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World Otter Day - Wednesday 31 May 2017 

 
Grand Raffle for World Otter Day 
IOSF is delighted to bring you the chance to win some otterly  
amazing prizes in our Grand Raffle. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st prize: A wonderful life-size carved otter sculpture by Mike Wood (base 55cm 
long) (http://www.mikewoodbird.co.uk).    This is a really stunning piece. 

 
2nd prize: An Otter Watching Day for two people on the Isle of Skye (for details visit 

http://otter.org/Public/Events_OtterWatchingDays.aspx) * 
 
3rd prize: A limited edition “Otter Pool” print by Pollyanna Pickering (143/250, 57 x 

39cm) 
 
4th prize: A beautiful Sea Otter print by Wendy Payne (mounted 40 x 36cm) 
 
5th prize: An IOSF Otter Adoption Gift Box 
 
6th prize: A signed copy of "Otters of the World" by Paul and Grace Yoxon 
 
7th prize: A gorgeous plush soft toy otter 
 
* Does not include transport to Skye or accommodation 
 
For a chance to win one of these items and to contribute towards World Otter Day, go 
to: https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/iosf/worldotterdayraffle 
 

e-Update 75, March 2017 

Join our IOSF mailing list and receive our newsletters - Click on 
this link: http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.mikewoodbird.co.uk/
http://otter.org/Public/Events_OtterWatchingDays.aspx
https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/iosf/worldotterdayraffle
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
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Kerr – is it safe to come out? 

 
Tickets cost just £5 each and are available from our JustGiving fundraising page.  Make 
sure once your donation has gone through, that you tick the box alongside “I'm happy to 
be contacted by ".  Justgiving can then share your contact details with us and we can 
issue you with a ticket number.  Entries will be taken up to noon on 2nd June 2017, the 
draw will take place on 5th June 2017 and all winners will be notified by email. 
 
Good luck! 
 
Your World Otter Day 

Visit http://www.otter.org/Public/MediaAndResources_Resources.aspx   for 
resources to help you.   
 
Please join us in this important campaign.  There are so many ways 
that YOU can help) including planning awareness events and 
fundraising to ensure our work continues. 
(http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx 

Don’t forget to tell us about your plans (enquiries@otter.org) and if 
you are organising an event we will include it on our events page 
and social media. 
 

Let Us Make the World Otter Aware! 
                   http://otter.org/Public/Events_OurCurrentEvent.aspx  

 

 

News from the Hospital 
The big news is that Kerr has 
gone back to the wild and the 
release was perfect.  We had 
chosen a lovely freshwater loch 
and it was a great day.  We 
opened the door and he took a 
while to decide whether he 
really was going to take the big 
step out into the big wide world.  
But once he put his foot into the 
water he was away.  He dived 
and then re-surfaced about 
10m away before diving again.  
He really was in his element as he made his way along the shoreline exploring this 
exciting new “pool”.  We watched for a while and then backed off to leave him to it. 
 
Ganga is a couple of months younger so we hope to be able to release her maybe in 
May.  For a long time whenever I went up I would find her curled up in her “nest” but 
now she has disappeared into a hole she has dug under her box.  I can already see 
signs that she is beginning to get restless so soon there will be another wild otter in the 
Highlands. 
 
Meanwhile Sofi and Noelle have grown a lot but are really hard to see.  They are still in 
a nursery pen but the moving hay is often all I see of them – certainly doesn’t make for 
a good photo! 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.otter.org/Public/MediaAndResources_Resources.aspx
http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx
mailto:enquiries@otter.org
http://otter.org/Public/Events_OurCurrentEvent.aspx
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Ganga 

 
As you know we also care for species other than otters and 
we have been over-wintering some hedgehogs.  With the 
warmer weather they have started to wake up and they are 
now outside to get ready for release. 
 
If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you 
can send a cheque marked "Hospital" on the back or make 
a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 
 

 
 

 
Calling all Schools! 
 
Do you, or any of your family and friends, have children that go to primary school? Do 
you think they would like to become Guinness™ World Record Breakers - and help 
save otters at the same time? If so, then Walk4Wildlife is the event for them! 
 
On Friday 19th May, primary schoolchildren all over the UK** will be 
attempting to set a new Guinness™ World Record (GWR) by taking 
part in the largest sponsored walk ever held anywhere in the world. 
 
And as well as (hopefully) breaking the world record, children will also 
raise money for a wide range of conservation and wildlife charities - 
including the International Otter Survival Fund. You can find out more information about 
the walk at www.walking4wildlife.com. 
 
** Schools in other parts of the world can also take part as long as they can walk at the 
same time so that they are included in the GWR attempt.  There are already schools 
interested in taking part in Namibia and South Africa.  
  
If you have children that are at primary school, please contact the headmaster or 
headmistress, or your child's teacher, and ask them to register for the Schools Walk 4 
Wildlife sponsored walk. When you contact the school, please ask them to raise money 
for the International Otter Survival Fund - one of over thirty conservation and wildlife 
charities taking part in the event. 
  
Also please tell other parents about this event and share it on social media. The more 
schools that raise money, the better for wildlife! 
 

Otters are Back in the Tyne 
Some of the rivers of the UK have had a bad reputation for the cleanliness of their 
waters – and this includes the Tyne with its close links to industries such as shipyards, 
coal mining and factories.  So the fact that otters are now back is a really good news 
story.   
 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://www.walking4wildlife.com/
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Eurasian Otter ©Ian Shaw 

Tonia Quance and Chrissie Room. 

 
Salmon and migratory sea trout are also back and the river is considered one of the 
best fishing rivers in England and Wales.  This has been helped by the Kielder salmon 
hatchery as well as improvements in water quality. 
 
Other species have also benefited by the environmental improvements such as 
freshwater mussels, seals (particularly common or harbour seals), native white-clawed 
crayfish, shelduck, redshank, lapwing, teal, goosander, cormorants, kittiwakes and other 
coastal birds. The list of fish has increased and some marine species such as flounder, 
cod, whiting, sprat and herring are being found as far upstream as Newcastle.  It is also 
thought that there may be small numbers of water voles. 
 
So well done to all those who have worked so hard to improve the water and the 
environment generally in this area. 
 

http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/otters-smelt-weird-wonderful-creatures-
12651380  

 

Otter Statue Unveiled in Bideford (Photos: Bideford Quay Project) 

Many people will know the book “Tarka the Otter” which was written by Henry 
Williamson and was set on the River Torridge in North Devon.  Now a bronze statue 
dedicated to Tarka has been unveiled near the old bridge in Bideford by the local mayor 
and mayoress, David and Louise Howell.  The statue was made by artist Rowan 
Fawdon of Bude-based Ash Tree Pottery and was commissioned by Bideford Town 
Centre Partnership, who raised £15,000 for the project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tonia Quance, of Businesses of Bideford (BOB) said: “We are so pleased that we have 
been able to move this project along so quickly from the conceptual idea in February 
last year.  Tarka the Otter was set on the River Torridge, which runs through our town 
and so we thought it was the perfect spot for the statue.  People will be able to sit on the 
wall next to him and take photographs.”  

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/otters-smelt-weird-wonderful-creatures-12651380
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/otters-smelt-weird-wonderful-creatures-12651380
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In addition to the statue they are also creating a unique Otter Book to show how the 
people of Bideford came together to make it happen with contributions from various 
other ottery people and organisations.  The book launch will be on 6 October which 
coincides with the 90th anniversary of the original printing of Tarka the Otter. 
 
Tarka also has his own facebook page where you can follow his exploits 
https://www.facebook.com/bidefordquay/  and is also on Google Maps and trip advisor. 
 
http://www.northdevongazette.co.uk/news/pictures_tarka_the_lucky_otter_unveiled_at_bideford_
quay_1_4928623  

 

Otter Visits Irish Supermarket 
Morning shoppers at the Tesco store in Castlebar, the county town of Mayo, in Ireland, 
had a surprise when an otter appeared among the aisles.  Apparently it had been seen 
crossing the busy roads from a nearby lake before going into the shop at 9am.  Of 
course the animal was very confused but a brave shopper managed to grab it and get it 
back to the lake.  But that wasn’t before the otter had given him a good bite.  An otter 
bite can be serious and so he had to go and get a tetanus injection afterwards just to be 
on the safe side.    
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/3084507/otter-in-tesco-video-county-mayo-ireland/ 

 
We remember a similar incident in our local garage/shop in Broadford a number of 
years ago.  An otter ran into the shop, grabbed a packet of bacon and disappeared out 
of the door before anyone could react.  Why it did that we will never know as it is not like 
becoming confused in a busy town like Castlebar.  
 

Austrian Otter Cull 
The latest information we have on this 
is that unfortunately the cull is to go 
ahead, even though we were told last 
month that it had been suspended. 
 
From April 2017 until the end of June 
2018 otters can legally be trapped, but 
the females are to be released.  Males 
will be killed.   
 
From 1 November 2017 until 28 
February 2018 any otter can be shot 
regardless of sex or age. 
 
Of course, we have to assume that 
people trapping the otters will be able to 

distinguish males from females in a box trap which is not easy, especially if the trap is a 
dark, solid, wooden box. 
 
It could be argued that the European Union Fauna and Flora Habitat Directive does 
actually allow for the possibility to reduce numbers of a species listed in Annex 4, such 
as the otter, but there are very strict preconditions.  These have not been fulfilled at all 
in the case of Lower Austria! Moreover the conservation status of otters in the Alpine  

http://www.otter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/bidefordquay/
http://www.northdevongazette.co.uk/news/pictures_tarka_the_lucky_otter_unveiled_at_bideford_quay_1_4928623
http://www.northdevongazette.co.uk/news/pictures_tarka_the_lucky_otter_unveiled_at_bideford_quay_1_4928623
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/3084507/otter-in-tesco-video-county-mayo-ireland/
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biogeographical zone is still unfavourable and yet 20 otters will be killed in that zone!  
Therefore even the Lower Austrian Law (Artenschutzverordnung) cannot do anything 
other than provide full protection!   Thus Lower Austria is violating its own laws! 
 
In spite of all our appeals the Austrian government seems set to ignore the EU 
legislation and its own laws to protect otters and the cull is to begin.  But we do not give 
up. 
 
AND WE NEED EVERY ONE OF YOU TO TAKE ACTION ON BEHALF OF THE 
AUSTRIAN OTTERS.  PLEASE. 
 
We would ask you to write to your MEPs and urge them to raise the matter with their 
other European colleagues, particularly those in Austria. 
  
If you go to https://www.mysociety.org/wehelpyou/contact-your-meps/ and enter your 
postcode you will be taken to a page where you can write to your local MEPs. 
 
You may like to write your own letter, but alternatively please feel free to cut and paste 
the letter below: 
 
Proposed Otter Cull in Lower Austria 
 
I do not know if you are aware but the authorities in Lower Austria have given 
permission for a cull of 40 otters. And yet otters are protected under the European 
Union Fauna and Flora Habitat Directive but Austria seems to be willing to ignore this 
legislation.  
 
This action is in response to appeals from fishermen stating that there are too many 
otters. I believe the number given for that part of Austria is 800 but we have seen no 
survey results to show on what this figure is based. Most surveys are done using spraint 
(droppings) but this cannot be used to give actual numbers and unless detailed DNA 
work has been done it is impossible to quote population figures. 
 
Otters are still recovering all over Europe from the disastrous drop in the mid-20th 
century. There is a lot of mis-information in the media that otter numbers are now high, 
but there is no evidence to show that; although otters are being seen in more areas, 
there may not actually be significantly more animals. It is well known that prey 
availability has been reduced and suitable habitat has been lost. How do we know that 
animals do not now have to travel further to gain sufficient food? 
 
The repercussions of this action are widespread. It will affect otter populations in 
neighbouring areas both within Austria and across borders into countries like the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia and probably also into Hungary. But it will also have far wider effects 
on countries, as fishermen will take this as a precedent for similar action to be taken in 
other areas – there have already been calls for a cull in England. 
 
Such a cull will not work. New otters will just move in to vacant territories and the 
problem will continue. People in the fisheries need to keep otters out and there has 
been a considerable amount of work done on how this can be achieved. 
 

http://www.otter.org/
https://www.mysociety.org/wehelpyou/contact-your-meps/
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I should be grateful if you would raise this matter at the European Parliament on my 
behalf. As the cull could start soon the matter is urgent. 
 
We also need to continue the petition (at 
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/423/975/569/) and raise more awareness of what is 
going on.  So please use your Facebook, Twitter, etc to put the message out that we will 
not stand for this. 
 
As someone said “It is unacceptable, like in the Middle Ages, not like in a modern 
democracy!” 
 
Thank you. 
 
 

 
 
 
A Census of Otters in the Corbett Tiger Reserve, India 
The Corbett Tiger Reserve, in the Nainital district of Uttarakhand, India, has an area of 
1,288 km2 and it has two species of otter – smooth-coated and Eurasian.  In 2008 a 
census was held in the tiger reserve which found 253 gharials, 95 crocodiles and 189 
otters, although it doesn’t specify which species.  Officials have now decided to re-
survey the Reserve using nature guides, volunteers, students and local people. 

 
The 2008 survey was carried out by 
Parag Madhukar Dhakate, CTR Director 
and Conservator (Western Circle) 
Uttarkahand, who said “There is a uniform 
distribution of these marine and semi-
aquatic animals throughout the tiger 
reserve. Maximum of these animals are 
spotted in Sona and Ramganga river, 
several water pools and spots like 
crocodile and champion point.  It’s very 
important to know the numbers as they 
speak of the conservation status and help 

us improve our strategies.”  
http://www.indileak.com/corbett-to-count-its-crocodiles-gharials-otters/ 

 

More Otter Cubs Found at Thai Airport 
In February, Police at Don Meung airport in Thailand arrested a Japanese man who 
was trying to smuggle 20 live wild animals in a cardboard box in his suitcase.  There 
were 12 young otter cubs, five owls and three hawks.  
 
The suspect was identified as 57-year-old Kazushi Yamamoto from Fukushima 
Prefecture and he said he had bought the animals at Chatuchak weekend market in 
Bangkok for 15,000 baht (approximately £350, US$435).  He claimed that they were to 
be raised as pets in his home?! 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/423/975/569/
http://www.indileak.com/corbett-to-count-its-crocodiles-gharials-otters/
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This is against the Wildlife Reservation and Protection Act of Thailand and if found guilty 
he could be sentenced to up to four years in prison and fined up to 40,000 baht 
(approximately £930, US$1,160). 
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/general/1206473/police-nab-japanese-man-for-smuggling-
wildlife 

 
Climbing Otters 
It is well known that otters can climb fences which is why we have overhangs on our 
otter pens to prevent them climbing out.  But a recent video from Singapore showed two 
smooth-coated otters climbing a ladder out of a drain – see link:   
http://www.thestar.com.my/news/regional/2017/03/06/video-shows-otters-adapting-to-city-living-
in-singapore-by-climbing-ladder/  

 
This was also seen in Kyle of Lochalsh, where an otter regularly climbed the ladders up 
to the pier.  We have also seen an otter squeeze up between a fishing boat and the pier 
side to get on to a fishing boat with a friendly fisherman. The otter used a technique 
similar to that used by climbers when they are climbing chimneys on difficult routes, 
which involves bracing yourself between the two solid sides and pushing upwards!  But 
it was well worth it for the otter as he had a special relationship with the fisherman who 
would always throw him a few bits of fish.  Amazing to watch. 
 

Otter Rescued by Firefighters 
A comical story emerged recently when firefighters at Abilene airport in Texas rescued 
an otter – a lost stuffed toy otter!  The firefighters used social media to try and find the 
owner but in the meantime gave “Ollie” the otter a ride in the yellow fire truck! 
 
We have had various photos of toy otters in different locations, but I think this is the first 
time we have had one being taken for a ride by firefighters. 
http://www.bigcountryhomepage.com/news/main-news/stuffed-otter-abandoned-at-abilene-
airport-firefighters-keep-him-safe/676992543 

 

Very Latest News from Tanzania (Photos: William Mgomo) 
We have just received the following email from William Mgomo in southern Tanzania: 

 
“Today (28 March) 
I visited two fish 
farmers in Mbinga 
district, and told 
them about the 
importance of 
preserving the 
Otter. One fish 
farmer told me that 

the day before yesterday he saw otter in river stream.  It was raining.  After I showed 
him the picture he said it was African clawless otter.  Here are some photos.” 
 
This is part of William’s continuing awareness work with his local communities.  By 
talking to the fish farmers he was able to show them that the spraint they found  
 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/general/1206473/police-nab-japanese-man-for-smuggling-wildlife
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/general/1206473/police-nab-japanese-man-for-smuggling-wildlife
http://www.thestar.com.my/news/regional/2017/03/06/video-shows-otters-adapting-to-city-living-in-singapore-by-climbing-ladder/
http://www.thestar.com.my/news/regional/2017/03/06/video-shows-otters-adapting-to-city-living-in-singapore-by-climbing-ladder/
http://www.bigcountryhomepage.com/news/main-news/stuffed-otter-abandoned-at-abilene-airport-firefighters-keep-him-safe/676992543
http://www.bigcountryhomepage.com/news/main-news/stuffed-otter-abandoned-at-abilene-airport-firefighters-keep-him-safe/676992543
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Sea Otter 
© April Severin 

 

 
contained mostly crab and not their fish.  This is so important as it helps the local people 
to realise the importance of otters in the ecosystem and that they are not a threat to 
their livelihood. 
 
We continue to support William and if you would like to help you can send a cheque 
marked “William” on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 

 
Good News for Sea Otters 
Fisheries in California have been lobbying for a “No Otter Zone” but a judge has upheld 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s decision to end the programme which excluded sea 

otters from parts of their historical range.  In fact 
the programme had already been shown to be a 
failure but it was also felt that it would harm the 
southern sea otter population. 
 
Fishery groups had already challenged the 
original decision to stop the Zone twice through 
the courts but Judge Gee declared that “the law 
does not require the Service to continue a failed 
and harmful program.” 
 
In 1986 the No Otter Zone was set up to placate 
fishermen as sea otters were moved to San 
Nicolas Island to try and create a second 
population.  However the population didn’t 
increase at the expected rate and many otters 
simply swam back to where they came from.  
Some otters also died during the process of the 
translocation.  So in 2003 it was decided to get 
rid of the No Otter Zone and since then the 
fishing lobby have been trying to bring it back. 
 
However there are still a number of threats to 

the sea otters from pollution, disease and problems with fisheries and so it has been 
confirmed that the No Otter Zone will not be brought back and it is hoped that the sea 
otters will expand their natural range. 
https://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2017/03/07/18797141.php 

 
And there is more good news … 

 

In mid-April State and federal taxes become due and in California the state form again 
allows people to tick a box to help sea otters through two programmes: 
 
Firstly, there is the California Sea Otter Fund which is noted as Code 410 on the Tax 
Form 540. This supports research and conservation to continue the recovery of the 
California sea otter population. For information, visit seaotters.org/checkoff/. 
 
In addition there is the “Protect Our Coast and Ocean” programme, which is noted as 
Code 424 on the Tax Form 540.  This is more of a general fund to help clean beaches, 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
https://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2017/03/07/18797141.php
http://www.seaotters.org/checkoff/
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restore habitat, prevent pollution and create awareness.  For information, visit 
coastal.ca.gov. 
 
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/environment-and-nature/20170311/dan-haifley-our-ocean-
backyard-support-coastal-stewardship-sea-otter-recovery-at-tax-time 

 
Charity Fuel Card 
You can now support International Otter Survival Fund when 
purchasing fuel for your car. 
 
Professional Charity Services and Certas Energy have got 
together to introduce the UK's 1st Charity Fuel Card. 
 
How it works: Certas Energy will donate to your chosen charity 
on every litre of fuel bought. An account can easily be set up, and once we have 
received your application we will then discuss your requirements. 
 
As an individual: any member of the general public can the benefits of a fuel card and 
and trust that a donation is made on every litre of fuel bought to your chosen charity. 
 
Find out more here: https://certas.charityfuelcard.com/about.html Also, consider your 
domestic oil supply – contact PCS. 

 
Register: follow this link https://certas.charityfuelcard.com/apply.html to find International 
Otter Survival Fund as your chosen charity and click on our logo.  You can then submit 
your details and register to participate. 
 
Corporates can join in too, so please encourage your employer to consider supporting 
us this way.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 
Where all profits go to help otters 

We have new products in our Perkins & 
Morley range including this key hook 
board, plus an exciting new design... 
Wildwood Otter (clock right) 
 
Perfect gift ideas.  
 
www.ottershop.co.uk  

 
 
 
 

http://www.otter.org/
https://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/checkthecoast/index.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/environment-and-nature/20170311/dan-haifley-our-ocean-backyard-support-coastal-stewardship-sea-otter-recovery-at-tax-time
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/environment-and-nature/20170311/dan-haifley-our-ocean-backyard-support-coastal-stewardship-sea-otter-recovery-at-tax-time
https://certas.charityfuelcard.com/about.html
https://certas.charityfuelcard.com/apply.html
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSearch.asp
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSearch.asp
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Regulated By Oscr 
(Office of the Scottish 
Charity Regulator) 

May 31st 

 
Thanks 
This month our thanks go to all of our supporters who have so kindly donated to our 
work, and also The Wills Trust, Rufford, Colchester Zoo Action for the Wild and Marchig 
Welfare Trust. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries: Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family: £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family: £40.00 per year 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 
 
If you are reading this for the first time 
and would like to receive all IOSF 
mailings, click here to sign up.   Please 
be assured that we will never pass on 
your details to any other party and you 
will only ever receive emails from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 
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