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World Otter Day 

Yes, it’s time to start making plans for World Otter Day 2018.  
This will be on Wednesday 30 May.   
 
We know many of you will come up with all sorts of exciting 
projects to celebrate this Otterly special day and so we are 
again going to offer three grants of £100 each towards the cost 
of putting on an event or carrying out some education work.  
Grant applications should include the following: 
 
 

 Name of applicant 

 Organisation, if applicable 

 Address of applicant 

 Brief description of what you are planning to do, how and where 

 What would you do with the £100 grant 
 
Please send your applications to enquiries@otter.org to arrive no later than Friday 23 
March 2018.  The winning applicants will be announced on Friday 30 March 2018. 
 
Our World Otter Day webpage will continue to be updated, so keep visiting to find out what is 
happening http://otter.org/Public/Events_OurCurrentEvent.aspx 

 

Otter Haven (Photo: S-J Cooper-White) 

In 2011, an otter haven was born.  S-J Cooper-White saw an opportunity to create the 
perfect spot for otters, and other wildlife, to thrive.  She acquired a house that had some 
evidence of otters, but it was a little polluted with discarded fishing gear.  This presented 
a chance which couldn’t be missed. She cleaned up the river, built a decking holt and 
soon reaped the rewards of her hard work.  
 
Within a few weeks otters were using 
the area and the holt frequently.  Six 
years on and the otters are still very 
active in the area and visit daily.  Since 
the return of thriving resident otters the 
ecosystem has improved as a whole 
and there has been an increase in 
many other co-existing species.  The 
river is now bursting with fish, and water voles, stoats, swans, waterbirds, snakes and 
owls have all increased within the area. 
 
This again emphasises the importance of otters and their presence in a healthy and 
balanced ecosystem.  
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Uisge 

Beatha 

Support the Campaign to Keep Nature in the Dictionary 
Last month we told you that the Oxford Junior Dictionary consider otter, and other words 
to do with nature and the environment, no longer relevant to modern children. 
 
This is such a backward step when we want to make sure our children have a good 
understanding of nature, which will lead to them wanting to care and conserve it. 
 
1 March is World Book Day, so let’s take this opportunity to help our 
youngsters to engage with otters and nature in general by encouraging 
them to read.  There are many wonderful books for children, both 
fiction and non-fiction, and you can find a selection of ottery books at 
the Otter Shop (https://www.ottershop.co.uk/books-for-

children-c102x1563144) 
 
At the time of writing over 190,000 people have signed the 
petition on Change.org to reverse this ludicrous decision so 
if you haven’t already done so please sign: 
https://tinyurl.com/yatcgbre  
 
 

News from the Sanctuary  
It has been a very busy month with three new cubs arriving and possibly a fourth on the 
way.   
 
The first to arrive came from Kilchoan, on the 
Ardnamurchan peninsula.  He had been taken to a wildlife 
photographer, Hamza Yussin, who we met when Paul was 
giving a talk there a couple of years ago.  The cub, a male, 
had been named Uisge which is the Gaelic for water. 

 
A few days later a young female 
arrived from near Aultbea.  She 
was a lot smaller and so started 
off on otter milk substitute 
whereas Uisge dived straight into fish soup.   
 
The Gaelic for whisky is “Uisge beatha” and so naturally the 
second cub was called Beatha! 
 
Both are doing very well and now eating whole fish.  Uisge is 
bigger but Beatha is quickly catching up! 

 
The third cub came from Oronsay, a small tidal island off the Isle of Colonsay.  She was 
found by Amy Millard, the RSPB assistant warden on Oronsay, and we went to Oban to 
meet the ferry to collect her.  She was pretty snappy and initially fed well, but something 
must have been wrong as she died overnight this week.  She is being sent to Cardiff 
University Otter Project for a post mortem. 
 
And the fourth?  Well this one is with Sarah Neill, our friend in Cumbria, and we are 
waiting to see how best to get it here. 
 
Meanwhile Sofi and Noelle (below) are up to their usual mischief in the croft pens! 
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We do have a special Valentines Adoption of Uisge and Beatha so that you can 
enjoy a whisky double with your partner!  Check it out at www.ottershop.co.uk  
 
If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque 
marked "Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 
 

Team Otter 

Have you tried “Spot the Otter” on IOSF’s kids page Team Otter 
(http://www.loveotters.org/437975228)? Otters are very difficult to 
see in the wild and this gives you a chance to have a little practice 
before you go and try for yourself. Good luck! 
 

Upcoming Events 
February 28, 2018 at 7.30pm 
IOSF's Dr Paul Yoxon will be giving a talk on "Otter Ecology and Conservation" in 
conjunction with the Cumbria Wildlife Trust at Cornerstone Community Church, Joss 
Lane, Sedbergh, LA10 5AB. 
 
Entrance fee: suggested donation £2 per adult. 
 

Join In "Love Nature Month" 
In February, join the Evergreen Insurance Services' "Love Nature Month" promotion and 
earn an extra £1 donation for IOSF for each of your insurance quote enquiries.  Even if 
you are requesting a call back for when your insurance renewal is due. 
 
Just click on the Evergreen homepage "Love Nature Month" tab and follow the link. 
https://evergreeninsuranceservices.co.uk/  

 
Also, and we think you will really like 
this, you can share your nature pictures 
on Evergreen's Facebook and Twitter 
pages #lovenaturemonth which will also 
be added to their Latest News page of 
the website. 
 
So, dig out all your insurance policies 
and request some quotes during 
February (no matter when your policy is 
due) and you will be earning a little extra 
for otters, each time. 
 

Evergreen Insurance Services (#ethicalinsuranceservices) are passionate about 

http://www.otter.org/
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supporting conservation and wildlife, and providing customers with great value 
insurance.  
 

The Story of a River Otter Found Dead in a Snare 

Once again, a complete re-evaluation of the fur-trapping process in the U.S. has been 
called for in this story about a river otter. The intended target was a beaver and the otter 
was only an unfortunate “accident”. Although otters are “protected” in Wyoming, as they 
are both roughly the same size and the trap was placed in the water known to be used 
by both animals, surely this outcome was always coming? 
 
Unfortunately, North American river otters are not protected in all states, actually, in 
very few. Around 50,000 are LEGALLY killed a year in the U.S. and Canada and that’s 
not to mention the number which are ‘accidentally’ killed.  
 
As the article says “Is it not about time we had an adult conversation on fur-trapping?” 
 
IOSF totally agrees and would recommend you read the article at this link: 
http://mountainjournal.org/a-naturalist-finds-an-otter-killed-by-a-snare  

 

Update on Sea Otter Cub which Survived a Shark Attack 
In our December e-update we reported the case of a sea otter cub in California which 
had been rescued after a shark attack. IOSF has been in touch with Monterey Bay 

Aquarium, who are 
looking after the young 
male otter, and have 
been informed that he is 
progressing well. 
 
‘Otter 808’ will be kept 
away from public view 
and will probably be 
introduced to a surrogate 
mother.  She will be able 
to offer some companion- 
ship and help teach him 
some learned behaviours 
of sea otters which will 
aid his eventual release. 

©Monterey Bay Aquarium 
https://montereybayaquarium.tumblr.com/post/168833172608/meet-sea-otter-808-this-
resilient-pup-was-rescued  

 

Singapore Otters are Hybrids 

The famous Singapore otters are in fact hybrids, and they are the first hybrid otters 
known in the wild. They are a cross between smooth-coated otters and Asian short-
clawed otters.  
 
This was discovered somewhat fortuitously during research by Meryl Theng and her 
assistants into smooth-coated otters across the world and how to conserve them.  They 
found that DNA strains in the Singapore families actually had Asian short-clawed otter in 
them. At first they thought they had made a mistake, perhaps through cross-
contamination, but there was no mistake and they had made a fascinating discovery.   

http://www.otter.org/
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Photo: ©Tan Yong Lin 

They do not look like a hybrid due to the fact that the genes are not split equally 
between the two species. Instead, the original hybrid otters have continued to breed 
with smooth-coated otters meaning that the Asian short-clawed genes have been 
somewhat diluted over time. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/surprising-branch-in-otter-family-tree 
 

Never Get Too Close! 
Otters may be beautiful creatures but we must always remember that they are wild 
animals and, as with any other wild animal, they can be very unpredictable.  
 
The smooth-coated otters in Singapore have become famous for their playful nature 
and for co-existing with the millions of people in the municipality. People can get 
unusually close to them given their atypical extrovert nature but sometimes you can get 
too close, especially when there are cubs around. 
 
Recently, a 5-year-old French girl was bitten in the Gardens of the Bay in Singapore. As 
crowds began to encroach on the otters one individual panicked and bit the 
unsuspecting holiday maker. The girl’s father was very understanding towards the otter 
and said “it was too many people massing around the animals. The otters must have 
been scared or nervous with so many people pulling out their cameras.” 
 
Otters, like other animals, can be very protective and as such we should always 
maintain a safe barrier between both ourselves and the animal, to ensure the safety of 
both parties. 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/5-year-old-french-girl-bitten-by-otter-
at-gardens-by-the-bay-9820916   
 

News in Brief 
Regional scent dialects help otters tell their friends from strangers 
It has long been understood that otters’ anal scent glands can tell 
other otters almost everything about the individual. Now, it seems 
that there is even a regional scent, so that they can tell where the 
otter comes from and whether it is local.  
 
Dr Elizabeth Chadwick, of Cardiff University, has been leading 
research on otter scents, and although it is difficult to ascertain 
the reason for different scents within regions, it is believed that if 
otters find it difficult to recognise or understand a scent it could 
act as a warning to deter them from approaching or interacting with any incoming otter.  
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/otters-odor-dialects-dialects  
 

http://www.otter.org/
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Asian small-clawed otter   
©Rezea Lubis 

More news from Singapore  
The otters have been spotted exploring illegal fishing cages at the Marina Reservoir and 
one managed to get stuck in a trap. Thankfully, the curious otter managed to escape. 
 
The cage has since been removed by the Public Utilities Board (PUB) who has 
appealed for any witnesses who may have seen who placed the cage in the area. Even 
in areas where fishing is allowed, these traps are illegal and can result in a fine of up to 
$3,000 Singapore Dollars – the equivalent of about £1,650. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/otters-spotted-exploring-illegal-
fishing-cage-at-marina-reservoir-pub-appeals  
https://coconuts.co/singapore/news/otter-found-ensnared-fish-net-trap-along-waters-
edge-near-singapore-indoor-stadium/  

 
Otters in India 
First the good news… 
Smooth-coated otters have been seen in Saulem Lake in Pilerne, India. The lake, 
which is a tourist hot-spot, due to its abundance of migratory birds, is now home to 
otters. Over the last three months otters have been seen regularly in the lake.  
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/an-otter-surprise-at-pilernes-saulem-
lake/articleshow/62546102.cms 

 
Asian short-clawed otters have been spotted in Kerala. A study on small carnivores 

in the Western Ghats region using camera traps 
has revealed a population of the species in the 
area. Three separate individuals have been 
documented during the study, adding to the 
record of the only other sighting within the state.  
 
The otters were spotted during a project which 
took place in the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary 
and furthers knowledge on otter populations 
within Kerala. 

http://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/article/view/3651  

 
These new records are great news as the return of the otters means a healthy and 
clean environment and an abundance of prey. 
 
And now for the bad news … 
Otters in India are facing a new threat – water hyacinth. Two years ago an otter 
conservation reserve was announced in Tungabhadra to preserve otters from the 
effects of poaching and other threats. This was, understandably, met with excitement as 
it was a really progressive step to help conserve these animals in India. Now, the otters 
within the area are facing a threat of a whole new kind. The increasing amount of water 
hyacinth within the reserve has driven the fish away meaning a lack of prey for the 
population. 
 
Santosh Kumar, Conservator of Forests, is in talks with the Tungabhadra dam to open 
and release more water into the area. Should this be granted it should see an increase 
in otter prey and continue to preserve these fragile populations.  
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/2018/jan/07/a-lil-more-water-will-give-
them-otter-joy-1746604.html 

http://www.otter.org/
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Sea Otters  ©Tabea Lanz 

Otters return in China shows environmental improvement. 
As we know, otters are very important ambassador species for a healthy environment. 
By living in both terrestrial and wetland habitats and occupying the top of the food chain, 
the presence of otters is a good indicator of a healthier environment. In the headwaters 
of both the Yangtze and Mekong Rivers Eurasian otters are being recorded far more 
frequently using camera traps. It is believed that there are two males and three families 
living in the area.  The improved environment has come thanks to continued 
conservation and protection efforts. 
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-01/23/c_136917699.htm  

 
Different attitudes to otters in America 
Fishermen in Alaska are calling for a sea otter management plan. They believe that 
the predation of sea otters is 
having detrimental effects on the 
amount of shellfish they are able 
to catch; even going so far as to 
writing to U.S. president Donald 
Trump to demand some action. 
 
Sea otters are an endangered 
species and were hunted to the 
brink of extinction during the 
height of the fur trade. Any 
decision to reverse their 
protected status could prove fatal 
to their comeback. Although 
populations have increased over 
recent years the number of sea otters is still critically low and far below numbers before 
the fur trade. It is important to ensure that they remain protected and numbers can 
continue to grow. The presence of sea otters maintains healthy kelp forests which also 
support shellfish. Along much of the Pacific coast, the absence of sea otters has left 
barren underwater areas where limited animals can survive. 
https://www.ktoo.org/2018/01/15/southeast-fishermen-seek-relief-expanding-sea-otter-
population/  

 
Northern sea otter bounces back in Washington 
The Fish and Wildlife Service have stated that the number of northern sea otters in 
Washington has been increasing since the late 1980s and has risen by 60% from 1,125 
in 2008 to a current level of 1,806.  By the early 1900s the otters had been completely 
wiped out by the fur trade and so in 1969 and 1970 there was a relocation programme.  
59 animals were taken from Alaska and released near Point Grenville and La Push off 
Washington's Olympic Peninsula and all the otters now living in the area are descended 
from these 59. 
 
At present the species is protected by the Marine Mammal Protection Act, but it is not 
listed in the federal Endangered Species Act although it is listed as “state endangered”.  
However there are concerns that the increase could lead to another call for 
“management” as in Alaska. 
https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2018/01/16/stories/1060071077 
 

A river otter in California had to be put down after it was revealed that it had been 
shot six times with a BB Gun. X-rays showed that the otter had six pellets lodged in its 
head and neck. The otter was found behind a supermarket in Walnut Creek stumbling, 
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North American River Otters  ©ARC 

disorientated and struggling to breathe.  
 
It is illegal to shoot North American river otters in California and many locals were 

distressed and disgusted by the cowardly act 
and have called for the offender to be caught 
and punished. 
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/River-
Otter-Shot-Up-With-Pellets-Sparks-Uproar-in-
East-Bay-471032943.html  
 

Boaters are objecting to river otter killings in 
Washington.  Residents and marina occupiers 
in Kingston are concerned about the trapping of 
river otters at the marina. Otters are drawn there 
for food and have been known to use 
boathouses to rear their young.  As a result 

some people see them as a nuisance. It had been assumed that the trapped otters 
would be relocated, but when one resident asked what would happen, he was informed 
they would be killed. “It seems like the punishment didn’t fit the crime,” he said and 
these concerns have been raised by several individuals. 
 
Kingston Marina isn’t the only port within the county with a similar problem and the Port 
of Poulsbo hire a trapper every few years to relocate the otters onto the Olympic 
Peninsula, a more humane and moral resolution. 
http://www.king5.com/article/news/local/boaters-object-to-trapping-killing-of-river-otters-
at-kingston-marina/281-509493620 

 
Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 

Where all profits go to help otters 
 

Surprise the love in your life with our Valentine’s Otter 
Adoption gift box. 
 
This adoption is for both Uisge and Beatha, and also 
includes a wooden pop-up otter card. 
 
www.ottershop.co.uk  

 
 

2017 IOSF Otter Oscar Winners 
Meet some of the winners of last year’s Otter 
Oscars... 
 

Group or Organisation Award – River 
Otter Ecology Project, USA 
The Project was set up in 2012 to monitor the 
return of North American River Otters to the San 
Francisco Bay Area. It carries out public 
awareness and encourages people to report 
otter sightings to learn more about distribution. 
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Terence Carroll, President on the left, Megan Isadore, Exec. Director, receiving their 
award from Peter Barto, Volunteer. "We are inspired and honored ourselves at this 
recognition by one of the world’s most treasured organizations supporting otters 
worldwide. Thank you!" (photo ©ROEP) 
 
 

Special Award – Vic Simpson, UK 
Since 1988 Vic has carried out ground breaking and 
inspirational work on the Eurasian otter and trained 
others to do so. He has carried out over 700 otter 
post mortems and trained staff from Cardiff University 
to carry on this work. His work over the past decades 
has ensured that conservation efforts towards otters 
have the correct scientific knowledge to be 
successful. 
 
 
Vic Simpson receiving his award from Kate Hills at 
the Cornwall Mammal Group Christmas event. (photo 
©Kate Hills) 

 
 

Children's Award – Years 2 and 3 of Cookham Rise Primary Schools, UK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After learning about otters in class 
the children held their very own Otter 
Awareness Day raising £300 for the 
otters. 
 
 

 

 
 
An Otterly Wonderful Day 
On 20 January, Charlie married Matt Martin in Cardiff.  It was a small affair and, as all 
weddings, very special.  Their daughter Thea attended with them and she and Charlie 
wore very original dresses.  Made by Matt's mum Penny Martin (from Orkney), the bride 
and bridesmaid dresses were of otter designed fabric to reflect Charlie's life-long 
passion for otters. 
 
We think you will agree, they look otterly wonderful. 
 
 
 

http://www.otter.org/
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Thank you Charlie, for sharing your day. 
 
 

 
Thanks this month go to the John Spedan Lewis 
Foundation and the Dr Elizabeth Calder Memorial. 
 
Our supporters continue to be generous towards our 25th 
Anniversary Appeal with donations directly to us via the 
Otter Shop, or our Wildcrowd funding page 
https://www.wildcrowd.org/campaigns/detail/56/new-
accommodation-for-our-otters  
 

We also received our first donation from Evergreen Insurance Services – don’t forget to 
request a quote from them during their February “Love Nature Month” and earn an extra 

£1 for otters for each quote.  https://evergreeninsuranceservices.co.uk/  

 
 
 
 
 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
http://www.pinterest.com/paulyoxon/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/39540399417/
https://twitter.com/IOSF/
http://internationalottersurvivalfund.tumblr.com/
https://www.wildcrowd.org/campaigns/detail/56/new-accommodation-for-our-otters
https://www.wildcrowd.org/campaigns/detail/56/new-accommodation-for-our-otters
https://evergreeninsuranceservices.co.uk/
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British Animal Honours 2013 
Wildlife Conservation 

Award Winner 
IFAW Animal Action 
Award Winner 2012 

 
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries:               Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family:  £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family:  £40.00 per year 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 

 

If you are reading this for the first time and 
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click 
here to sign up.   Please be assured that we 
will never pass on your details to any other 
party and you will only ever receive emails 
from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx
http://otter.org/Public/News_Newsletter.aspx
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
http://www.otter.org/
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx

