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Otters of the World (marine otter photos ©Jose Luis Bartheld) 
The marine otter (Lontra felina) is the subject of this month’s Otters of the World.  It is 
also known as the seacat or in Chile, it is called the chungungo. 

 
It is a small otter (only up to 1m long) and 
weighing up to 5kg.  They are generally dark 
brown on top and lighter underneath, with pale 
patches on the throat, chin and cheeks.  Their 
feet are fully webbed but also they are hairy 
underneath to protect the soft pads from the 
hard rocks on the coastline where they live.  
 
They live almost exclusively on the coast and 
they seem to prefer exposed coastlines with 
high wave energy, where they use caves as 
holts.  Occasionally they will visit estuaries and 
rivers but they don’t seem to like sandy 
beaches. 
 
The thing which makes them different is that 

they don’t seem to need much freshwater as they live in areas with very little rainfall.  
Other species using the coastal area, like our own Eurasian otter, need freshwater to 
wash the salt out of their fur but the fur of marine otters has a different structure.  The 
guard hairs are very long and almost hard so that they protect the otter when it is being 
buffeted against the rocks.   
 
Marine otters are found in the cold temperate regions along the Pacific from Peru to 
Tierra del Fuego with the largest population in Chile.  So clearly their fur is extremely 
important to keep them warm.  Because of the lack of freshwater they spend a lot of 
time grooming to keep this in good 
condition and spend less than 30% of 
the day in the water and reduce dive 
times to prevent chilling. 
 
They eat a lot of crustaceans, 
especially the kelp crab, which they 
catch using their front feet to feel along 
the seabed.  It is also easier to catch a 
crustacean quickly than spending a lot 
of energy chasing after a fish. 
 
There can be quite a lot of otters in an area if conditions are right, but they do not live in 
groups.  The males and females only come together to breed but it is not certain 
whether or not there is an actual breeding season as cubs have been seen at various 
times of the year in different areas. 
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As with all otters, hunting was a serious problem and their fur was often used to make 
shoes. Fortunately they are now well protected and so there is less pressure from this, 
although some illegal hunting still takes place in the south for traditional purposes.  
 
Now a bigger threat is from fishing and competition with fishermen.  It has been found 
that fishermen will actually chase them with their boats to try and kill them, especially in 
winter and spring when there is less fish available to man and otter. Otters also drown in 
nets. 
 
But probably the biggest threat is from habitat loss and pollution, both 
linked to the construction of infrastructure for tourism and the change 
of native forests to non-native commercial plantations. 
 
Some research has been done on the marine otter but there is still a 
lot to learn. 
 
For more information on the marine otter, go to 
http://www.otter.org/Public/AboutOtters_OtterSpecies.aspx?speciesID=5 
and you can also read more in Otters of the World available at 
www.ottershop.co.uk  
 
Funds raised by The YEAR OF THE OTTER will go into the conservation of the 
marine otter – please help. 
 
 

Year of the Otter 
 
 
So what are you doing for the YEAR 
OF THE OTTER?   
 
We have now had eight months of the YEAR and people 
all over the world are thinking more about otters.  Our 
posters have been translated into 28 languages including 
Chinese, Persian and Swahili, and these can be 
downloaded at 
http://www.otter.org/Public/MediaAndResources_Resources.aspx   
 
So if you haven’t already done so, please download the 
posters and distribute them in your own area.  We 
need as many people as possible to find out about 
otters and how important they are to our ecosystem. 

 
 

 
 
Otter Oscars 
We are still looking for nominations for the Otter Oscars, which will be presented 
annually, beginning in December 2016.  We are looking for people who have done 
something outstanding to help otters or to create more otter awareness.  There are 
various categories:   

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSCProduct.asp?ItmID=13935506
http://www.otter.org/Public/MediaAndResources_Resources.aspx
http://www.otter.org/Public/AboutOtters_OtterSpecies.aspx?speciesID=5
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://www.otter.org/Public/MediaAndResources_Resources.aspx
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(Photo taken at 4.42 am on 16 
September2008) 

 Children (12 and under),  
 Young People (13-18 years),  
 Group, Community Achievement,  
 Research,  
 Photography and, 
 a Special Lifetime Achievement award.   

 
You can find out more at http://www.otter.org/Public/News_StopPress.aspx and remember 
nominations have to be in by 1 November 2016. 
 
Friend and Board member, Andy Rothwell, has set himself a personal challenge in aid 
of IOSF.  In September he is planning to paddle around the entire coastline of the Isle of 
Wight [approx. 60 miles] in a sea kayak.  He wants to increase awareness of otters and 
raise funds to support the work of IOSF.  You can help him achieve his target at:  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/OttermanIOW 

 
And remember we also want to raise funds to support projects to help otters.  
Please donate through our fundraising page https://buzzbnk.org/otters  Even if you 
cannot donate a lot, it all counts and it all goes to the otters. 
 
Year of the Otter Give-Away… 
Don’t forget, if you are taking part in a sporting event to support IOSF and 
otters this year, we have sports drink bottles to give-away.   
 
Get in touch and tell us about what you are doing.  We will be happy to 
include the details on our events page and support you through social 
media.  enquiries@otter.org  

 

New Discovery by Cardiff University 
As you know we are working with Cardiff University Otter Project 
who carry out post mortems on Scottish otters.  Recently they found 
nematode worms in the stomach of one of our Scottish otters – 
which has almost never been found in otters from England and 
Wales. 
 
This shows how unexpected information can be revealed by post 

mortem and why it is always worth doing these examinations. 
 
Thanks to Cardiff University for their help with this. 
 
Find out more about the work of the Project at 
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/otter-project.  
 

Camera Trap Photos 
We have been collecting data through camera traps at 
one particular site on Skye for the past nine years and it 
has revealed a lot of important data.   
 
For one thing it was believed that freshwater otters were 
largely nocturnal while coastal otters were active 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.otter.org/Public/News_StopPress.aspx
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/OttermanIOW
https://buzzbnk.org/otters
mailto:enquiries@otter.org
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/otter-project
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Broch 

throughout the day.  However we have 
obtained many photos of the otters during 
the night and so it seems that they are 
actually active day and night and basically 
feed for a while and then rest for a while.   
 
                                                                             
For many years we have known that otters 
use freshwater pools to wash the salt out of 
their fur and yet we didn’t often get photos of 
this.   
 

Then when we checked the camera on 3 August we found video of an otter washing, 
which you can see at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Fd6PsZsFiA  

 
It all goes to show how valuable such long term research is, not just for monitoring the 
otters but for the other information on behaviour that it reveals. 
 
 

ChariTable Bookings 
“Whether for business or for pleasure, enjoy making 
reservations at 1 of 4,709 restaurants via ChariTable 
Bookings in the knowledge that £1 NET for EVERY diner 
will be donated by the restaurant to 1 of 7,586 charities of 
your choice at absolutely no cost to you.” 
 
IOSF is a charity registered at https://charitablebookings.org, 
so before making your reservation visit the ChariTable 
web site to discover your nearest participating restaurant 
and help otters. 
 
 

News from the Hospital 
Since last month, things have been very busy.  Of course, we are working on the China 
workshop but we also received another cub from Glenelg.  
 

The cub was found hiding in a garden 
after his mum was killed on the road and 
Lizzie Sanders who found him quickly 
phoned us to arrange for his transfer to 
Skye.  Lizzie, and her husband Nick, 
came by the old traditional ferry crossing 
on board the “Glenachulish” from 
Glenelg to Kylerhea where we met them. 
 
The ferry is run by the Skye Ferry 
Company (http://skyeferry.co.uk/) and 
crosses to the mainland following the old 
drove roads and they are well used to 
seeing a variety of wildlife.  But even 

http://www.otter.org/
https://charitablebookings.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Fd6PsZsFiA
https://charitablebookings.org/
http://skyeferry.co.uk/
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Ganga 

they wanted to take a peek at their unusual passenger. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
He is about the same age as our other new cub, now named Ganga, and once he has 
been through a period of quarantine they will be introduced to each other. 
 
So how did Ganga get her name?  Thanks to everyone who took part in the competition 
to name her.  We had a great response and received so many name suggestions for the 
new cub, that it was a difficult task. 
 
However, after some discussion, we decided on the name "Ganga", which was 
submitted by Rahul Kumar.  Rahul told us that back in 2000 in India, a smooth-coated 
otter cub was rescued from poachers by a man called Sushant Dey (known locally as 
Rana).  Rana hand-raised the cub and cared for it over 8 years and it was called 
'Ganga' after the holy river of India in which it was rehabilitated in 2008.  You can read 
more about the story at http://www.wti.org.in/oldsite/archives/2008/06/13/hand-reared-otter-

being-returned-to-the-wild/  
 
Today Rana has almost lost his 
sight and Rahul hopes this will bring 
a smile and happy memories of his 
old otter Ganga – and so do we.  
We have sent Rahul an IOSF otter 
adoption gift box and he has told 
Rana about it.  In fact, there has 
been some media interest in the 
story in India, and so Ganga is doing 
a great job of creating otter 
awareness there for the Year of the 
Otter. 
 
We are keeping the list of names you have all submitted with a view to providing a 
name for other un-named cubs that arrive at IOSF.  So in future, you might read about 
an otter with your suggested name.  However our new cub is a male and so we have 
chosen the name “Broch” after the famous archaeological Glenelg Brochs. 
 
Last month we told you about some cubs we were helping with in Finland and Germany, 
and since then we have also been involved with one in Greece. 
 
We were contacted by Penelope Karagianni on behalf of Action for Wildlife  
(http://www.drasi-agriazoi.gr) in northern Greece after they received a baby otter. 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.wti.org.in/oldsite/archives/2008/06/13/hand-reared-otter-being-returned-to-the-wild/
http://www.wti.org.in/oldsite/archives/2008/06/13/hand-reared-otter-being-returned-to-the-wild/
http://www.drasi-agriazoi.gr/
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Photo: ©Action for Wildlife, Greece 

Photo: ©Sara Randström, Finland 

Penelope told us that people heard 
screams at the port in Chalkidiki and 
saw the mother otter with two 
distressed cubs.  She was trying to 
move them but she couldn’t get them 
out.  People tried to help by moving 
the cubs to a nearby small beach and 
then left them for the mother to come 
back.  Next day sadly they found one 
cub dead and the other one hiding in 
the rocks.  No sign of mum – it seems 
that she must have been frightened 
off by the whole experience. They did 
try again to reunite the cub with the 
mother but with no luck. 

 
So now they are caring for it at their centre.  It is about two months old and is eating 
well. 
 
Although they know that otters are present in the wetlands near the port, this is their first 
otter and so we are on hand to give advice.   
 
In Germany, Geranda too now has a second cub, called Davie.  She was very 
concerned about him when he seemed to develop distemper-like symptoms.  But tests 
revealed that it wasn’t this serious disease but possibly some other sort of respiratory 
infection. 
 
Fortunately Davie was still in quarantine so there was no chance that he could pass 
anything on to Otmar.  Since then the two cubs have been introduced to each other and 
they get on very well, despite early nips and shouts.  Otmar is also showing Davie how 
to swim and Geranda told us “After approximately one hour Otmar just walked off with 
Davie at his side to a new favourite hiding/resting place. They are a really sweet couple 
and I am happy that they now can forget about humans and all grow up as otters.” 
  
And finally in Finland, Sara Randström told us that 
the babies are doing well and growing. They weigh 
about 1500 grams each, they don't like being 
weighed so that's approximately as they move 

every second...😊 two weeks ago they were 936g 

each!”  So all seems to be going well there, too. 
  
 
 
If you would like to support our cubs in the 
Sanctuary you can send a cheque marked 
"Hospital" on the back or make a donation 
online at www.ottershop.co.uk 

 
 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
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Chinese Workshop 
As I write this we are finalising the plans for the Chinese Otter Workshop and we leave 
Skye on 1 September to travel to Zhuhai.  We were hoping to have 30 participants but 
have been delighted with the response as we now have 33 people coming, including 
two people from Nepal.  We will be joined on the opening evening by Mr Matthew Rous, 
HM Consul-General Guangzhou, and it is great to have his support.    
 
The main emphasis of the workshop is on education and public awareness, which is so 
important.  We have said so many times that otters are largely overlooked, with the 
main focus being on high profile species such as tigers and elephants.  And so if we can 
encourage these people who are coming from all over China to go back and highlight 
the drastic situation with otters it will make a big difference.  During the workshop we will 
be carrying out some practical education work at the Ocean Park in Zhuhai, both with 
children and with adults. 
 
We will keep in touch from China so keep your eyes on our Blog 
(http://www.otter.org/Public/News_Blog.aspx)  

 

Singapore Otters (photo of Smooth-coated otters ©Dr Bivash Pandav) 
People’s attitudes can change so very quickly once wildlife starts to impinge on their 
activities.  We have read a lot in the press over recent months about the otters in 
Singapore and how much the people are enjoying watching them.  In fact it now seems 
as if there are 50 otters living there.  
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/new-video-showcases-footage-of-50-strong-otter-
population-in-singapore 

 
The Straits Times even had a poll to choose the most popular subject to represent 
Singapore’s 51st year and the public chose the Bishan family of otters, known as the 
Bishan 10.  It seems that this is because they are so family-oriented, which is very 
important to people in Singapore.  One member of the public said "They are a tight-knit 
family and look out for each other, which is what Singaporeans are all about - helping 
each other regardless of race, language or religion."  Another said "They almost 
represent some form of togetherness that we can aspire to."  
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/st-readers-choose-bishan-otters-to-represent-singapore-
in-her-51st-year 

 
How quickly people can change and not everyone is happy.  In Sentosa they are being 
called a “nuisance” as they take fish out of residential ponds and even out of ponds at 
luxury hotels.  Some people have erected barbed wire fences, but looking at the article 
below we don’t think a “Keep Out” sign will work! 
 
However, fortunately it seems as if more people are in support of the otters and the 
Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority who receive reports of sightings of otters say that 
very few have been about them being a nuisance.  The Otter Working Group is working 
to find a solution to the otter problems. 
http://news.asiaone.com/news/singapore/otter-nuisance-sentosa 

 
If you want to see some fun cartoons about the issue go to 
http://www.tnp.sg/news/singapore-news/they-otter-know-better  

 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.otter.org/Public/News_Blog.aspx
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/new-video-showcases-footage-of-50-strong-otter-population-in-singapore
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/new-video-showcases-footage-of-50-strong-otter-population-in-singapore
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/st-readers-choose-bishan-otters-to-represent-singapore-in-her-51st-year
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/st-readers-choose-bishan-otters-to-represent-singapore-in-her-51st-year
http://news.asiaone.com/news/singapore/otter-nuisance-sentosa
http://www.tnp.sg/news/singapore-news/they-otter-know-better
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African Otter News 
Exciting News from the Democratic Republic of Congo 
What a surprise we had when we opened an email from Glen Chapman in Kikongo: 
 
"Delphin got word from kids that they had seen an otter in a local stream. Delphin went 
down and brought me back a picture of a footprint, so I sent him down there with the 
motion camera. 
 
What a surprise to see TWO otters!" 
 
You can clearly see in the photos taken from the video that first a larger otter passes by, 
closely followed by a smaller one, the cub. 
 

 
 
                                  

                                    
 
                                                                   
 

                                                                      
 
 
 

http://www.otter.org/
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Photo ©Jessica Simmons/ 
http://vancouverisland.ctvnews.ca 

More otter signs in Tanzania 
William Mgomo continues with his work in Liparamba Reserve and recently he found 
spraints on the River Nakahulu.  He has found evidence in this locality before, so clearly 

this is a good area for the otters. 
 
William wants to resume his education work 
with the communities in Liparamba.  The 
weather will be turning wet in November, so 
October is the ideal time for this. 
 
If you would like to donate to help 
William continue this valuable work 
please send a cheque market “William” 
on the back or you can donate online at 
www.ottershop.co.uk.  Thank you. 
 
 

Eagles and Otters 
Recently video footage was put on the net which shows a bald eagle boldly swiping the 
fish out of an otter’s paws.  It is great footage and well worth a look. 
http://vancouverisland.ctvnews.ca/caught-on-cam-bold-bald-eagle-snatches-fish-out-of-otter-s-
paws-1.3023831  

We mentioned this to our friend and Board member, 
Jackie West, and apparently someone saw a 
juvenile golden eagle which did the same to an otter 
at Gruinard, on the west coast of Scotland.  
Unfortunately they didn’t manage to get a photo or 
video of that incident. 
 
But I remember years ago seeing footage from 
Norway of white-tailed sea eagles harassing otters 
for their prey.  Apparently the recovery of these 
eagles in Norway has been helped by feeding on 
otter left-overs! 
 
 

 

Wildlife Threat from Microbeads 
You may remember that back in the e-update in February 2015 we wrote about the 
threat to wildlife from microbeads.  These are tiny plastic particles which are contained 
in some products such as body scrub and toothpaste.  These plastics absorb other 
pollutants and enter the food chain when they wash into the seas and are eaten by fish.  
Of course, this then puts otters at risk when they eat the contaminated fish and large 
plastic pellets have been found in otter spraint. 
 
Every year, a staggering 86 tonnes of these microbeads are released into the 
environment just from facial exfoliants. And these figures are just for the UK.  Some 
cosmetic companies have made a voluntary commitment to stop their use by 2020 but 
now the cross-party Environmental Audit Committee are calling for the UK government 
to take tough action and ban these beads by 2017. 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://vancouverisland.ctvnews.ca/caught-on-cam-bold-bald-eagle-snatches-fish-out-of-otter-s-paws-1.3023831
http://vancouverisland.ctvnews.ca/caught-on-cam-bold-bald-eagle-snatches-fish-out-of-otter-s-paws-1.3023831
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Teko (photo: courtesy  
Laurence Broderick Sculpture 

This is a really positive step and we all hope the government takes notice and acts. 
http://www.aol.co.uk/news/2016/08/23/plastic-microbeads-in-hygiene-products-should-face-
outright-ban-by-2017-say-mps/?icid=maing-grid7%7Cmain5%7Cdl1%7Csec3_lnk1%26pLid%3D-
1649535355_uk  
 

Have You Seen an Otter in Germany? 
For the past 15 years Aktion Fischotterschutz has been collecting data 
on otter distribution in Germany and they have a group of trained 
volunteers who help.  They have now set up a new website, 
http://www.otterspotter.de, to encourage more members of the public to 
help and which allows people to input data online instead of filling out 

long registration forms.   
 
All the data obtained will be checked and for this Aktion Fischotterschutz is working 
closely with the Lower Saxony State Office of Nature Conservation (Landesamt für 
Wasserwirtschaft, Küsten- und Naturschutz, NLWKN) and other state agencies. 
 
The OTTER SPOTTER website was funded by the Lower Saxony Bingo Environment 
Foundation. 
 
The site also includes a lot of information about otters, how to recognise secondary 
signs (footprints, spraint), current knowledge of distribution and much more.  There will 
also be an English version of the site soon. 
 
 

Coming Events 
Internationally renowned sculpture, Laurence Broderick, 
famous for his beautiful otter sculptures, also Joint 
President of IOSF, is opening his Black Barn Studio to the 
public at  
Waresley, Cambridgeshire. 
8-9 October 2016 and 15-16 October 2016 
Open Studio Gallery and Garden 
Between 11am and 4pm 
 
Find out more: http://www.laurencebroderick.co.uk/exhibitions-

lb.html  

 
 

Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 
Where all profits go to IOSF 

 
 
You can sit comfortably with these lovely Tom Frost 
design cushions, featuring otter and owl.   
Buy both together and save 15%. 

http://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSCCatalog.asp?CatID=1563127 

 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.aol.co.uk/news/2016/08/23/plastic-microbeads-in-hygiene-products-should-face-outright-ban-by-2017-say-mps/?icid=maing-grid7%7Cmain5%7Cdl1%7Csec3_lnk1%26pLid%3D-1649535355_uk
http://www.aol.co.uk/news/2016/08/23/plastic-microbeads-in-hygiene-products-should-face-outright-ban-by-2017-say-mps/?icid=maing-grid7%7Cmain5%7Cdl1%7Csec3_lnk1%26pLid%3D-1649535355_uk
http://www.aol.co.uk/news/2016/08/23/plastic-microbeads-in-hygiene-products-should-face-outright-ban-by-2017-say-mps/?icid=maing-grid7%7Cmain5%7Cdl1%7Csec3_lnk1%26pLid%3D-1649535355_uk
http://www.otterspotter.de/
http://www.laurencebroderick.co.uk/exhibitions-lb.html
http://www.laurencebroderick.co.uk/exhibitions-lb.html
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSCCatalog.asp?CatID=1563127
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Thanks 
The Walker 597 Animal Trust, Nurtured by Nature, Wolfgang Gettmann, Judith Eble, 
Daphne Neville, the Animal Defence Trust, The Ian Keith and Sylvia Keith Charitable 
Trust. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can follow us on: 

      
 
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries: Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family: £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family: £40.00 per year 
 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 
 
If you are reading this for the first time 
and would like to receive all IOSF 
mailings, click here to sign up.   Please 
be assured that we will never pass on 
your details to any other party and you 
will only ever receive emails from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 

 

Images ©IOSF unless otherwise indicated 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.pinterest.com/paulyoxon/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/39540399417/
https://instagram.com/iosf_otters/
https://twitter.com/IOSF/
http://internationalottersurvivalfund.tumblr.com/
http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx
http://otter.org/Public/News_Newsletter.aspx
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
http://www.otter.org/
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx

