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Otters of the World  
This month’s otter species is the North American river otter (Lontra canadensis) and 
actually this has come at a very opportune time with the recent release of a report on 
the trade in otter furs in North America. 
 
But before we discuss that, let’s have a brief look at the animal itself. 
 
The North American river otter is a large animal with the usual otter colouration of dark 
brown above and lighter below, but one of its distinguishing features is its big nose!  
Otters are generally happy to eat whatever they can catch and these otters are no 
different – in fact there is a 
photo of one which had caught 
a snake, a non-native python. 
 
Socially their behaviour can 
vary in different parts of their 
range – sometimes they are 
largely solitary but in other 
areas they live in family groups 
or groups of bachelor males 
with no apparent leader.  
However, they don’t seem to 
co-operate when hunting or 
share prey. 
 
Although they are called “river 
otters” they live in a variety of 
habitats including on the coast, and from the cold waters of northern Canada to the 
extreme heat of the Mohave Desert in Nevada.   
 
These otters face the usual problems – pollution, habitat loss, disturbance, competition 
with fisheries.  There are also various predators which will take them, including 
alligators, bobcats, cougars, coyotes and wolves.  But of course, the most dangerous 
predator is man. 
 
Otter hunting has gone on since the arrival of the European colonists and otter furs 
were a very valuable product traded by the Hudson’s Bay Company.  By the beginning 
of the 20th century numbers had dropped so drastically that they were extinct in large 
parts of their range from Pennsylvania to northern Georgia, through the Midwest-south 
of Michigan and Minnesota and west to Utah.  Reintroduction programmes began in the 
1970s and numbers increased.  So what did they do then?  They began to trap again!!  
In fact trapping is now allowed again in 14 of the 20 states where they were 
reintroduced.  It is hard to believe that when an animal is brought back from extinction 
they then decide to kill it again. 

e-Update 71, November 2016 
 

Join our IOSF mailing list and receive our newsletters - Click on 
this link: http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx


www.otter.org                                                                                                                            IOSF e-update no. 71 November 2016 

2 of 9 

 

                                  
                    

 

British Animal Honours 2013 
Wildlife Conservation 

Award Winner 
IFAW Animal Action 
Award Winner 2012 

Regulated By Oscr 
(Office of the Scottish 
Charity Regulator) 

In 2009 we looked at all the trapping 
figures for river otters from official 
government department records for both 
USA and Canada.  This gave us a total of 
just under 40,000 per year but we were 
criticised for exaggerating the figures, 
even though they came from official 
sources.   
 
In May 2016 the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) published 
“World Wildlife Crime Report: Trafficking 
in protected species” 
(http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-

analysis/wildlife.html).  In Chapter 5 on 
“Fashion” it quotes the 2013 CITES Trade 
Database which documented wild-sourced exports of close to 50,000 river otter skins. 
 
So clearly we were actually under-estimating the figure by 25%! 
 
And bear in mind that this is for fashion for export to countries in Europe (including UK), 
Japan, China and Korea.    
 
Paul has written a Blog with more on this subject which you can find at  
https://paulyoxonblog.wordpress.com/2016/10/25/stop-the-otter-fur-trade-in-america-and-canada/  

 
So please support our work to campaign against this.  You can donate online at 
www.ottershop.co.uk and please put “American river otters” in the message box. 
 
Many thanks. 
 
For more information on the North American river otter go to 
http://otter.org/Public/AboutOtters_OtterSpecies.aspx?speciesID=10    
You can also read more in Otters of the World available at 
www.ottershop.co.uk  
 
 

Otter Oscars 
As we come towards the end of the Year of the Otter, the Otter Oscars nominations 
have now closed.  We have been delighted with the response to this but, as much as 
we would like to, we simply can’t give an award to everyone. 
 
The results will be announced on 5 December on our Blog. 
 

New Book Raises Funds for Otters 
Annamarie Beckel is an ecologist by training, who has also worked as a science writer 
at the University of Wisconsin.  Annamarie now lives in Ontario and has just published 
her fourth novel called “WEAVING WATER”.  This is a book about otters, healing a 
human heart, and finding hope for an Earth imperilled by environmental destruction.  
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSCProduct.asp?ItmID=13935506
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/wildlife.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/wildlife.html
https://paulyoxonblog.wordpress.com/2016/10/25/stop-the-otter-fur-trade-in-america-and-canada/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://otter.org/Public/AboutOtters_OtterSpecies.aspx?speciesID=10
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
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Addy de Jongh 

Ecologist, Beth Meyer has lost hope for the future of Earth’s wild places and the wild 
creatures that call them home. Still she yearns to do 
something that matters. She jumps, perhaps 
foolishly, at a chance to study river otters, a species 
recently designated a valued ecosystem 
component. 
 
Just days after Beth begins her project on a pond in 
central Newfoundland, she meets her contrary 
neighbour, Mattie MacKenzie. Living in a world filled 
with secrets and magic, Mattie confounds Beth’s 
scientific understanding at every turn. Ungrounded, 
Beth finds herself pulled inexorably toward an affair 
with Mattie’s nephew, Dan, who has begun to help 
her with her research. 
 
Through her ever-deepening encounters with otters 
and with Mattie, Beth discovers that there is far 
more to otters, to the Earth, and to herself than 
meets the Western scientific eye. Hope, both for the 
Earth and for herself, lives in the heart of the 
mystery that is wilderness. 
 
Annamarie has said that all royalties from WEAVING WATER will be donated to 
the International Otter Survival Fund and World Wildlife Fund Canada.   
Many thanks Annamarie. 
 
You can find out more about AnneMarie at www.annamariebeckel.com 

 

News from the Netherlands 
Our good friend Addy de Jongh from Stichting Otterstation 
Nederland recently posted some good news on Facebook: 
 
“VICTORY 
Finally! The Province of Zuid-Holland has given in and 
decided to give a subsidy of €300.000 for 3 otter tunnels in 
the Nieuwkoopse Plassen not far from Amsterdam. Since 
January 2014 this area has been recolonized by otters, 
and birth has taken place several times, but this new otter 
meta-population was under threat of becoming extinct 
again due to the risk of getting killed on local roads. We 

have teamed up with the local nature management NGO, Natuurmonumenten and 
Margherita Bandini to fight for 3 otter tunnels at 3 dangerous places. All means were 
used. The petition which was started by Margherita was a tremendous success. In total 
17.836 people signed this petition! A lot of them were you, otter lovers and loyal readers 
of my otter messages. Thank you all so much! You can see, petitions and proper 
protests matter!” 
 
Well done Addy, Margherita and everyone else involved. 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.annamariebeckel.com/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10210626269161723&set=a.1620002908768.2088087.1497279722&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10210626269161723&set=a.1620002908768.2088087.1497279722&type=3
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Kerr 

We also have to congratulate Addy on the 30th anniversary of his Dutch otter 
conservation charity, Stichting Otterstation Nederland (http://www.otter.to/)   So much has 
been achieved during this time with the return of otters to the Netherlands. 
 
 

Animal Friends Insurance 

 
IOSF has the opportunity to win a percentage of £20,000 thanks 
to the generosity of Animal Friends Insurance.  

 
And YOU can help simply by voting for us through their 
Facebook link: http://tinyurl.com/jhwbnan  

 
There are three charities including IOSF in this 

competition and the amount we receive will be based on the percentage of 
shares and retweets in a 1st, 2nd and 3rd order.  
 
This competition will run until 4 January 2017 – so please, get voting and sharing so 
that we can raise as much as possible for the otters. 
 
 

News from the Hospital 
Winter has arrived on Skye, and as I write I can 
see the snow on the hills.  It is very beautiful and 
a lot better than the rain and wind we normally 
have at this time of the year.   
 
Both Ganga and Kerr are collecting their own 
bedding from their enclosures but as it has been 
so cold we have topped them up with some hay.  
Ganga (left) was having problems with crows 
stealing her fish so now we hide it in a pipe 
which they can’t get into. 
 

 
As you know, we don’t just care for otters, and at the moment we have two small 
hedgehogs which came in from Kyle of Lochalsh.  They are both perfectly healthy – just 
underweight for hibernation. 
 
In Greece, Penelope gave us some bad news.  
Apparently someone broke into their rescue 
centre and left the window open where the otter 
was being kept, so he escaped.  Despite their 
best endeavours they could not find him again 
and all we can hope is that maybe they have 
given him a good enough start for him to find his 
own way in the wild. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.otter.to/
http://tinyurl.com/jhwbnan


www.otter.org                                                                                                                            IOSF e-update no. 71 November 2016 

5 of 9 

 

                                  
                    

 

British Animal Honours 2013 
Wildlife Conservation 

Award Winner 
IFAW Animal Action 
Award Winner 2012 

Regulated By Oscr 
(Office of the Scottish 
Charity Regulator) 

A smooth-coated otter  
(Lutrogale perspicillata) 

The cubs in Germany and Finland are doing well.  Sara 
Randström from Finland sent us this photo (left) of her 
two.   
 
 
 
If you would like to support our cubs in the 
Sanctuary you can send a cheque marked "Hospital" 
on the back or make a donation online at 
www.ottershop.co.uk 

 
 
 

 

OTTER, the Journal of the International Otter Survival Fund 
As IOSF becomes more involved in research and practical conservation throughout the 
world, we felt it was time to bring back the IOSF Journal.  There have already been two 
issues:  No 1 – Proceedings of the First Otter Toxicology Conference  Published in 
2002 and No 2 – Proceedings of the European Otter Conference “Return of the 
Otter in Europe – Where and How?”, held on the Isle of Skye in 2003 
Published in 2007.   
 
