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20 years of Helping Cubs Abroad

Last month we looked at some of the cubs we have cared for at our sanctuary on
Skye over the past 20 years, and so this month we thought we would look at some
we have helped abroad. Over the years we have helped with cubs from ten of the
thirteen species of otter from 16 countries: Ireland, Hungary, Bulgaria, Portugal,
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Indonesia, Chile, Ecuador, Belize, Guyana, Nigeria,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Republic of Congo, USA and Canada. Itis so
special to be able to support people working with these other species of otters and it
is very exciting to receive a message from some obscure part of the world asking for
help with their cub. Our vet is also now used to receiving phone calls from places
like Nigeria as we are not vets and so always put any veterinary questions directly to
him.

To celebrate all these wonderful otters and their carers we are sharing a few photos
of our foreign superstars:
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Of course, the story of Mazu was special. How a hunter who had killed her mother
could then take pity on the tiny week-old cub and take her to Glen and Rita Chapman
to look after. No-one in the village of Kikongo knew anything about otters and so she
quickly became a celebrity. Even government officials from the capital of the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Kinshasa, came to visit and she became an
ambassador for otters throughout the country.

After two years Mazu gradually drifted back to the wild where she remains, but she
has left behind a great legacy. As we were looking for advice and help for the
Chapmans we developed a network of people largely in Africa who could provide
help and advice in these situations. So when we were contacted about another
Congo clawless cub, this time from the Republic of Congo, we were able to call on
these people who all helped to get the new cub, Kamiya, to Glen and Rita to look
after. And now we have the official Kikongo Otter Sanctuary.

But there have been many other heart-warming stories of otter cubs and their carers.
Another African cub was Oscar who was cared for by Brandon Mills, who was
working in the Democratic Republic of Congo on a landmine clearing project.

Oscar was an absolutely gorgeous Spotted-necked otter and initially Brandon was
very concerned that he was blind. However, we received a wonderful short note to
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give us some good news: “The answer to "can Oscar see?" was confirmed. He
nearly had heart failure when he saw his reflection in a mirror....... poor chap."” Sadly
Oscar was bitten, probably by a snake, and died.

In Ecuador, little Adam, a Neotropical otter, was only two months old when he was
found and taken to Paseo los Monos. This is a rescue center for trafficked wild
animals, mostly monkeys, and they had never had an otter before. With a lot of care,
Adam quickly grew and was soon hunting for his own fish and shellfish.

And years ago in 2004 Shelanne Bulford, from Canada, contacted us for help with a
North American river otter cub. Shelanne was working at the Wild Animal
Rehabilitation Centre (Wild ARC) in beautiful Victoria, British Columbia, when they
received the youngster, which was only 479 grams and still had his eyes closed.
Within the next six weeks they had two more and all three survived and went on to be
released in the spring of 2005. The following year, Shelanne received four more
cubs, Tahsis, Sooke, Ucluelet and Jabber and again these were eventually released.
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Cubs at the Sanctuary

We have had some strange goings on recently with a visiting otter trying to get IN to
our pens. And what has been even more strange is that it has been doing it both at
the croft pens and at our nursery pens which are about ¥2 mile apart! It really is a
very determined animal and has even been moving concrete blocks to carry on with
its digging. Now the blocks are concreted in so that doesn’t work any more!
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We decided to set a camera
trap to get a better look at our
visitor and this is what we found:

These pictures were taken at
Ness’s enclosure and you can
see Ness on the inside with the
visitor running parallel. We
think the otter is being attracted
by the smell of fish. An otter
which does not appear to be
frightened of people has
recently been seen by the pier
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and so we are wondering if it is e — .36
the same one.
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Ness was released a couple of weeks ago in to a beautiful Highland loch. She had
been ready for release for a while but we had been waiting for the better weather to
give her the best possible chance. When the door was opened she made no attempt
to go into the water but disappeared into a hole in the bank. But later once she
thought we were away she came out and began exploring the water. Good luck
Ness.

After Ness left, her enclosure Was soon filled with our new arrival, Shamrock.

Shamrock
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Although she was supposed to be acting tame
' : “wi she seems to be reverting to her wild self and will
quickly dlsappear |nto or under her sleeping box whenever we arrive to feed. So it

isn’t easy to get a good picture like the one below.

Our three youngest cubs, Willow, Bubble and Squeak are very private now and not at
all easy to photograph.

If you would like to contribute to help with the ca re of the cubs you can send a cheque
marked “Hospital” on the back or you can donate onl ine at www.ottershop.co.uk

Otter Awareness Day, 29 May 2013
Yes, it is nearly here but it is not too late to do something special for the otters, even
if you can’t do it on the actual day.

Maybe you dont have time to organise anything special, but one simple thing you

- can do is to put a message on your Facebook or Twitter
to direct your friends to the IOSF page and then they
can follow us too.

You can also sponsor Brydon Thomason from Shetland
Nature who is doing a sponsored Otter Tracking Day —
You can find out more at:

Photo: Brydon Thomason

http://www.everyclick.com/shetlandnature sponsoredotterwatch

So even if time is short please just try and spend a moment to do something to make
people more aware of otters.

Thanks
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Product of the Month

These robust Forest Optics binoculars are now available
through the Otter Shop. There are two sizes available: 8x42
and 10x42 and both are PPC, gas-filled and waterproof.

You can find out more at www.ottershop.co.uk

So when you are out looking for your favourite animal, you will remember that your
purchase has helped to protect them.

Do you have an old car that you do not want and are looking for a
solution?

Old car rotters || what better way than through the giveacar scheme where
can help otters you donate the proceeds of scrap/auction value of your
T&, %8 || vehicle to IOSF.

Giveacar will collect for free, any car, any where (in
Britain). Hassle free for you.

Find out more at the giveacar website:

. T, WwWw.giveacar.co.uk

GIVEACAR

Places still available for Hungarian Conservation P roject
Two places are still available on the trip to Hungary to help with the conservation
project at the Somogy Provincial Association for Nature Conservation (SPANC).

The dates are 5-12 September and you will be working in the west of the country,
where SPANC is working to restore the wetlands along a wildlife corridor from Lake
Balaton to the River Drava on the Croatian border.

You do need a certain amount of fithess but there
are plenty of jobs to keep everyone busy from those
who want to get “stuck in” to those who want to put
their brains and artistic side to work. You will also
have an opportunity to visit the Otter Park at
Petesmalom.

You will need to arrange your own travel to and
from Budapest and the price of £375 includes:
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- 7 nights' full board at the Manor House, Somogyfajsz

- All training and transport from the time the party assembles at Budapest airport until
the return to the airport at the end of the trip.

- All equipment necessary (except as listed in "Field Supplies" including your own
personal binoculars and camera).

For more information go to http://www.otter.org/events.aspx

Action on Otter Road Deaths in Scotland
We recently received a very sad report of four otters being killed (together) on the
A90 road in Perth and Kinross.

We followed this up and passed the report (via Catherine Lloyd, Tayside Biodiversity
Co-ordinator), along with two previous otter road deaths on the same road, to the
Perth and Kinross Biodiversity Officer in Planning, David Williamson. In about a
week a meeting took place between the Officer and Transport Scotland to inspect the
sites to discover what was happening. It seems that because of high water levels,
the four otters had been crossing the road rather than go through a culvert and as a
result, Transport Scotland will erect barrier fencing as a measure to keep the otters
away from the road.

At the second site however, there was no obvious reason for the otters to be crossing
the road so this area will be monitored to identify the best location and measures to
put in place.

It is always great and reassuring to receive a prompt response to such a problem.
The death of four otters at the same time, probably a family, leaves a gap that the
local otter population will not recover from quickly.

Neotrop|ce}l Rlver Otter (Photo taken by SEE/Frontier Costa
Conservation Project Rica, showing Neotropical River Otter)

(Society for Environmental

Exploration/Frontier)
Eleonora Arcese
<eleonora.arcese@gmail.com>

The Society for Environmental
Exploration (SEE)/Frontier research
programme began in July 2009 in
collaboration with Osa Conservation on
the Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica. Part of
the programme is concerned with
monitoring the habitat distribution of the endangered species of Neotropical River
Otter (Lontra longicaudis).

The Neotropical River Otter is sparsely distributed across Central and South
America. For many years these animals have been persecuted by hunters for their
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extremely valuable pelt, and this has caused their extinction across parts of their
former range. Today this species is listed in CITES Appendix 1 and in the IUCN Red
List of Threatened Species, however, illegal hunting still occurs in numerous parts of
Central and South America.

Neotropical otters are solitary and only interact with other individuals during the
breeding season. They are commonly found living in swamps, lagoons, and fast-
flowing streams. Although they have been able to adapt to disturbance (being
reported to inhabit irrigation ditches and sugar cane plantations), there are numerous
threats which still face them today. As with most other tropical rainforest species,
habitat destruction is the main concern for most scientists studying the Neotropical
River Otter and deforestation, agricultural expansion and water pollution have all had
a negative impact on otter populations in certain areas.

The aim of SEE/Frontier’s lead research programme is to contribute significant data
to the lack of knowledge there is about this species. The research focuses on trying
to understand the habitat distribution, usage and preference on two different rivers:
Quebrada Coyunda River and Piro River. Most recently the methods employed for
data collection have been based on recording the presence of otters in different river
sectors. Scat and track sightings have been recorded using GPS on 20m sectors on
each river stretch and surface
suitability has been described
(Picture taken by camera trap placed by using standard methodology.
SEE/Frontier on Osa Peninsula study sites) Direct observations have been
made by using Bushnell
Trophy camera traps placed
where scats or tracks had
been recorded during the
study.

Although the data analysis is

still in its early stages, the

results show various trends

especially regarding the choice

of surface used for latrines
(otters preferred logs to other surfaces). Otters have been occurring in certain river
sectors with higher frequencies compared to other sectors sampled for scats and
tracks. Existing knowledge of Mustelids suggests that otters use latrines to scent-
mark their territory and for mating signals. It is therefore possible they have been
repeatedly using particular sectors of the rivers to mark their territorial range and to
communicate with potential mates by both sexes. Furthermore, studies have shown
that otters tend to return to places where there is the greatest abundance of food, or
in the case of females, if their holts are nearby. Females will emerge from their holts
on rare occasions, increasing in frequency when they have to feed young and they
will only use latrines during the mating season.

Scat and track recording does not give an accurate estimate of otter population
numbers present in a certain area. Scats and tracks could belong to the same
individual, as otters have been found to travel up to 40 kilometres away from their
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home ranges. However, the preliminary results gathered by this study do imply that
the otter population on these two river stretches could give a good indication of otter
habitat preferences and distribution across the whole length of the two rivers.

SEE/Frontier Costa Rica is discussing future action plans and research proposals
with the University San Jose. Future research includes further camera trapping to
allow recognition of single individuals to help with possible population estimates, site
preference, activity patterns and reproductive patterns. A dietary analysis will be
done on the scats collected to provide more information on the foraging and feeding
habits of this species. Habitat quality biomonitoring will also be assessed using
aqguatic flora and fauna distribution and abundance. Further studies with the aid of
possible grant assistance could ensure that the programme can continue its
conservation efforts and management strategies to protect this vulnerable species

For more information on the whole SEE/Frontier project go to
http://seeconservation.org/Costa%?20Rica.html

Joan Charles

We were saddened to learn of the recent death of
Mrs Joan Charles of Lancaster. For many years
Joan has been a loyal supporter of IOSF and shared
with us her love of otters and also other wildlife.
Even as her health failed, she was always keen to
know how the otters were. Joan will be missed but
we are happy to have shared our world of otters with

her over the years. Joan Charles

www.everyclick.com www.spendandraise.com/iosf/ www.charitycards.otter.org
International Otter Survival Fund Join our IOSF mailing list. Click on this
7 Black Park link:
Broadford http://eepurl.com/bLTvv
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