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Seasons Greetings  
from all at IOSF 

 
                                                 
 

 
 
e-Update No 36 December 2013 

 
The IOSF Team 
Over this past year we have been looking at what IOSF has done throughout our 20 years 
and we are sure you will feel that a lot has been done in otter conservation.  We could not 
have done any of this without the help of many, many special people and we are grateful to 
them all.  But we thought for the last month of the year we would introduce ourselves. 
 

Grace and I co-founded IOSF in 1993.  We had watched our very first wild otter on a cold 
spring morning on 8

th
 March 

1985.  We weren’t looking for 
otters but were fossil hunting on 
the shore at Glasnakille, near 
Elgol, on the Isle of Skye.  The 
otter climbed out onto a rock 
right in front of us and from that 
moment we were captivated and 
wanted to do more to help 
conserve these wonderful 
animals.   
 

I now act as Head of Operations 
and I am also responsible for 
fundraising and a lot of our social 
networking through Facebook 
and Twitter.  In 1999 I completed 
my PhD on the otters of the Isle 

of Skye and the way they use the coastal zone.  I was trained as a geologist and so it was 
fascinating to see that this was closely related to the geology.  As our otters are coastal they 
must have freshwater in order to wash the salt out of their fur, and the availability of 
freshwater pools is related to the porosity of the rocks.  I continue my interest in research and 
enjoy the opportunity to tell people about otters through lectures and talks throughout the 
country. 
 

Grace and I met while studying geology at Keele University but she also studied biology.  She 
had always wanted to work with children and so it was natural for her to take on the role of 
education.  For many years she ran a wildlife club for primary school children in Broadford 
and now she visits children’s groups on Skye and parts of the mainland, including schools, 
nurseries and Brownies. 
 

She is also responsible for the day to day running of the otter hospital.  Obviously she is not a 
vet but she works closely with our own vets and has developed a network of people with 
experience in otters throughout the world who can give practical advice and help. 
 

Janet joined us in 2000, just at the time of our first Skye international otter conference on the  
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effects of pollutants on otters.  Previously Janet had 
worked in a veterinary practice in Derbyshire before 
moving to Skye in 1988.   
 

Janet is responsible for maintaining the databases and 
dealing with enquiries from supporters and members of 
the public.  So I’m sure many of you will already have 
been in touch with her. 
 

Helen became a member of the team in 2002 when she 
became manager of the Broadford Tourist Information 

Centre, which we ran as a 
wildlife information centre for 
four years.  She then joined us 
in the office and now she 
makes sure that the online Ottershop runs smoothly.   
 

Together with Janet she sources all the items for sale and deals 
with outlets who sell our books.  Helen is also very artistic so we 
rely on her to do any artwork which is needed. 
 

And we mustn’t forget Jackie Nelder, who was with us when IOSF 
was born and helped to get us up and running.  She stayed with us 
for many years and was an important member of the team but she 
has now moved down to Cornwall. 
 

So from us all we would like to thank you for your support over the first 20 years and we look 
forward to taking more steps forward in otter conservation with your help.  We would like to 
wish you all a very happy, healthy and peaceful 2014. 
 

 
Paul Yoxon 

 
Scientists Identify the World’s Most Irreplaceable Protected Areas 
Scientists have recently published a paper which identifies those protected sites of the world 
which are most important to prevent extinctions of wild species.  The aim is to enable 

international collaboration in protecting 
biodiversity. 
 
78 sites in 34 countries have been 
identified based on habitats through the 
World Database on Protected Areas and 
the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.  
Sometimes we question the Red List as the 
way it is produced is extremely complicated 
and we aren’t always convinced that it is 
accurate.  Some species are classed as  
“Least Concern” even though we know little 
about their distribution and status in the 

Janet 
Helen 

Spotted-necked otter (Jan Reed Smith) 
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wild – this includes the three African species of Congo clawless, African clawless and spotted 
necked otter.  And yet such protection as acknowledged in this report is based on this data.  
Nevertheless we have to welcome any actions which will afford better conservation of the 
world’s otters. 
 

Many of the areas are already recognised as 
sites of ‘Outstanding Universal Value’ under 
the UNESCO World Heritage Convention.   
Some of these are important for otters, such 
as the Manu National Park in Peru with its 
giant otters, and the Western Ghats of India.  
Here there are three species – the Eurasian, 
smooth-coated and Asian small-clawed.  This 
area has the highest human population 
density among all biodiversity hotspots and it 
is under severe threat from a variety of man-
made activities.  The loss of forest cover in 
the area has been so rapid that out of the 
original extent of 182,500 km2 of primary vegetation only 12,450 km2 (i.e. 6.8%) remains. It is 
also known that from 1920-1990, 40% of the original natural vegetation was lost for cultivation, 
coffee and tea plantations and hydroelectric reservoirs. So this recognition could prove vital for 
the otters and other wildlife here. 
 

However half of the land identified in the report does not have such World Heritage 
recognition.  An example is the Udzungwa Mountains National Park in Tanzania, which has 
African clawless otters.  Sites like this are prime candidates for World Heritage status which 
would afford better protection. 

This study does not look at increasing the 
number of protected sites but rather improving 
the real protection for existing sites.  Finances 
always come into these issues but the study 
does provide a means for governments to make 
sure that any funds are directed to the most 
vulnerable areas.  Let’s hope that this will be a 
real benefit to all wildlife and especially our 
otters. 
 
 
 
Copies of the paper may be ordered at:  
http://www.sciencemag.org/site/help/readers/
order.xhtml  

 
UK Border Force 
As you know we are very concerned about the illegal trade in otters and this is not restricted to 
Asia.  So we recently contacted the UK Border Force to see if they have any reports of furs or 
parts of otters being brought into the UK illegally. 
 

We were very impressed with the efficiency of the service as we had a virtually instant reply 
and were assured that they are very vigilant for all breaches of CITES, regardless of species.  
We often say that most focus is on higher profile species so this was very encouraging.   

Manu National Park in Peru (Ben Yoxon) 

African clawless otter (Nicci Wright) 

http://www.sciencemag.org/site/help/readers/order.xhtml
http://www.sciencemag.org/site/help/readers/order.xhtml
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Grant Miller of the Border Force told us “Since joining the team I am not aware of a seizure  
of otter derivatives at the border. There has been one otter skeleton seized in the UK resulting 
from investigations.”  He went on to say “Should you or your members be aware of any 
smuggling and can provide information be assured that it will be actioned as appropriate.” 
 

So if anyone does come across any activity which could be in breach of CITES please do 
contact IOSF immediately and we will pass it on to the UK Border Force.  To find out more 
about their dedicated intelligence unit, the National Wildlife Crime Unit, go to: 
http://www.nwcu.police.uk  

 
Rescued Otters 
Our new cub from Mull now has a name.  He is called Mangal after the nephew of his finder.  
He was quite slow in taking to eating fish but eventually was tucking into two big fish a day.  
So we introduced him to Jasper, who was by this time in an outside nursery pen.    The 
introduction went very well and within seconds of opening the pet carrier door the two of them 
were curled up together in the bedding.  Mangal is still a fiery character but he has calmed 
down somewhat since he met Jasper. 
 

We now have another cub which arrived from Cumbria.  He was certainly a very lucky little 
chap as someone phoned us to say that 
they had just narrowly missed hitting him 
on the road.  The car had gone over him 
but fortunately he was between the 
wheels.  So they stopped and picked 
him up as he was certainly not going to 
stay that lucky for long.  We put them in 
touch with Sarah Neill at the Aquarium of 
the Lakes, who had looked after Bubble 
and Squeak after they were found, and 
she immediately arranged to look after 
him until he could be transferred to 
Skye.  
 

The early days were pretty stressful for 
Sarah as he was not easy to feed, but 
she soon managed to get him tucking 

into trout.  In fact she told us that he is rather fussy and doesn’t like salmon – only trout! 
 

We waited until we felt that he was strong 
enough for the journey and on 10 December 
Sarah and her friend Helen brought him to us.   
It was a long way and even though he is now in 
a cub unit with his own bed, he stayed in the 
carrying box for a while as he felt comfortable 
there. 
 
 If you would like to support our cubs in the 
Sanctuary you can send a cheque marked 
"Hospital" on the back or make a donation 
online at www.ottershop.co.uk 
 

Jasper and Mangal 

Conrad 

http://www.nwcu.police.uk/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
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Israel Otter Conservation Efforts (photos: The Biblical Zoo) 
In Israel the native Eurasian Otter population underwent a dramatic decline during the 1960s 
due to illegal hunting, water pollution, and the drainage of aboveground water sources. 
Recently the regional status of our otters has been categorised as “Critically Endangered”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comparison of 2009 and 2012 otter surveys in Israel 
 
A comparison of the 2012 population survey with that undertaken in 2009 indicates the 
stability of the Israeli otter population in the Jordan Valley and the Sea of Galilee but the 
decline of the population in the Beit She’an Valley and the disappearance of the species in all 
other habitats in Israel. 
 

Comprehensive research is needed to evaluate the colonisation-extinction processes of the 
otter population in Israel, and their probability of survival in different areas, as well as an 
evaluation of suitable habitats for re-introductions in the future. The Jerusalem Biblical Zoo 
has adopted the otter as a flagship species to raise awareness of the preservation of Israel’s 
wetlands.  
 

Working together with the Israel Nature and Parks Authority, we established a breeding 
enclosure for Eurasian otters some years ago. 
Genetic studies on four sub-populations within 
Israel (Galilee, Golan, Hula Valley, Harod) 
show that alleles exist in the Israeli population 
that are absent in European populations. 
These alleles may be the result of natural 
selection, or they may be the result of random 
processes (“drift”) often occurring in small 
populations. For this reason, the decision was 
taken to capture local individuals to populate 
this breeding centre with a view to 
reintroducing the offspring into the wild. 
 

Following the capture and subsequent deaths 
in captivity (over the course of two years) of 
three male otters for reasons unknown – 
neither the autopsy undertaken at the Zoo, nor the second autopsy undertaken at the Hebrew 
University Veterinary School uncovered any reason for the demise of what appeared to be 

Elusive otters are seen crossing a trail in northern Israel 
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animals in good health - it was  
decided that captive-bred Eurasian otters 
will now be imported from Europe to 
continue the breeding and reintroduction 
program in Israel. Procedures will be 
therefore be implemented from west to 
east to avoid genetic contamination if the 
European genome cannot be successfully 
matched to local conditions. To improve 
our chances of success, the Jerusalem 
Zoo has consulted with a team of Dutch 
scientists who successfully implemented a 
similar breeding and reintroduction 
program in the Netherlands. 

 
As things stand, it is only a matter of time until the local population becomes extinct and so 
dramatic measures must be taken if otters are to be saved in Israel. 
 

Nicole Wexler, Director of Development, The Tisch Family Zoological Gardens (The Biblical 
Zoo) http://www.jerusalemzoo.org.il/len/  

 
Thanks 
Thank you to everyone who has sent good wishes and donations to IOSF, including: 
The Susan H Guy’s Charitable Trust 
Alice Noakes Memorial Charitable Trust 
Dr Wolfgang Gettmann and Nemo 

 
Product of the Month - www.ottershop.co.uk 
Getting those thank you letters written can be less of a chore if you choose from the wide 
range of items available at the Stationery Cupboard! 
 
 
 

                    
Wildlife Conservation Award Winner,         

      British Animal Honours 2013  

 

     
 

IFAW Animal Action Award Winner 2012 

 

International Otter Survival Fund 

7 Black Park 

Broadford 

Isle of Skye   

IV49 9DE  

Scotland 

 

Tel/Fax:  ++(0)1471 822 487 

www.otter.org 

 

Join our IOSF mailing list click on this link 

http://eepurl.com/bLTvv  

 

  Two female otters captured for breeding at Jerusalem Biblical Zoo 

http://www.jerusalemzoo.org.il/len/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk
http://www.otter.org
http://otter.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=ef88a29b5a2257c4da167c57d&id=840b7d7229
http://www.otter.org/