Now we intend to make this an annual publication called “OTTER, The Journal of the 
International Otter Survival Fund”.  The first issue will come out next spring and we are 
inviting people to send their scientific papers which promote otter conservation.    
 
Anyone who is interested should contact enquiries@otter.org for a copy of the guidelines.  
The deadline for submission is 1 February 2017. 
 
 

Otter Records in Singapore 
We have been reporting on the Singapore otters in previous updates but now there is a 
project recording sightings of these animals.  Dr Sivasothi and Dr Xu Weiting from the 
Department of Biological Sciences in the National University of Singapore have set up a 
website where people can submit their records - 
http://sivasothi.com/mammal.  
 

The information will be shared with other researchers in 
Singapore and can be used to suggest student projects 
and further research.  It isn’t only otters which can be 
recorded as they are interested in all mammal records, 
including marine mammals, and would also welcome 
any photos. 
 
For further information contact mammal@sivasothi.com 
 

Advent Blog 
As last year, we shall be having an advent Blog to count down to Christmas.  This will 
include the usual Blog news, otter facts and other interesting ottery features.  So check 
our Blog each day to see the latest on all things Otter. 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@otter.org
http://sivasothi.com/mammal
mailto:mammal@sivasothi.com
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Photo: Phil Perry, www.pperrywildlifephotos.org.sz 

Photo: Wolfgang Gettmann 

“Happy Birthday Nemo!” 
Many of you will be familiar with Nemo, the Asian small-clawed 
otter, in Germany who helps our friend Wolfgang Gettmann to 
raise funds for otters. 
 
On 19 November, Nemo celebrated his 11th birthday and instead 
of gifts Wolfgang asked for people to donate to IOSF.  We very 
much hope Nemo and Wolfgang enjoyed his birthday 
celebrations. 
 
 

Giant Otters of Peru 
Manu National Park in south-east Peru is well known for its wildlife, including giant 
otters.  Now it has been identified as the place with the greatest terrestrial species 
diversity in the world.  Scientists from the Tropical Ecology Assessment and Monitoring 
(TEAM) Network analysed nearly 40,000 photos taken by camera traps at 16 sites 
worldwide.  These included sites in other parts of South America and also Africa and 
Asia, including the Bwindi Impenetrable National Park in Uganda, Pasoh Forest 
Reserve in Malaysia, Yasuni National Park in Ecuador and the forest of Manaus in 

Brazil.  And they found that the 
Manu National Park has been the 
best preserved since 2014.  The 
park is situated between the high 
Andes and the low Amazon basin 
and this has given rise to 14 
different ecosystems with a great 
variety of species.   
 
The giant otters of Manu have been 
studied as part of a long term 
project since the 1990s.  Already in 
1994 it was recognised that giant 

otters are very popular with tourists and this can contribute considerably to the Peruvian 
economy.  Giant otters live in groups and are very vocal and so are relatively easy to 
find.  In the past this made them vulnerable to hunters but now it makes them attractive 
to nature lovers.  Sometimes the animals will approach a canoe and “periscope” while 
making loud noises – this is not them being inquisitive but rather trying to drive the 
intruder (canoe) away. 
 
Whilst nature tourism can provide a welcome financial boost to local economies, if not 
controlled it can cause disturbance to the wildlife.  Gold mining is also a threat to the 
otters and although it is not such an important industry as previously, the legacy of the 
mercury used to extract the gold is a hazard to both the otters and local people.  There 
are also threats from small-scale agriculture which clears the buffer zone forests for 
cultivation, and possible developments for oil and road construction. 
 
However, with the continued work of the TEAM network we can hope that the great 
biodiversity of the Manu National Park will be maintained  http://tinyurl.com/zcrnj22 

 

 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://tinyurl.com/zcrnj22
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Iraqi Marshlands       © Omar F. Al-Sheikhly 

 

Iraq Marshes Named a World Heritage Site 
In spite of the environmental destruction during the reign of dictator Saddam Hussain, 
the Iraq marshes have now been named a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.   
 
The area in the south of the country has four archaeological sites and three wetland 
marshes.  It is also the only place in the world where Maxwell’s Otter, Lutrogale 
perspicillata maxwelli, can be found.  The otter was named after Gavin Maxwell, author 
of “Ring of Bright Water”, who brought up a cub from Iraq which he named Mijbil.  Mijbil 
turned out to be a new sub-species. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Iraq has two otter species, the Eurasian and “Maxwell’s otter” but the latter is only 
known in the Mesopotamian marshes of south Iraq.  Saddam Hussain was not the only 
one responsible for damaging the marshes, as back in the 1960s there was already 
large-scale drainage.  By the time Saddam had gone the marshes had shrunk by 93% 
but now more than half of the marshes have been restored and their indigenous fauna 
and flora are spreading back.  
 
Omar Al Sheikhly and Mukhtar Khamis Haba, from the University of Baghdad and 
Filippo Barbanera from the University of Pisa in Italy, are studying Maxwell’s otters.  
Omar told us that Maxwell's otter lives in very dense and remote areas, which makes it 
hard to find.  However they have samples from animals which were sadly killed by local 
fishermen and these are being used for genetic studies.   
 
In 2013 Omar said “Both, me and my colleague, Mukhtar, who is also involved with the 
project, admit that working in the field nowadays is a difficult challenge for us, and we 
are willing our situation will recover soon.”  Hopefully with this recognition from 
UNESCO things will improve. 
 
Iraq has been seeking world heritage status for the marshes since 2003 and now finally 
UNESCO has recognised the effort of those involved in the habitat restoration.  They 
said “The Ahwar of southern Iraq – also known as the Iraqi marshlands – are unique, as 
one of the world’s largest inland delta systems, in an extremely hot and arid 
environment.”  The Iraqi prime minister is rightly delighted and he thanked “all those 
who contributed to this success.” 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jul/18/iraqi-marshlands-named-as-unesco-world-
heritage-site 

http://www.otter.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jul/18/iraqi-marshlands-named-as-unesco-world-heritage-site
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jul/18/iraqi-marshlands-named-as-unesco-world-heritage-site
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 Year of the Otter Grand Raffle 
You could win some otterly amazing prizes in our Grand Raffle. 
 
1st prize: An Otter Watching Day for two people on the Isle of Skye (for details visit 
http://otter.org/Public/Events_OtterWatchingDays.aspx) 
 
2nd prize: A beautiful patinated cold cast bronze low relief sculpture by the artist 
David Burt 
 
3rd prize: A wonderful soft toy otter from Hansa, standing approx 50cm tall (he's 
big!) 
 
4th prize: An IOSF Otter Adoption Gift Box 
 
5th prize: A signed copy of "Otters of the World" by Paul and Grace Yoxon 
 
6th prize: A copy of "Alone" by D J Brazier - an exciting otter themed adventure 
book for older children 
 
For a chance to win one of these items and to help the IOSF Year of the Otter appeal, 
go to: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/YearoftheOtter-Raffle  
 
Tickets cost just £5 each and are available from our JustGiving fundraising page.  Make 
sure once your donation has gone through, that you tick the box alongside “I'm happy to 
be contacted by ".  Justgiving can then share your contact details with us and we can 
issue you with a ticket number.  The draw will take place on January 6th 2017 and all 
winners will be notified by email. 
 

Thanks 
We are very grateful to our supporters in the UK and other countries who have donated 
towards our work this month.  We know it is an expensive time of year, so your support 
is very much appreciated. 
 
We are also grateful to the E M Tyler Charitable Trust and Alice Noakes Memorial Trust 
for their donations, along with Matt Harrison at A.C.E. Target Sports, Minot Zoo Crew, 
John Noorani and Jenny Briggs. 
 
 

‘Santa Saves Christmas’… 
is a new, free and fun computer game to enjoy. 
 
The game has been designed and produced by Doug Lapsley 
(www.citrus-media.co.uk), a good friend of IOSF and who also 
designed our otter.org website. 
 
Fun and laughs are only a click away 
http://mobileappsapi.azurewebsites.net/unity/santasaveschristmas/?3 

And you can also find it on our children’s web site 
http://www.loveotters.org/411111384  
 
 

http://www.otter.org/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/YearoftheOtter-Raffle
http://www.citrus-media.co.uk/
http://mobileappsapi.azurewebsites.net/unity/santasaveschristmas/?3
http://www.loveotters.org/411111384
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Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 
Where all profits go to help otters 
 

What better gift for the otter lover in your life 
than an IOSF Otter Adoption gift box.  We have 
two great choices – with an IOSF calendar and 
pen or, a soft, plush otter.   
 
Its popular, so make your purchase soon! 
 
You can find lots of other ottery ideas at the Otter Shop including our 2017 otter 
calendar www.ottershop.co.uk  
 
 
 
 

You can follow us on: 

      
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries: Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family: £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family: £40.00 per year 
 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 
 
If you are reading this for the first time 
and would like to receive all IOSF 
mailings, click here to sign up.   Please 
be assured that we will never pass on 
your details to any other party and you 
will only ever receive emails from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 

 

Images ©IOSF unless otherwise indicated 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.pinterest.com/paulyoxon/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/39540399417/
https://twitter.com/IOSF/
http://internationalottersurvivalfund.tumblr.com/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx
http://otter.org/Public/News_Newsletter.aspx
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
http://www.otter.org/
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx

