out by a partnership between the Environment Agency, The Wildlife Trust for 
Birmingham and the Black Country, Worcestershire Wildlife Trust and the Severn Rivers 
Trust and covers the whole of the River Stour catchment.    
 
It is certainly good news when otters are found in areas which have been regarded as 
largely industrial and it shows that efforts to improve habitat can have great benefits to 
all wildlife.  
https://insideecology.com/2018/01/19/an-otter-ly-great-surprise-along-birmingham-
canals/ 
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/latest-videos/2018/02/20/otterly-awesome-black-
country-volunteers-track-down-elusive-otters---with-video/  

Spot the otter in this canal photo 
(credit: James P West) 
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American River Otters in Texas 
[photo: Tanya Thiboudeaux] 

Sea Otter 
                  [photo: Tabea Lanz ] 

Otters return to Buckingham 
Otters have returned to the Great River Ouse in England, once again prompting a 
debate with fishermen over the threat to their fish. Of course, otters eat fish, this isn’t up 
for debate. But as we have pointed out many times, the fact that otters are present 
means that the habitat is clean and healthy which is also good for the fish.  Nature has a 
great way of achieving a balance if people do not try to control it. 
https://www.buckinghamtoday.co.uk/news/feature-buckingham-sees-the-return-of-the-
otter-1-8373197 
 
Otter Day 
On Saturday 10th February Somerset Earth Science Centre held an otter event inviting 
children and adults to join in their activity. 25 kids and 24 adults from the East Mendip 
Wildlife WATCH group attended the session to find out more about otters.  During the 
day, the kids had an opportunity to try IOSF's quiz from the TEAM OTTER web page  
and also built an artificial holt on the lake at the centre for otters to use. There are otter 
signs around the lake so let's hope they use this new home! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Somerset Earth Science 
Centre 
 
 

 
 Otters In USA 
Otters in Texas.  Otters are rarely seen in Texas but 
these sightings are becoming more common and they 
have now been spotted in the Buffalo Bayou. Again, 
this is a good sign for the state as the presence of 
otters means healthy habitats and an abundance of 
prey, which suits everyone. 
https://www.chron.com/sports/outdoors/article/Otters-
making-a-welcome-return-to-Texas-waterways-
12615001.php   
 

Sea otter protected status under review.  The 
Washington State Department for Fish and Wildlife are 
reviewing the legal protection of a number of animals, 
including sea otters.  The Department believe that the 
sea otter is no longer under distinct threat from 
problems such as oil spills due to its large range, 
despite the area being a major shipping route.  If the 
law is changed it will be a major step backwards in the 
long-term recovery and survival of the species. 
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http://www.kxro.com/sea-otter-animals-protected-status-reviewed/ 
 

Rising CO2 levels threaten aquatic life  
Studies in Australia have revealed that increasing levels of CO2 are putting both marine 
and freshwater species at risk.  Yes we understand that the resultant rise in 
temperatures is threatening wildlife, but scientists have found that higher levels of 
dissolved CO2 disrupts the dietary supply for aquatic species, particularly those at the 
top of the food chain, such as otters.  Increased water temperatures and acidity 
encourage blue-green algae but these are not a main part of the diet of herbivorous 
creatures, so they do not form a good basis for a food web.  The scientists now intend 
to carry our further research to see if this is a global phenomenon and how other 
species are reacting to a rise in CO2 levels. 
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/01/18/rising-co2-levels-threaten-aquatic-life-
studies-show/  
 
 

2017 IOSF Otter Oscar Winners 
Meet more of our winners from last year’s Otter Oscars... 
 
• Research – Dr Nicola Okes, South Africa 
Nicola completed her PHD on the conservation ecology of 
Cape Clawless Otters in 2017 discovering new information 
and methodology. At the same time she created awareness 
in the broader community. [photo: Nicola Okes] 

 
 
• Young People (12-18) – Budjarn Lambeth, Australia 
Despite not having any wild otters in Australia, Budjarn has a real 
passion for them. He has dedicated his time to promoting otters 
and raising funds for IOSF and especially the Illegal Fur Trade 
Fund. He now intends to study Environmental Science at 
university, particularly in fresh water systems, with a view to 
dedicating his life to helping the animal he so dearly loves. 
[photo: Budjarn Lambeth] 

 
 

 

25 Years Supporting IOSF 
Mary Heathcote has been a supporter of IOSF 
since its beginning (25 years), but she has been 
collecting otter memorabilia much longer.  In fact 
Mary is now in the 50th year of her passion for all 
things otter, and to mark this she has sent along a 
photograph of her 'family' of 39 soft otters.   
 
Thank you Mary, it has been great to have you with 
us along the way, and hope your enthusiasm and 
collection continue to grow. 
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Become an IOSF Life Supporter 
Our supporters are always valued by us as a crucial source of support for the work that 
we are doing, and those of you that become life supporters are highly appreciated. 
 
For a one-off payment of £350 you can become a Life Supporter and give your long-
term commitment to help secure a better future for otters in the UK and around the 
world. 
 
We will send you a certificate showing your life supporter status and you will continue to 
receive full updates in our newsletters, on all of the work that we are doing. 
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/become-a-life-supporter-c2x9466694 

 
 

Our thanks this month go to Animal Friends Insurance, 
the Craignish Trust, Otter Conservations Services, 
holidaycottages.co.uk and to everyone who has made 
a donation either direct or through our WildCrowd 
Appeal 
(https://www.wildcrowd.org/campaigns/detail/56/new-
accommodation-for-our-otters).  
 
Our work is only made possible by your generosity - 
thank you. 

 
TEAM OTTER 
Hi Kids.  John Pennell in Alaska took this great photo of two sea otters in Alaska.  What 
do you think they are up to? Can you think of a great caption for this photo?  
 
Visit http://www.loveotters.org/411111384for how to enter IOSF’s caption contest. 
 

 
©John Pennell 
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Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 

Where all profits go to help otters 
 

 
 
 
 
 

An important date in everyone’s diary... 11 
March is Mother’s Day.  Visit the Otter Shop 
and discover some great ideas for your 
Mum. 
www.ottershop.co.uk  

 
 

All photos are © to the name/s as indicated, otherwise ©IOSF 

 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
 
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries:               Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family:  £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family:  £40.00 per year 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 

 

If you are reading this for the first time and 
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click 
here to sign up.   Please be assured that we 
will never pass on your details to any other 
party and you will only ever receive emails 
from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
http://www.pinterest.com/paulyoxon/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/39540399417/
https://twitter.com/IOSF/
http://internationalottersurvivalfund.tumblr.com/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx
http://otter.org/Public/News_Newsletter.aspx
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
http://www.otter.org/
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx

