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Join Our 25 Year Anniversary Campaign 
As we said in our Annual Review, IOSF is now in its 25th Year 
and to date we have supported projects in 44 countries and 
helped cubs in 33 countries, as well as in the UK.   
 
As part of the 25 years celebrations, we have set up a special 
campaign to raise funds to upgrade our otter facilities which 
have been used to treat nearly 200 otters.  Maintenance is a 
constant task, especially after an otter is released, as they can 
be very destructive to enclosures!   
 
Phase 1 of our upgrade is to build new nursery pens opening into a larger enclosure as 
the animals grow.  This will include a building for equipment, freezers, food preparation, 
etc. 
 
Phase 2 will be work on the hospital building itself. 
  
We have a crowdfunding page at https://www.wildcrowd.org/campaigns/detail/56/new-
accommodation-for-our-otters so it would be great if you could share this with your 
friends and help us to raise the funds we need. 
 
Alternatively you can donate in the usual way by sending a cheque marked "Hospital" on 
the back or online at www.ottershop.co.uk 

 
Many thanks to you all 
 

 
The IOSF Silver Ticket Giveaway! 

As part of our celebrations, over the coming year, IOSF 
has 25 Silver Tickets to put in randomly selected 
purchases from the Otter Shop. If you are lucky enough 
to find one of these silver tickets in your Otter Shop 
parcel you are entitled to a surprise FREE gift. Email 

your ticket code, along with your name and postal 
address, to enquiries@otter.org and we will send your 
gift to you. 
 

Here are some of the free gifts  
waiting to be claimed. 

 

Advent Blog 
Every year we publish an advent Blog on our website.  This year we have decided to 
take the opportunity to tell you about just one thing which happened in each of our 25 
years.  So, check out our Blog each day at http://www.otter.org/Public/News_Blog.aspx 

to see how IOSF has grown and all the positive work which is going on with YOUR help. 

 

e-Update 83, November 2017 
 

Join our IOSF mailing list and receive our newsletters - Click on 
this link: http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 
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Otter Oscars 
We have been delighted with the number of applications received for the 
Otter Oscars this year, so it looks as if it will be another hard job for the 
judges.  Unfortunately nominations can no longer be submitted and we 
will be announcing the winners on our Blog on 1 December. 
 
 
 
 
 

Otters Return to Switzerland 
As in most of Europe, otters disappeared from Swiss rivers in the 1950s and 1960s 
largely due to pollution and also excessive hunting. There were unsuccessful attempts 
at reintroduction but now, there are more reports that they are back 
 
In 2005 the river Aare in Berne burst its banks and two otters escaped from the city zoo 
at Dählhölzi.  In 2008 it was reported that they had young and now there are fresh signs 
and camera trap footage which shows two females and cubs not far away - maybe 
these are descendants of the Dählhölzli pair? 
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/a-whole-otter-fish_guess-who-s-back--it-s-the-otter/43603348  

 
Otters were also recorded on a video camera at a fish bypass at Reichenau in 2009, 
and tracks were found in Valais in 2001 and 2012.  In 2014 one was reported in Canton 
Geneva. 
 
Where exactly these otters have come from is largely unknown but with growing 
populations in France and Austria it is believed that this is entirely natural. 
 
This is encouraging for otter populations 
but there are fears that it may cause a 
conflict of interest with fishermen.  So the 
national and local authorities want to set 
up a national otter group to deal with any 
problems before they become serious, as 
they are in Austria.  
 
However, the return of otters to the 
country can only be a positive thing as this 
means the waterways have become less-
polluted. 
 

Wild Otters in Japan Update 
You will remember that in our August e-update we told you the exciting news that an 
otter had been found in Japan for the first time in almost 40 years. 
 
Since then there have been further DNA tests on faecal samples of the Tsushima otter 
which have revealed that it is a descendant of the Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra) and not 
the extinct Japanese otter (Lutra nippon). Tsushima Island lies directly between Japan 
and South Korea, where the Eurasian otter is native. Four DNA samples were tested 
and it became fairly conclusive that the likelihood of the species being a descendant of 
the Japanese otter was “very low”. Three of the samples identified that the otter was 
male but the other test was inconclusive.  More tests are needed to show if there is 

http://www.otter.org/
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more than one otter. 
 
It is believed that the otter, or maybe otters, found its way to Tsushima either by being 
brought in by man or being washed across in a storm.   Professor Hiroshi Sasaki, 
Professor at Chikushi Jogakuen University, also said that it is actually possible that 
otters have been living undetected on Tsushima since before the Edo Period, which 
ended in 1867.   
 
No matter what the case, Japan is now home to at least one wild otter. 
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2017/10/13/national/river-otter-spotted-tsushima-
probably-not-native-species-researcher/#.WeYbPzKQy1s 
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/AJ201710130041.html  
https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20171013/p2a/00m/0na/005000c 
 

Singapore Otters 
Unlike the instances in airports where otters are smuggled in a suitcase, in Singapore 
there was a recent incident where the otters took themselves onto the runway!  The 
Pasir Ris family of smooth-coated otters had to be escorted away from Singapore’s 
Changi airport after it appeared that they were seeking refuge under a parked plane to 
get away from the torrential rain. This resulted in operations being temporarily halted in 
one of Asia’s busiest airports while the otters were ushered away to a nearby beach. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/otters-spotted-on-tarmac-at-changi-airport-
guided-out-to-beach-by-airside-safety-team  

Later that week the family were in trouble again.  One of the youngsters was spotted 
with what looked like a metal ring wrapped around its midriff which had caused a terrible 
wound. There were concerted efforts to capture the otter for treatment but the 11 
members of the family were determined to protect the injured cub.  Their efforts to 
protect the youngster were admirable and show the protective nature of the species, 
even though it could have caused the demise of the young otter. 
 
Fortunately the story has a happy ending.  After three weeks of careful planning, seven 
members of the family were corralled and the injured cub was darted to allow veterinary 
treatment, while the other otters were immediately released. 
Vets removed a rubber ring and treated the wound and then released the animal back 
to its family.  The next day the reunited family were all spotted together.  
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/injured-otter-with-metal-wire-wrapped-around-body-
spotted-at-pasir-ris-park  
http://www.theindependent.sg/pasir-ris-otter-family-protect-injured-pup-while-animal-welfare-
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Kyle in recovery 

groups-plan-to-capture-and-treat-it/  
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/wounded-otter-pup-successfully-caught-treated-in-first-
such-operation  
 

This incident reminds us of a case at Kyle of Lochalsh back in 1997.  The harbour 
master called us as there was an otter with something around its neck.  This had 
caused a deep wound similar to that of the Singapore cub.  We tried to catch him but he 
was clever and avoided all our attempts, until he entered the hold of a fishing boat and 

was locked in.  When we arrived we were 
ushered down into the hold, locked in and 
asked how long we would be!  Of course, the 
hold was extremely dark and so this was no 
easy task but eventually we located the animal 
which had hidden well away.   
 
When we got him to the vet we found that he 
had a cable tie around his neck and this had 
not only caused the wound but made it very 
difficult for him to breathe and his head was 

very swollen.  Kyle, the otter, made a miraculous recovery and was released back into 
Kyle harbour, which was his home (below). 
 
But the story didn’t end there.  About 
three weeks later we were asked if we 
were radio tracking an otter as one had 
been seen at Balmacara with a collar 
around his neck.  Balmacara is only about 
3 miles up the coast and this was Kyle – 
the “collar” was just the area of the wound 
where the hair hadn’t grown back. 
 
We were very grateful to all the fishermen 
who had thrown him scraps to keep him 
alive until we could catch him. 
 

Good and Bad News for Californian Otters 
First the bad … 
The carcass of a skinned sea otter has been found on a beach in California. Sea otters 
are endangered and protected by state law and killing a sea otter is punishable by a fine 
of up to $100,000 and even a possible prison sentence. Even if the otter is already dead 
it is illegal to remove the skin.  But as always the problem is finding the culprit. 
 
Unfortunately this is not the only recent case of people harming sea otters within the 
area - two other instances have also been reported of sea otters being killed in 
California. 
Sea otters have the densest fur of any animal in the world, with around 150,000 hairs 
per cm2.  They were nearly eliminated at the height of the fur trade and have only 
recovered due to the legal protection. Let’s hope that this is not a sign of things to come. 
http://www.ksby.com/story/36627450/skinned-sea-otter-found-on-slo-county-beach  
https://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/california-authorities-probe-fatal-shooting-of-sea-otter/ 
 

And now for the good … 
Although numbers are down on last year, it is believed that populations are still 
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recovering as figures, in accordance with the US Fish & Wildlife recovery plan, are 
above the threshold for a second 
year. One possible factor for the 
reduction in sea otter populations last 
year is the increase in shark 
populations within the area. The 
number of sea otters washed up with 
shark bites has increased 
considerably over the last 12 months.  
Furthermore, the sea urchin boom 
has begun to slow down – sea 
urchins are famously a favourite prey 
of the sea otter, and this could be 
another factor in the slight decline. 

http://www.montereyherald.com/article/NF/20170929/NEWS/170929775 

 
We have all heard and used Zebra and Pelican crossings on the road, but what about 
Otter crossings? After the death of their beloved otter, Mr. Enchilada, the community of 
Moss Landing, California decided to install an otter crossing to connect the harbour to 
the Slough, a route regularly used by sea otters. Culverts were installed to make the 
passage safer but at high-tide these become blocked meaning the otters have to take to 
their feet. Thanks to volunteers and Sea Otter Savvy, the Monterey Bay Aquarium, and 
Moss Landing Marine Laboratories, these otters now have their very own road crossing  
http://www.ksbw.com/article/sea-otter-uses-moss-landing-sea-otter-crosswalk/13137976 
 

Giant Otters Have Different Voices 
Giant otters are a very vocal species and can make between 19 and 22 different 
sounds, including begging for food and alarms. As the family groups move they are met 
with a chorus of squeals, squeaks and other such noises. Now, thanks to the research 
of Christina Mumm of the Free University of Berlin, we know that each family has a 
unique sound. This information could be very useful for researchers who work to 
monitor and track the Amazonian otter.  
 
This research was 
carried out in Peru’s 
Manu National Park and 
Tambopata National 
Reserve.  However it 
doesn’t give an answer 
to why they have such 
vocal behaviour.  As 
each family has a 
different sound it may be 
that it acts to identify 
their home range to 
other otters and warn them off and prevent fights between groups. 
 
In the past the loud calls were part of their downfall as hunters could easily find them 
and kill the whole group.  Even now it is a bit of a problem as it makes it difficult to use 
their calls in research. As this species often lives in large groups it is difficult to 
differentiate between one individual and the next, as they are always babbling!  

http://www.otter.org/
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3-D skull reconstructions of the 
15-pound common otter Lutra 
lutra (left) and the 110-pound 
Siamogale melilutra (right).  
(Image Credit: Z. Jack Tseng) 

 

Artist’s rendering of Siamogale melilutra. 
Credit: Mauricio Anton 

 

 
Currently, individual otters are identified using the marks on their neck but their different 
voices could offer a new option. Christina Mumm continues to work on the data in order 
to find a solution to enable the use of sound recordings to determine exactly how many 
individuals are in the group. This new technique could help greatly in monitoring and 
censuses of populations. 
http://insider.si.edu/2017/11/voices-joined-chorus-giant-otter-families-create-distinct-
sound-signature/  
 

Ancient Giant Otter 
Nowadays the largest otter in the world is the Giant Otter. Turn the clock back about 6 
million years and your definition of ‘Giant’ might be very different. Otter remains have 
been unearthed in south-west China revealing a new prehistoric otter, dubbed 
Siamogale melilutra, which has been described as wolf-sized and is believed to have 
weighed over 50kg (110 lb)!   
 
Not only was this otter believed to be considerably bigger than its modern cousins, it is 
understood to have had a much more powerful bite allowing for it to take considerably 
bigger prey than today’s otters. It is hard to distinguish exactly what this ancient otter 
used to eat but given the size and power of the jaw it would easily have been able to 
crush the jaws of large molluscs or bones of smaller animals and birds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jack Tseng, Assistant Professor at the University at Buffalo, and his colleagues used 3-
D computerised models of the jawbones of 10 of the 13 known species of living otters, 
to compare with S. melilutra. This revealed that whereas in living otters the smaller 
species have stronger jaws, S. melilutra is different as its jaws were six times sturdier 
than would have been expected.   
 
The environment where this otter lived was a swamp or shallow lake surrounded by 
forest and it would have been a formidable hunter.  Potential prey would have included 

fish, crabs, molluscs, turtles, frogs and birds – 
much the same as for present day otters.  But the 
strength of the jaws mean that it could have 
taken more resistant prey such as big clams.  
 
So if the smaller otters have more powerful jaws 
relative to body size, how then do sea otters get 
into hard shells?  The answer is in the use of 
tools, which it is assumed that the primitive S.   
melilutra wasn’t able to do. 
 

http://www.otter.org/
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https://www.zmescience.com/science/news-science/ancient-otter-strong-bite-
43242/?utm_source=ZME+Science+Newsletter&utm_campaign=f80fe70af7-
RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3b5aad2288-f80fe70af7-
242754609&goal=0_3b5aad2288-f80fe70af7-242754609  

The full paper can be found at https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-15391-9  
 

News from the Hospital 
Sofi and Noelle have been very busy with their housekeeping!  We 
always provide hay for bedding until the otters learn how to make 
their own, and our two are now very busy doing just that. 
 
There are a lot of rushes in the enclosure and so they have been 
busy collecting it and taking it into their sleeping box.  Sadly we 
never actually see them do it but the 
evidence is very clear with neatly cropped 
rushes (right) and a cosy “nest” indoors. 

 
It is very wet here at the 
moment so walking up the 
croft to feed them has 
become a real 
mudslogging task but at 
least the otters don’t mind 
the rain and their pool is 
full to overflowing! 
 
 
 

If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque marked 
"Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 

 

Skye Otter Population Monitoring Project 
We started monitoring 15 coastal sections in 2014 in order to review the otter population 
research which was published in 1999. The total number of active holts is shown below. 
 

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Holts 23 27 29 28 

 
Holt numbers declined slightly but otters are still present in the 15 sections visited.  The 
only slight concern was Bearreraig Bay, to the north of Portree where we have had 
three active holts since 2014 but only one in 2017.  A reason for this may be the fact 
that the river is in spate as work is being done on the Hydro Electric plant and no water 
was being used for generating.  This means that all the water is going into the river and 
this may have caused the holt to flood. 
 
We also looked at the diet through spraint analysis to compare it with the 1999 survey.  
As before, Viviparus Blenny, Butterfish, Rockling and Sea Scorpion make up most of 
the diet but there was an increase in Shore Crab in the diet.  

 
Team Otter 
We had a lovely lot of entries for the children’s artwork competition and it was a hard 
decision to choose the winners – there were so many good ones.  In the end the 
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winners were: 
 
1st - Grace Maclean, aged 10, from Scotland with her beautiful drawing of a swimming    
otter! 
2

nd
 -  Alexis Keri-Nagy, aged 5, from England. 

 
There was a tie for 3rd place: 
Joint 3rd - Isla Caddell, aged 7 from Scotland with her poem which reads: 

"Otters are clever, 
  Otters are funny, 
  They can swim on their backs 
  And eat off their tummys!" 
 

Joint 3rd – Sidath Pathirane, aged 6, from Canada 
 

Congratulations to all the winners and you can see more entries on the website: 
http://www.loveotters.org/411847581  

 
We will be having more competitions in the future so look out for them.  But in the 
meantime, check out the Fun and Games at http://www.loveotters.org/411038442 - 
There are two quizzes for you to try, but we will be adding more.  There are also other 
games, a puzzle and maze and, you can even find a recipe for “Otter Cupcakes” 
 
Have fun! 
 

Education 
Otter education material for teachers 
As many of you know, we send all dead otters found in Scotland to 
Cardiff University Otter Project for post mortem.  They have been doing 
this work in England and Wales for many years now. 
 
They have recently shared some education material for use in the classroom to highlight 
the impacts that contaminants have on otters.  These are whole lesson plans covering 
topics about bioaccumulation, food chains and, literacy and numeracy skills.   
 

 
 
 
 

Food Chains 
 
This material can be downloaded at https://www.tes.com/member/otters3 
 
Otter education day in China (photos: ©Lala Peng, 

Chimelong) 
Lala Peng was a participant at our Chinese workshop 
last year and she recently contacted us to tell us about 
an education day she held at Chimelong Safari Park on 
19 November.   
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Here is what she said: 
“The activities went well at 19th.  I really appreciate your support and my wonderful 
volunteer. We explained the situation of otters to the visitors and the kids were great 
too.  We made badges as a gift and prepared mission cards with five missions or 
questions about diet, fur, and the illegal fur trade.  They wore an otter mask and took a 
little flag to find the answers at the Education Center.  When they came to the end there 
was more  
 
information.  So hopefully the visitors now know more about otters.” 
 
Lala works with the koalas at Chimelong and it is great that her enthusiasm at the 
workshop enabled her to do more to educate visitors about otters.   
 

African Otter Network (AON) (Images: ©AON) 
Jan Reed-Smith recently published the Network’s first 
year report and a summary is given below: 
AON was founded in September 2016 bringing together a 
group of biologists and conservationists concerned by the 
lack of knowledge about, and awareness of, Africa’s four 
species of otters. Its objectives are to create a network in 
order to gather information about the otters’ current status 
and distribution, as well as support range-country partners 
through fostering their research and conservation projects. 
Additionally, AON will identify key research areas and work 

to identify and assist appropriate researchers for these projects.  
 
The first year has led to some important accomplishments and the group should be 
pleased with the progress made.  
 
AON now has a website and Facebook page and a variety of education materials have 
been created which are on the website. Identification and information sheets have been 
translated into several languages; materials for children have been translated into 
Swahili; information and ID sheets also have been 
translated into Swahili, Kitamengo, and Kinyasa.  
 
Funds have been provided to:  

 Heatherwick Msaska (Malawi) to investigate otter 
hats and a survey 

 William Mgomo (Tanzania) for work with fishermen, 
villagers, school children, and fish pond owners and  
printing/supplies for school materials  

 Kikongo Otter Sanctuary (Democratic Republic of 
Congo) for supplies for forest restoration by the Boys 
club 
 

Networking efforts have paid off with some new information 
on otter presence in Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, The 
Gambia, Uganda, Benin, Gabon, Malawi, Kenya, Tanzania, South Africa, Morocco, 
Namibia, and the absence of otters in Ghana. At this time Rainforest International has 
put a priority on searching their database for otter records in areas where they have a 
known presence.  
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
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Work continues on the creation of a master bibliography of African otter literature 
(research, natural history, field ID, mentions in species surveys, etc.) and a master 
database of otter presence throughout Africa (historic and current). Information is being 
collected from literature, photos, reliable sighting reports, and verified information from 
the internet.    
 
Future Developments  
Discussions are beginning with AON members and potential partners for an African 
Otter/Living Wetlands-Working Wetlands workshop in 2019.  
A fisheries professor in Kissi, Kenya, has expressed an interest in exploring with AON 
the creation of a curriculum that could be included for his students. He is willing to 
explore the idea of a student(s) becoming involved and doing their graduate study on 
otters.  
 
There is a need for more networking with non-English speaking biologists who work in 
freshwater associated ecosystems that may use camera traps, or have seen otters/otter 
signs. We also need to network more with organisations that have conservation 
education outreach programmes in Africa to distribute otter education material.  
 
AON is looking for $400.00 to buy fencing materials to test at our alpha location in 
Tanzania, where otters are visiting fish ponds. Eventually, the idea is to try planting 
pineapple around the perimeter to exclude the clawless otter visiting and allow the 
owner to harvest the pineapple. This will help to alleviate problems between otters and 
fishermen. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has worked in various areas over the past year, we 
are making progress.  
 

https://africanotternetwork.wordpress.com/ 
www.facebook.com/africanotternetwork   
Email:  africanotternetwork@gmail.com   

 
If you would like to donate towards the fencing project please send a cheque marked 
“Tanzania Fencing” on the back or you can donate online at www.ottershop.co.uk and 
select “Tanzania Fencing”. 

 

News in Brief 
Creating a balance in nature 

All too often top apex predators 
are believed to destroy nature’s 
balance and be the reason for the 
decline in other species. This, in 
fact, could not be further from the 
truth. In 1995, 14 wolves were 
released into Yellowstone 
National Park and since then the 
results have been miraculous. 
Watch this video to see how 
wolves transformed the whole 
ecosystem.  

Screenshot credit: “How Wolves Change Rivers” Sustainable Human/ 
"Howling Wolves - Heulende Wölfe" 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
https://africanotternetwork.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/africanotternetwork
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
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https://www.facebook.com/AppreciateENG/videos/1700773490222456/ 

 
Forests and wetlands returned through a more balanced ecosystem and relationship 
between predators and prey.  Various birds and animals have come back including the 
beaver which was once extinct – the return of beavers also improves the habitat for 
otters. 
Things are no different for otters as top predators. Otters are misunderstood and 
blamed for a number of issues, when, actually they safeguard the future of  
habitats and other organisms. A healthy population of otters will ensure a healthy and 
balanced ecosystem for all species. 
 
Otters return to Chicago 
After an absence of over 100 years, otters have finally made a return to Chicago. It is 
unclear whether the otters originate from the reintroduction which took place in the 
1990s or immigrated from either Indiana or along the Des Plaines River. Whatever the 
case may be, it is positive for all wetland species which co-exist that otters are back in 
town as it means that habitats are clean and largely pollution-free.   
https://www.wbez.org/shows/worldview/otters-and-badgers-newest-apex-predators-in-
chicagoland/3e57c660-37dd-4491-be65-ec548be13478 
 

Another arrest for otter trading 
A Japanese woman was arrested at Bangkok’s Don Mueang International Airport for the 
illegal possession of otters, with 10 Asian short-clawed otter cubs (Aonyx cinereus) 
being found in her suitcase. Apparently she bought the otters from the city’s Chatuchak 
market for 1,000 Thai Baht each (around £23). The woman claims that she did not know 
that this was illegal and that she only bought them as she felt sorry for the animals. It 
makes you think, if she didn’t know it was illegal, why was she cramming the cubs into 

her suitcase? 
 
Unfortunately, this isn’t the first time this year that 
otter cubs have been seized at Bangkok’s airports 
destined for Japan. In February a man was caught 
attempting to smuggle 12 Asian short-clawed otters 
and in June another man was caught with 10 more.  
 
We have to ask, is this increase in activity a direct 
response to the Otter cafés which are opening in 
Japan?  

https://www.bangkokpost.com/news/crime/1351980/japanese-woman-arrested-for-baby-
otter-smuggling 

 
Otters found at Zhuhai, China 
IOSF’s training workshop last year was held at Zhuhai in southern China, and at the 
time there were no records of otters in the area so we could not do any field work to 
look for signs such as spraint and footprints.  Instead plaster casts of prints and spraint 
samples were brought to the workshop for participants to examine. 
 
But now it seems that otters are indeed nearby as they have been found on coastal 
islands just off Zhuhai City.   
 

An Asian small-clawed otter 
Photo: ©Reza Lubis 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AppreciateENG/videos/1700773490222456/
https://www.wbez.org/shows/worldview/otters-and-badgers-newest-apex-predators-in-chicagoland/3e57c660-37dd-4491-be65-ec548be13478
https://www.wbez.org/shows/worldview/otters-and-badgers-newest-apex-predators-in-chicagoland/3e57c660-37dd-4491-be65-ec548be13478
https://www.bangkokpost.com/news/crime/1351980/japanese-woman-arrested-for-baby-otter-smuggling
https://www.bangkokpost.com/news/crime/1351980/japanese-woman-arrested-for-baby-otter-smuggling
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Photo credit: Jamie Hall 
(Restoring Ratty, NWT, Keilder) 

A survey was started straight after the workshop in September using semi-structured 
interviews, transects and camera traps. This revealed that there had been a drastic 
decline in otter numbers and they were extinct on several islands. However, a remnant 
population of the Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra) was found on Hengqin Island but even this 
is under threat from loss of habitat due to urban expansion.  However the discovery 
does mean that they can look to protect remaining habitat and they are now planning 
more survey work which will hopefully reveal more populations of otters in coastal areas 
of China.  
 
The report on this survey can be found at 
http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/XXcPsEwiEFED81tnDKkQxw but it is in Chinese. 
 
Otters come to the rescue of water voles 
It has been reported that, thanks to otters, endangered water vole populations may start 
to recover following the release of around 700 water voles at Kielder Forest in 
Northumberland, UK, earlier in the summer. The water vole population dropped by more 
than 90% and Kielder was once a stronghold for these 
animals.   However they have been absent for more than 20 
years.  
 
So what was the role of the otters?  There have been a 
number of factors, but one of the main reasons for the 
decline in water voles is the American Mink, which increased 
throughout the country after escaping or being released from 
fur farms. Now it seems that these mink are being driven 
away from certain areas as they do not like sharing their 
habitats with otters.  As a result we are seeing a more 
favourable ecosystem for animals such as water voles to 
survive. 
 
The increased presence of otters, as well as foxes, stoats 
and owls, has ensured a more balanced ecosystem where all 
co-existing species can survive. 
 
This reintroduction project follows a similar successful release around Malham in the 
Yorkshire Dales last year. 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jun/15/ratty-returns-hundreds-of-water-
voles-released-in-uks-biggest-reintroduction  

 

Thanks 
We always value the help of all of our loyal supporters and followers.  There has to be a 
special thanks to those of you who have been with us on our 25-year journey and we 
look forward to continuing this with you.    
 
Wolfgang Gettmann in Germany has been a long-term 
supporter of IOSF.  He gives many talks with his 
rescued Asian small-clawed otter, Nemo, and has 
raised a lot of funds for the otters over the years.  Now 
he has translated our leaflet into German so that he can 
give it out at such events.   Thanks again Wolfgang.  
 
This month our thanks also go to The Thriplow 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/XXcPsEwiEFED81tnDKkQxw
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jun/15/ratty-returns-hundreds-of-water-voles-released-in-uks-biggest-reintroduction
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jun/15/ratty-returns-hundreds-of-water-voles-released-in-uks-biggest-reintroduction
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Charitable Trust, The Marjorie Coote Animal Charitable Trust, The Drapers’ Company 
and The Zoological Society of Hertfordshire 

 
Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 

Where all profits go to help otters 

Discover a wonderful selection of gifts for Christmas at the Otter Shop.  We have 
perfect stocking fillers too, and a small Christmas stocking gift. 
 
Our choice of Otter Adoption gift boxes remain firm favourites and are proving popular. 
www.ottershop.co.uk  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

    Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries:               Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family:  £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family:  £40.00 per year 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 

 

If you are reading this for the first time and 
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click 
here to sign up.   Please be assured that we 
will never pass on your details to any other 
party and you will only ever receive emails 
from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
http://www.pinterest.com/paulyoxon/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/39540399417/
https://twitter.com/IOSF/
http://internationalottersurvivalfund.tumblr.com/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx
http://otter.org/Public/News_Newsletter.aspx
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
http://www.otter.org/
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx

