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“As we come towards the end of 2016 and the end of the Year of the Otter, we would 
like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has helped. You have raised funds. You 
have helped to make people more aware of otters and the problems they face. You 
have been such a great encouragement in our work, and this is so important to us. It 
isn't just the Otter Oscar winners that we want to applaud, although of course we are so 
proud of the efforts they have made.  EVERY SINGLE ONE OF YOU HAS HELPED 
OTTERS THIS YEAR AND WE THANK YOU FOR THAT. 
 
YOU are a vital part of our team and we look forward to working with you in 2017 to help 
the otters of the world.” 
 
Happy New Year 
 
Paul 
 

Otters of the World  
The last species we are going to look at is the spotted-necked otter in Africa, which is 
the smallest of the African species.  Just to add confusion, those who like to change 
scientific names have decided in their 
wisdom that the Latin name of the 
spotted-necked otter should change 
from Lutra maculicollis to Hydrictis 
maculicollis! 
 
The most obvious feature of this otter is 
clearly the spots on its neck and chest, 
and the patterns can be used to identify 
individuals.  Although they are generally 
small, on Rubondo Island in Lake 
Victoria, Tanzania, the males appear to 
be much larger than normal and may 
weigh as much as 9kg. 
 
Their behaviour also varies across their range.  Generally they hunt in shallow waters 
not far from the shore and as they appear to be quite clumsy on land they don’t go far 
from the water’s edge.  As they find their prey mainly by sight the water has to be clear 
and they hunt either in the day or at full moon.  However, in Rwanda they manage to 
hunt in quite turbulent waters with limited visibility and in South Africa they are more 
nocturnal.  Their prey is largely fish, crustaceans, molluscs and large insects, and like 
sea otters they sometimes use rocks to break open shells.  
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Spotted-necked otters are social animals living mostly in single-sex groups and working 
together to catch fish.  They have a variety of different calls including grunts and 
whistles and when a male group meets up with a female group it is a very noisy affair!  
Breeding doesn’t appear to be seasonal and there may be up to three cubs, who stay 
with their mother for about a year, or if the cub is female it may join the group. 
 
These otters have a wide distribution in sub-Saharan Africa, from Senegal to Ethiopia 
and down to South Africa, but their detailed distribution is not fully understood.  In April 
2003 IOSF was contacted by a fisherman from Guinea-Bissau who had found a live 
female otter in his fishing net – up until then there were no records of this species 
further west than Guinea.  DNA analysis of a single hair confirmed that it was indeed 
spotted-necked and fieldwork 
proved that there is at least a small 
population there. In 2010 an otter 
was seen on the lower Orange 
River in South Africa, which is 
1,200 km from the nearest known 
otters.   So clearly there is a lot 
more to learn about exactly where 
these otters live. 
 
For a long time the spotted-necked 
otter was listed in the Red List as 
“Least Concern”, largely because 
there was so little data, but they 
have now been upgraded to “Near 
Threatened” as numbers are still 
going down.  Of course there are 

the usual threats from man – habitat loss, overfishing, pollution, conflicts with 
fishermen, and pressure from an increasing human population.  In addition, they 
are taken as bush meat and also used in traditional medicines.  Such customs 
are part of the culture of certain African tribes and this makes it difficult to change 
attitudes.  Somehow, though, we have to show that traditions involving the use of 
wildlife for medicine and for improving virility are no longer acceptable. 
 

For more information on the spotted necked otter go to 
http://www.otter.org/Public/AboutOtters_OtterSpecies.aspx?speciesID=7      
You can also read more in Otters of the World available at www.ottershop.co.uk  
 

Otter Oscars 
The first ever Otter Oscar award winners were announced on 5 
December.  It was a really hard task to decide on the winners and in 
fact we couldn’t decide on certain categories and had to get help from 
others.  
 
So the winners are: 
 
Children: Abigail Rickels, England – a poster and money box to 
collect money for otters. (Photo right)  
 
Young People: Caitlin Beth Gillespie, Scotland – Member of St 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSCProduct.asp?ItmID=13935506
http://www.otter.org/Public/AboutOtters_OtterSpecies.aspx?speciesID=7
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
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Modan’s Eco Club. Researched otter and its ecology to create information poster 
 
Community Achievement: William Mgomo, Tanzania – 
visiting primary and secondary schools near Liparamba 
Reserve. (Photo right) 

 
Group or Organisation: University of Wyoming Student 
Chapter of the Wildlife Society, USA – Since 2001 over 
250 students have taken part in 31 surveys carried out 
twice a year on a river in Rocky Mountain National Park 
 
 
Research: Dr. Pablo César Hernández-Romero, Mexico – research into 
the ecology and conservation of the neotropical otter in six protected 
areas. (Photo right) 
 
Photography: David Jeffrey Chard, Wales 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Special Award: Budsabong Kanchanasaka, Thailand – has 
spent a lifetime studying otters, particularly in her home 
country of Thailand and has been an essential part of the 
IOSF team working on training workshops in Asia. 
 
(Photo: Budsabong (right) with Padma de Silva, Chair of the Asian Otter 
Conservation Network, taken at the Chinese workshop) 
 
 

Otter Attacks on People (Photo: news.nationalpost.com) 
Every so often we read about an otter attacking a human – in almost every incident it 
seems to be the North American river otter which is responsible.  One such incident was 
reported in Canada back in September with a headline of “Nature can bite back’: 
Doctors warn of otter attacks after one viciously punctures Quebec woman”  
(http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/doctors-warn-of-otter-attacks-after-one-viciously-

punctures-quebec-woman).   
 
In this case a woman in Quebec received several deep puncture wounds in her legs 
after being bitten while swimming in a lake in front of her holiday chalet.  She felt 
something sharp hit her leg and when she realised it was an otter she tried to scare it 
away but it kept coming and biting.  She managed to reach a dock and climbed out of 

http://www.otter.org/
http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/doctors-warn-of-otter-attacks-after-one-viciously-punctures-quebec-woman
http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/doctors-warn-of-otter-attacks-after-one-viciously-punctures-quebec-woman
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the water.  The woman was taken to hospital and given tetanus and rabies injections 
but no antibiotics, so the wounds became infected and 
she had to be given intravenous antibiotics. 
 
Here at IOSF we are fully aware of the risks of infection 
from otter bites, as our own Paul Yoxon ended up in 
hospital after being bitten by one of the otters in our 
care.  This is one of the reasons why we always warn 
people to stay away from wild otters and not encourage 
interactions such as those shown in a video of a man 
playing with a “friendly” wild otter 
(http://mytoba.ca/featured/video-day-man-plays-friendliest-

wild-otter-ever/).  It is fascinating to see but we would 
urge anyone who sees a wild otter not to think about 
copying it.   
 
So are otters really dangerous?  The article reports that 
in America there are roughly 800,000 medical visits per year as a result of animal bites 
but most of these are for land animals.  The article also reports that there have only 
been 44 other reports of otter attacks published WORLDWIDE since 1875. 
 
So clearly this is not normal behaviour and there must have been some underlying 
reason for this and the other attacks.  It may be that the animal felt threatened, 
especially if there were cubs nearby, but this is unlikely to have been the case in the 
Quebec incident as it was not in the breeding season for this species.  It could have had 
rabies, which is why she received a rabies injection.  Or it may have been an individual 
rogue animal, which presumably does happen. 
 
But overall, whilst these incidents are sensationalised in the media we have to put them 
into perspective.  It is a very rare occurrence but otters, like all wild animals must be 
treated with respect and we should avoid too close an encounter as far as possible. 

 
Philippines (photos: Diana J Limjoco) 
Some of you will remember Diana Limjoco from the Philippines.  She found herself with 
three very young Asian small-clawed cubs and her dedication to rearing these young 
animals was wonderful to see.  Unfortunately one 
died, but the other two are doing very well and go 
for daily forages in the local bay.  Diana took this 
great photo of one of them hunting under water. 
 
But it isn’t only the care of these otters which is 
important to Diana.  She is committed to the 
preservation of the environment to prevent 
proposed developments, which will destroy the area 
of Turtle and Binunsalian Bays on the island of 
Palawan.   
 
"Diana and her otters live in Turtle Bay, which is a beautiful small shallow bay 
surrounded by mangroves.  The mangroves act as sea life nurseries, and form a habitat 
for various assorted native and unique species, including a population of already 
vulnerable Asian small clawed otters, which occur only in Palawan."  The bays form an 

http://www.otter.org/
http://mytoba.ca/featured/video-day-man-plays-friendliest-wild-otter-ever/
http://mytoba.ca/featured/video-day-man-plays-friendliest-wild-otter-ever/
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Photo: Sea Otter – Tabea Lanz 

established marine sanctuary which has existed for 
many years and was declared a Biosphere Reserve by 
the United National Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). 
 
And yet the proposed development will be so large that 
it will severely damage the natural environment of the 
bays, and of course there will be severe damage to the 
ecosystem during the construction phase.   There was 
also no full public consultation as required by the 
Strategic Environmental Plan law. 

 
You can read more on Diana’s Blog at http://save-

turtlebay-palawan.blogspot.com and sign her petition at 
https://www.change.org/p/save-the-otters-and-other-wildlife-
in-turtle-bay-palawan  

 
Defenders of Wildlife Help Sea Otters 
Back in the July e-update we reported that a popular sea otter was killed on the road at 
Moss Landing in Monterey, California – he was known by various names including Mr 
Enchilada, Captain Moss and Digger.  So the Defenders of Wildlife decided to try and 
make sure this wouldn’t happen again. 
 
We don’t often think of roads being a problem for sea otters as they spend so little time 

on land but these otters go into the brackish 
estuary to feed and this is on the other side 
of the road.  There are culverts under the 
road which they use but when floodgate 
covers on the culverts are closed they have 
to cross over the busy road. 
 
The Defenders of Wildlife have been 
working with the Monterey County Public 
Works Department on the problem and now 
a speed bump has been installed on the 
road to slow down the traffic.  There were 

already warning signs but of course people ignored these, but now with the speed bump 
the drivers have no choice but to slow down. 
 
Cameras have also been installed to monitor how often the otters cross the road which 
will help to develop further protection measures. 
http://www.defendersblog.org/2016/12/making-difference-california-sea-otters/ 
 
 

New Reserve for Otters in India (artwork: Lyn Wells) 
The Indian Department of Forest, Environment and Ecology have declared 34km of the 
Tungabhadra river in Karnataka as an Otter Conservation Reserve.  The area is home  

http://www.otter.org/
http://save-turtlebay-palawan.blogspot.com/
http://save-turtlebay-palawan.blogspot.com/
https://www.change.org/p/save-the-otters-and-other-wildlife-in-turtle-bay-palawan
https://www.change.org/p/save-the-otters-and-other-wildlife-in-turtle-bay-palawan
http://www.defendersblog.org/2016/12/making-difference-california-sea-otters/
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to three species of otters – Eurasian, smooth-coated and Asian small-clawed otters, 
which have been hunted for their skins.  Anti-poaching teams are now to be formed and 

the area will be declared an otter sanctuary.  This will also encourage tourism to bring 
revenue to the area. 
 
The otters in the nearby rivers Cauvery and Kali are already protected as they are in 
tiger reserves, but until now the Tungabhadra had no protection.  In addition to the 
otters the river has freshwater crocodiles and giant soft-shelled turtles, which were also 
the target of poachers. 
 
There are still human pressures on the habitat.  Sand mining and the discharge of 
untreated effluents into the river are a problem.  There are villages along both sides of 
the river but it is important that the otters survive alongside the people as there will only 
be real protection if there is support from local communities.  The people will continue 
with their normal way of life once the reserve is officially declared a sanctuary but 
fishing and water usage will be regulated. 
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/lifestyle/travel/111216/on-the-banks-of-tungabhadra-a-home-for-
the-otter.html 

 
News from the Hospital 
Our latest arrival came on 19 December and was found just about 400m from our 
house!  We have, of course, been fortunate enough to 
watch otters from our house many times as we are right by 
the shore.  Recently we had been told of an otter crossing 
the road near to the vet surgery nearby, but we have not 
heard of any otters being hit by a car there.  However, a 
call came from the vet’s receptionist, Olivia, to say that 
there was a baby otter in her garden just across the road 
from the surgery! We went straight there and found this 
tiny bundle.  Apparently it had been calling since the 
previous day and so obviously something has happened to 
separate it from mum. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cub, a female, is now in a cub unit 
and tucking into her salmon.  We will 
keep you up to date on the Blog. 
 
 
 

                  Eurasian                                                Smooth-coat                                 Asian small-claw 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/lifestyle/travel/111216/on-the-banks-of-tungabhadra-a-home-for-the-otter.html
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/lifestyle/travel/111216/on-the-banks-of-tungabhadra-a-home-for-the-otter.html
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Ganga 

Kerr 

Ganga and Kerr continue to do well and are chomping through the 
fish!  We have overcome the problem of the crows stealing Ganga’s 
fish by putting it into a plastic pipe.  One thing which did surprise us 

was that we had to put the hose into 
Kerr’s pool as the water level was so low 
– we have never had to do that before in 
November, but then we haven’t had a lot 
of rain. 
 
The hedgehogs have put on quite a lot 
of weight and now they are in semi-
hibernation.  They sleep a lot and only feed about every 3-
4 days. 
 
If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary 
you can send a cheque marked "Hospital" on the back 

or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 

 
 
Otter, Journal of the International Otter Survival Fund 
In 2000, IOSF organised the first European Otter Toxicology Conference on the Isle of 
Skye and this was followed by a second conference, entitled “The Return of the Otter in 
Europe – Where and How” in 2003.  The proceedings of both of these were reported in 
the first and second issues of the IOSF Journal. 
 
It is now felt that we should produce an annual peer-reviewed scientific Journal with the 
next issue coming out in May 2017.  It will initially be online with a limited number of 
printed copies being made available later.  

 
Anyone wishing to submit a paper should contact enquiries@otter.org for a copy of the 
Journal guidelines for authors.  The deadline for the receipt of papers is 1 February 
2017. 

  
Where to Watch Otters in the UK 
The online Telegraph newspaper recently showed a video on “Where to see otters in 
the UK”.  While they did mention that otters are seen in Shetland and North West 
Scotland, their focus was on reserves belonging to the Wildlife Trusts.  Although the 
Wildlife Trusts do a good job and otters are present in some of their reserves, we do 
feel it is misleading to imply that these are the best areas to visit.   
 
The video also stated that the Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra) is the “world’s smallest marine 
mammal” – both the marine otter (Lontra felina) and the Asian small-clawed (Aonyx 
cinereus), which also live in the sea, are considerably smaller. 
 
We do find it frustrating when websites give incorrect information when it is so easy to 
check these facts. 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/safaris-and-wildlife/where-to-see-otters-in-the-uk  

 

 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@otter.org
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/safaris-and-wildlife/where-to-see-otters-in-the-uk
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Photo: Tommy Evans 

Good News for Otters in Pembrokeshire 
In April, volunteers from the Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales built an artificial 
otter holt at Pembroke Upper Mill Pond 
nature reserve and already there are 
signs that it is in use.  Dave Levell, a 
volunteer at the reserve found tracks 
leading to the holt and spraint nearby. It 
is already well known that the pond 
complex has a good population of otters 
and they use the reserve nearly every 
day but this is the first time that they 
have used a holt on the reserve, which 
is not open to the public.   
 
The work was funded by a grant from 
the Co-op Welsh Wildlife Heroes. 

http://www.walesonline.co.uk/business/farming/otters-take-up-home-new-12296358  

 

Otter Helps to Control Invasive Crayfish 
People have been enjoying watching an otter in 
the lake at Prior Park in Bath, but now it is also 
becoming popular with the National Trust for 
eating invasive crayfish.  Signal crayfish are not 
native to the UK and can cause a problem to 
native species by competing for food.  Numbers 
of the crayfish have been increasing in the lake 
and now that the otter is enjoying eating them it 
is helping to control numbers. 
 
 

http://www.bathchronicle.co.uk/otter-creates-a-splash-at-prior-park/story-29887482-
detail/story.html  

 

Otter on the Run in Swansea after Resting on the Wheel of a Bus 
People had a surprise early one morning when an otter was spotted wandering in the 
Swansea central bus station at 7am and then climbed onto the wheel of the number 14 
bus.  The RSPCA were called and a replacement bus was put on for passengers.  The 
otter was reluctant to leave the bus but when it did it ran into some bushes and 
disappeared.  It was last seen about 11am and the RSPCA are monitoring the situation. 
http://www.southwales-eveningpost.co.uk/otter-still-on-the-run-in-centre-of-swansea-after-more-
than-12-hours-after-resting-on-wheel-of-bus/story-29820170-detail/story.html  

 
We remember a similar event here several years ago, in fact in 2009.  We were called 
down to the cottage on Eilean Ban, near Kyleakin, by the Skye Bridge, which had been 
home to Gavin Maxwell and was now a holiday home.  The current visitor, Julia, had 
come out to her vehicle and found an otter on the axle of her car! When we arrived, sure 
enough there was the tail hanging down like a bell-rope!   
 
This was not easy to deal with and when we tried to encourage it out, the animal 
dropped onto the road, only to climb into the engine!   

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/business/farming/otters-take-up-home-new-12296358
http://www.bathchronicle.co.uk/otter-creates-a-splash-at-prior-park/story-29887482-detail/story.html
http://www.bathchronicle.co.uk/otter-creates-a-splash-at-prior-park/story-29887482-detail/story.html
http://www.southwales-eveningpost.co.uk/otter-still-on-the-run-in-centre-of-swansea-after-more-than-12-hours-after-resting-on-wheel-of-bus/story-29820170-detail/story.html
http://www.southwales-eveningpost.co.uk/otter-still-on-the-run-in-centre-of-swansea-after-more-than-12-hours-after-resting-on-wheel-of-bus/story-29820170-detail/story.html
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This time there was nothing we could do but 
wait and hope it would come out when it was 
ready.  We left the gate open and formed 
barriers to try to discourage it from going 
further on to the bridge and by later that 
afternoon it had gone.  It was a good thing the 
driver spotted it in the first place. 
 

Festive Song Inspired by Otter 
Encounter 
A band called Ceffylau Lliwgar from Meirionnydd in west Wales released a single for 
Christmas about a true incident when a band member, Dafydd Rhys, came face to face 
with an otter on Christmas Eve.   

 
The song called ‘Dyfrgi Dolig’ meaning “Otter Christmas” is also a protest song about 
the commercialisation of Christmas. 
 
The song was recorded by Gwyn Maffia Jones at his mobile studio at Caban Cader Idris 
last month – You can hear it at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eU0aZ6IYf9Q&feature=youtu.be. 
 

Positive Action by the Mull Otter Group (photo: Mull Otter Group) 
Over the last 4 years at least 66 otters have 
died on the roads on Mull – the number will, 
of course, be higher as some animals will 
never be found.  It seems that the otters are 
not using culverts and so Mull Otter Group 
members have erected roadside warning 
signs and reflectors at black spots.  The 
reflectors work by reflecting the headlights 
of an approaching car to form a light barrier 
which means that the otter will cross once 
the light has gone. 
   
We have used such reflectors at black 

spots on Skye and they have also been used in Orkney.  They work well in quiet areas, 
but of course where there is a lot of traffic they are not so successful as there is a 
constant light barrier and the otters become used to it. 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14962638.Traffic_lights_for_otters_to_be_installed_on_Mull/ 
 

Scientists Use Otter Fur as an Example to Develop Wetsuits 
Scientists at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) have been looking at the 
insulating properties of otter and beaver fur to help develop better wetsuits.   Unlike 
seals and cetaceans, otters and beavers don’t have a thick blubber layer and instead 
rely on their fur to keep warm in cold waters.  There is a thick insulating inner fur which 
is protected by long guard hairs to keep it dry.  The quality of the fur has long made 
them a target for hunters but the insulating properties are improved by air trapped 
amongst the hairs of the inner fur.  In fact, according to Alice Nasto, lead author of the 
paper and a graduate student at MIT, “Air is about 20 times less thermally conductive 
than water, which means it is an excellent insulator. When a layer of air is trapped 
between skin and cold water, it provides protection against the cold.” 

http://www.otter.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eU0aZ6IYf9Q&feature=youtu.be
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14962638.Traffic_lights_for_otters_to_be_installed_on_Mull/
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Photo: Felice Frankel  

 

Alice and her colleagues found that if an animal dives quickly, like an otter does, more 
air is trapped in the inner fur.  At the moment wetsuits are made of heavy neoprene 
rubber but air is 10 times more insulating than this material.  So if a wetsuit was made 
from something which replicates the insulating properties of the inner fur it would be far 
more efficient and less heavy (see photo below).  This would be ideal for surfers, 
particularly those who carry out their sport in 
cold waters. 
 
Anette (Peko) Hosoi, co-author of the paper 
and professor of mechanical engineering at 
MIT said “People have known that these 
animals use their fur to trap air but, given a 
piece of fur, they couldn’t have answered the 
question: Is this going to trap air or not? We 
have now quantified the design space and 
can say, 'If you have this kind of hair density 
and length and are diving at these speeds, 
these designs will trap air, and these will not.'   Which is the information you need if 
you’re going to design a wetsuit." 
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2016/1006/How-otter-pelts-are-revolutionizing-human-wetsuits 

 

Citizen Science? 
At a recent board meeting we were discussing the value of citizen science as this 
seems to be increasing in popularity.  For example some organisations are using 
volunteers to provide information on certain species instead of running official surveys.   
 
A positive side of it this is that it creates awareness in the public and can also generate 
funds as people become involved.  It also helps people to feel that they are involved 
and that conservation is not just confined to scientists. 
 
However, you cannot always be sure that the data is correct, unless it is then checked 
by an experienced surveyor, who could have done it in the first places 
 
The Humboldt State University River Otter Citizen Science Project is just one group 
trying to co-ordinate sightings to provide data.  Their research assistants want 
information on river otter sightings and locations so that they can investigate the status 
of the local river otter population in the Humboldt and Del Norte counties and use it to 
assess the whole coastal wetland ecosystem. Elizabeth Meisman from the Project said 
that this is the longest running database of river otters in the world. 
 
Whilst the aims of the project are to be commended, unless the people sending records 
KNOW what they are seeing it can make the data unreliable.  After all, in this country 
we get a lot of records of otters which turn out to be mink.  So although citizen science 
can play an important role in conservation it has to be monitored carefully. 
 
If you think you have seen an otter in the Humboldt area, you can send in your record at 
http://www2.humboldt.edu/wildlife/faculty/black/research/ottersentry.html or check out their 
Facebook page. 
http://thelumberjack.org/2016/10/15/you-otter-consider-citizen-science/  
 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2016/1006/How-otter-pelts-are-revolutionizing-human-wetsuits
http://www2.humboldt.edu/wildlife/faculty/black/research/ottersentry.html
http://thelumberjack.org/2016/10/15/you-otter-consider-citizen-science/
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 Year of the Otter Grand Raffle 
You still have time to enter our great Year of the Otter raffle and grab one of our great 
prizes.  The draw will take place on Friday January 6th 2017 and all winners will be 
notified by email. 
 

You could win some otterly amazing prizes in our Grand Raffle. 

 

1st prize: An Otter Watching Day for two people on the Isle of Skye (for details visit 
http://otter.org/Public/Events_OtterWatchingDays.aspx)  

 

2nd prize: A beautiful patinated cold cast bronze low relief sculpture by the artist 
David Burt 

 

3rd prize: A wonderful soft toy otter from Hansa, standing approx 50cm tall (he's 
big!) 

 

4th prize: An IOSF Otter Adoption Gift Box 

 

5th prize: A signed copy of "Otters of the World" by Paul and Grace Yoxon 

 

6th prize: A copy of "Alone" by D J Brazier - an exciting otter themed adventure 
book for older children 
 
For a chance to win one of these items and to help the IOSF Year of the Otter appeal, 
go to: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/YearoftheOtter-Raffle  
 
Tickets cost just £5 each and are available from our JustGiving fundraising page.  Make 
sure once your donation has gone through, that you tick the box alongside “I'm happy to 
be contacted by ".  Justgiving can then share your contact details with us and we can 
issue you with a ticket number.   
 

  
 
Animal Friends Insurance 
Thanks to the generosity of Animal Friends Insurance IOSF has 

just received £6,752.   
 
This was through a voting competition on Facebook or 
Twitter and we would like to thank everyone who voted 

for the otters.  And we must also say a big thank you to Animal 
Friends Insurance for giving us this opportunity – check them out at 

www.animalfriends.co.uk 

 
We are very grateful to our supporters in the UK and other countries who have donated 
towards our work this month.  We know it is an expensive time of year, so your support 
is very much appreciated. 
 
Thanks to… 
The Salamander Charitable Trust, the Neil and Pauline Pettefar Charitable Trust, the 
keepers and volunteers of Friends of Paradise Wildlife Park, Wolfgang Gettmann and 
Nemo, and to everyone who has given so generously over the past month, some even 
having donations made to IOSF instead of Christmas presents. 
 
 

http://www.otter.org/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/YearoftheOtter-Raffle
http://www.animalfriends.co.uk/
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Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 
Where all profits go to help otters 

Discover these new and exciting bold and quirky designs from the UK by Perkins & 
Morley.  We have greetings cards (blank for your own message), a note book, coasters, 
clocks and a chalk board and you can find them here www.ottershop.co.uk  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries: Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family: £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family: £40.00 per year 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 
 
If you are reading this for the first time 
and would like to receive all IOSF 
mailings, click here to sign up.   Please 
be assured that we will never pass on 
your details to any other party and you 
will only ever receive emails from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 

 

Images ©IOSF unless otherwise indicated 
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